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The Tomb of Jesus in 
Jerusalem Reopens to 

Public After Renovation

People waiting to enter the shrine, which reopened after months of work. Credit Menahem Kahana/Agence France-Presse 
— Getty Images

By Christian Times reporter

Thousands of Christian pilgrims 
and members of the clergy gath-
ered at a modest shrine in Jeru-

salem’s Old City on Wednesday 22nd 
March to celebrate the completion of a 
month’s long effort, hundreds of years in 
the making: the restoration and repair of 
Jesus’ tomb. Now following nine months 
of meticulous restoration, it’s reopened 
to the devoted.

The shrine, known as the edicule and 
in danger of collapse had been propped 
up by an unsightly iron cage since the 
19th century. 

The edifice, contained in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher, is one of the faith’s 
holiest sites. It was worn down by centu-
ries of water damage, fire, candle smoke, 
humidity, bird droppings, human visitors 
and disputes among feuding denomina-
tions, which were previously unable to 
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agree on plans to fix the shrine.
The Greek Orthodox, Armenian 

and Roman Catholic religions share 
ownership of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher. Disputes between them 
had prevented repairs from taking 
place on the grounds for more than 
200 years. 

Six denominations of the Christian 
faith share this holy space -- Fran-
ciscan (Catholic), Coptic, Ethiopian, 
Syrian Orthodox, Armenian, and 
Greek Orthodox church. In a bid to 
maintain neutral guardianship for the 
multi-denominational place of wor-
ship, a Muslim family has held the 
keys to the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre for generations.

Last year, three of the communi-
ties -- the Franciscan, Armenian and 
Greek Orthodox Churches -- were 
able to set aside their conflicts to save 
the Edicule from collapse.

“This is a historic moment of col-
laboration between the major Chris-
tian communities, and others around 
the world, to ensure the preservation 
of the unique for Christianity, Holy 
Place of Anastasis,” said His Beatitude 
Theophilos III, Greek Orthodox patri-
arch of Jerusalem in a press release. 

Work on the tomb finally began last 
year, after officials with Israel’s Antiq-
uities Authority called the area unsafe. 
The team worked mainly on repairing 
a small structure above the burial 
place. It is known as the Edicule.

Workers removed an iron cage that 
long surrounded the Edicule. British 
crews set up the cage in the 1940s to 
help support the walls. After the re-
pair work, supportive equipment is no 
longer needed. 

The repairs cost more than $3 mil-
lion with each of the three religious 
denominations reportedly donated 
money toward the restoration project. 
Jordan’s King Abdullah also reported-
ly made a donation.

As La Stampa points out, it was a 
Muslim sovereign, a direct descen-
dant of Muhammad, who paid for 
part of the cost of restoration of one of 
the most significant Christian shrines 
in the world.

King Abdullah’s gesture was of par-
amount importance, as it has been 
interpreted as a reaffirmation of the 
Covenant of Umar, signed in 637A.D., 
in which Caliph Umar (the second 
successor of Muhammad, according to 
Sunnis), after conquering Jerusalem, 
agreed to respect the Basilica of the 
Holy Sepulcher instead of converting 
it into a mosque. Thanks to this pact, 
the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher has 
always survived as a site of Christian 
worship, despite the convulsed history 

of the Holy Land over the centuries.
Situated in the heart of the Chris-

tian quarter in Jerusalem’s Old City, 
much-needed repairs were conducted 

to the Edicule, a small limestone and 
marble structure built on the site iden-
tified in the 4th century as Jesus’ final 
resting place following his crucifixion.

“For the first time in over two cen-
turies, this sacred edicule has been 
restored,” the Greek Orthodox patri-
arch, Theophilos III of Jerusalem, said 
last month, when the shrine reopened 
to the public. “This is not only a gift to 
our holy land, but to the whole world.”

Around 132 A.D., the Roman Em-
peror Hadrian began constructing the 
city of Aelia Capitolina on the ruins of 
Jerusalem, which had been decimated 
by Roman forces in 70 A.D. As Aelia 
Capitolina took shape, the construc-
tion of a temple to Venus destroyed 
the sites Christian tradition says Jesus 
was crucified and the tomb in which 
he was reportedly covered.

But some 200 years later, after Chris-
tianity began to take root throughout 
Roman Empire, the first Christian 
emperor Constantine ordered the 
temple be removed in order to reveal 
Jesus’ tomb. Constantine then had a 
church built around the site, which 
became known in later centuries as 
the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre.

The church has had a rough past; 
over the next few centuries, through 
crusades and various regime changes 
in the region, it was destroyed and re-
built several times. By the early 20th 
century, the entire structure, then un-
der British control, was in desperate 
need of repair and was damaged by 
a 1927 earthquake. So in 1947, a gi-
ant iron cage was constructed around 
the Edicule, the interior chamber 
that houses the actual burial cave. It 
worked for a while, but last year, the 
Edicule became so unsafe that the 
Israel Antiquities Authority closed 
down the site. That pushed the rival 
Christian sects that jointly manage the 
site and have not been able to agree on 
restoration work to finally settle their 
differences and restore the Edicule.

The restoration was completed just 
a few weeks before Easter when thou-
sands of worshipers from across the 
globe are expected to once again make 
the pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

The remnants of Jesus’ rock-cut tomb 
are encased within the Edicule, which 
sits at the center of church’s main Ro-
tunda. It has been desecrated or de-
stroyed at least four times throughout 
history. The current structure was re-
built by a Greek architect in 1810 after 
fire damage to the monument.
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 The Edicule which houses the remains of Jesus’ tomb 
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By Ann Kioko

The East African Legislative As-
sembly (EALA) has drafted a 
Bill seeking to introduce con-

traceptives for children and teenagers 
aged between 10 and 19.

The Bill dubbed the EAC Sexual Re-

productive Health and Rights (SRHR), 
Bill 2017, if passed into law will bind 
the East African Community member 
states to provide contraceptives to all 
EAC citizens including children.

The Bill also seeks to legalise abor-
tion. The EAC member states include; 

Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Bu-
rundi and South Sudan.

The Bill, currently at committee stage 
is among pending business to be han-
dled by the new EALA legislators as 
soon as they assume office.

 Section 17(2) of the proposed Bill 
reads:-

“The partner states shall ensure that 
adolescents and young persons get 
access to relevant quality and youth 
friendly sexual and reproductive health 
services including contraceptives and 
condoms,”

Part I (2) of the proposed Bill, de-
scribes an “Adolescent” as any person 
aged between 10 and 19 years.

The proposed legislation also re-
quires member states to design and im-
plement sexual and reproductive public 
education.

If the law is endorsed, every individ-
ual would have a right to choose and 
consent to any method of birth control, 
including sterilization, a method where 
a woman is not able to bear children 

again.
Under Section 15 (1), the Bill intends 

to legalise abortion, provided the preg-
nancy endangers the woman’s health 
and life. 

 “The partner states shall safeguard 
and give effect to the reproductive 
rights of a woman by permitting the 
termination of pregnancy when in 
opinion of a trained health profession-
al,” the proposed law states.

The spirit of this bill is ill and cata-
strophic, it should never see the light of 
day. Most of its content are inconsistent 
with many East African Countries’ laws 
with abortion being illegal in all East 
African countries.

The attempt to introduce the bill at 
this assembly should thus be stopped 
now! Help us stop this bill by donating 
to us through Mpesa 522325 or Paypal/
Check African Organization for Fami-
lies.

The author is the President, 
African Organization for Families

Veronica Neffinger

Although the gospel is em-
braced in many places in 
Africa, it is often mixed 

with superstition and apostasy. One 
church is helping to counter the her-
esy with truth.

Charles Karuri, a pastoral assis-

tant at Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Nairobi, Kenya, is one of those help-
ing to promote the true gospel.

Karuri said the “prosperity gospel” 
is prevalent in Africa and “apostles” 
or “prophets” often promise super-
natural healing, or claim to be able 
to reverse bad fortune, restore mar-
riages, and break curses.

“These are the very things the 
witch doctor back in the village had 
been doing long before the prosper-

ity message arrived on our shores,” 
Karuri said.

“Those that faithfully preach the 
gospel continue to be less and less 
the face of Christianity as they are 
overtaken by numerically superior, 
flashier, noisier, and more outward-
ly successful prosperity churches,” 
he added.

Karuri’s church is one of the few 
working to counter the false gospel 
with the true gospel. One resource 
they are using is a book titled Pros-
perity? Seeking the True Gospel.

The Gospel Coalition notes, “The 
book helps believers understand 
and address the issue of false teach-
ing and the prosperity gospel in par-
ticular.”

There are other churches in Afri-
ca that also see a problem with the 
kind of prosperity gospel theology 
so prevalent there and are under-
taking similar work to teach the true 
gospel.

News

EALA  Assembly in session at Kampala - Uganda, January this year. photo/file

 “Prosperity gospel” 
is prevalent in Africa 

and “Apostles” 
or “Prophets” 
often promise 
supernatural 

healing,

The East African Legislative Assembly 
about to become a house of murderers!

Fighting for the True Gospel in Africa
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African Organisation for families 
participated at the UN CSW 61 
through her president Ms. Ann 

Kioko. She was honoured to moderate a 
panel on “Root Causes of Human Traf-
ficking :The role of the Family in de-
fending Women” an event hosted by The 
Civil Society on Families and Friends of 
the Family Organisations with a special 
facilitation by Center for Family and 
Human Rights C-FAM.

Ann also chaired a panel which con-
sisted of Jennifer Lahl, the producer of 
the “Eggsploitation” video and “ Kelly” 
, a survivor of surrogacy where she ex-
pressed her regrets of being a surrogate 
and especially for homosexuals.

What is surrogacy? – It is an arrange-
ment or agreement whereby a woman 
agrees to carry a pregnancy for another 
person or persons, who will become the 
newborn child’s parent(s) after birth. 

In her speech Ann Kioko termed sur-
rogacy as commodification of the hu-
man body, a form of human trafficking 
and a modern day slavery.

She also illustrated how criminals 
gangs are benefiting from exploiting 
women’s wombs and  how surrogacy is 
a multi-billion industry.

Her speech read as follows: 
Defending the natural family Human 

Dignity and Children across Africa
SPEECH BY MS. ANN MUTAVE 
KIOKO AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
HIGH LEVEL SIDE EVENT ON 
ROOT CAUSES OF HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING ABOUT SURROGACY

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The commodification of the human 

body has been drawn into sharp focus 
in recent years. Issues such as trafficking 
in organs and sex have gained interna-
tional attention. But a new form of traf-
ficking has evaded the same level of at-
tention and outrage of the international 
community: surrogacy.

Surrogatemotherhood commodifies 
women and children. The child becomes 
a term in a contract and the surrogate 
mother is used as an incubator. This dig-
nity of both the surrogate mother and 
the child. It is a form of trafficking and 
modern day slavery. Surrogacy is often 
depicted as a generous Andaltruistic act 
to help couples who cannot naturally 

have children, and offer them the joy of 
parenting.

However, the sugarcoated picture 
presented by the artificial reproduction 
industry is misleading. Businesses are 
profiting from the suffering of infertile 
couples, while preying on vulnerable 
women that are so desperate they are 

willing to become living incubators.
In developing countries, commercial 

enterprises advertise the low cost of 
surrogacy. The price of a surrogate in 
India may be one fourth of the price in 
California. Surrogacy not only preys on 
poor women. It is also manifestly rac-
ist and eugenic. When egg donation is 
necessary, eggs from Caucasian women 
are worth three times those of women 
of color.

Once the baby is delivered, care for 
the mother is often a lower priority. In 
some places, women are forced to have 
Caesarean sections or not given ade-
quate care after the birth. Commercial 
surrogacy in particular paves the way 
for baby selling and the exploitation of 
women. The same criminal enterprises 
seem to be involved in prostitution and 
surrogacy using the same recruitment 
methods. Women and girls are lured 
with the promise of a respectable jobs.

Often they are raped, and their pass-
ports are taken away. We need to protect 
women especially in Africa and other 
developing parts of the world from this 
very exploitative and inhumane prac-
tice. Children should be the fruit of love. 
Surrogacy is turning reproduction into 
a multi-billion dollar industry. Current-
ly the global surrogacy industry is val-
ued at $30 billion.

The European Parliament recently 
rejected a proposal to legalize surroga-
cy. Other countries have banned com-
mercial surrogacy or even surrogacy 
altogether. But much more needs to be 
done. It is though unfortunate that very 
few people though are speaking out 
about this inhumane practice, and dar-
ing to raise questions about it. 

We are privileged to have with us a 
leader in exposing the artificial repro-
duction industry and reproductive traf-
ficking, Jennifer Lahl. She is the founder 
and president of The Center for Bio-
ethics and Culture Network. She has 25 
years of experience as a pediatric criti-
cal care nurse, a hospital administrator, 
and a senior-level nursing manager. 
Now she advocates on behalf of victims 
of reproductive trafficking. She writes 
and speaks widely and has testified be-
fore legislators in the United States and 
Europe. She directed and produced sev-
eral documentaries about reproductive 
trafficking, including Breeders, about 
surrogacy, and the award winning doc-
umentary “Eggsploitation” - about egg 
donation. 

The high level event which took place 
on 15th of March 2017 was held at the 
ECOSOC Chamber inside the UN 
headquarters New York.  

Courtesy: African Organisation for 
Family Communication Desk

Surrogacy is turning 
reproduction into a 
multi-billion dollar 
industry. Currently 
the global surroga-
cy industry is val-
ued at $30 billion.

Surrogacy Turning to Multi-billion 
Industry Exploiting Women’s Wombs

Ms. Ann Kioko at the UN CSW61 conference in New York last month. Photo/
AOFF.

•	 1930s	 –	 In	 the	 U.S.,	 pharmaceutical	
companies Schering-Kahlbaum and 
Parke-Davis started the mass produc-
tion of estrogen.

•	 1944	–	Harvard	Medical	 School	 pro-
fessor John Rock broke ground by 
becoming the first person to fertilize 
human ova outside the uterus.

•	 1953	 –	 Researchers	 successfully	 per-
formed the first cryopreservation of 
sperm.

•	 1971 – The first commercial sperm 
bank opened in New York, which 
spurred the growth of this type of busi-
ness into a highly profitable venture.

•	 1978	 –	 Louise	 Brown,	 the	 first	 test-
tube baby, was born in England. Her 
conception actually took place in a pe-
tri dish.

•	 1980	 –	Michigan	 lawyer	 Noel	 Keane	
wrote the first surrogacy contract. 

•	 1985 – A woman carried the first suc-
cessful gestational surrogate pregnancy.

•	 1986	–	Melissa	Stern,	otherwise	known	
as “Baby M,” was born in the U.S. The 
surrogate and biological mother, Mary 
Beth Whitehead, refused to cede custo-
dy of Melissa to the couple with whom 
she made the surrogacy agreement.

•	 1990	–	 In	California,	 gestational	 car-
rier Anna Johnson refused to give up 
the baby to intended parents Mark 
and Crispina Calvert. The couple sued 
her for custody (Calvert v. Johnson), 
and the court upheld their parental 
rights. 

o 1994 Latin American fertility spe-
cialists convened in Chile to discuss 
assisted reproduction and its ethi-
cal and legal status.

o The Chinese Ministry of Health 
banned gestational surrogacy be-
cause of the legal complications of 
defining true parenthood and pos-
sible refusal by surrogates to relin-
quish a baby.

•	 2009	 –	The	 Chinese	 government	 in-
creased enforcement of the gestation-
al-surrogacy ban, and Chinese women 
began coming forth with complaints 
of forced abortions.

TIMELINE
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BUSHLINE PROPERTIES.
 ....investing with you for a better tomorrow....

CONTACTS:

Ruiru Mugutha, Kiganjo 
Rd
Size: 50x100
Price: Ksh. 1.8 Million
500 Mtrs from the tarmac 
Road
Title Deeds Ready

KITHIMANI-SOFIA
Size: 50X100
Price: Ksh. 190,000
All plots are commercial

RUIRU MURERA (Next to 
Bethlehem Academy)
Size: 40x70
Price: Ksh. 1.8m 
Title Deeds Ready

NgOlIbA (Mavoloni) 
Thika
Next to Soya Dam Estate 
Size: 50x100
Price: 250,000 
Terms: 50% deposit with 4 
monthly installments
Title deed ready

KENOl THIKA 
Size: 40 x 80
Price: 400,000
Terms: 50% deposit with 4 
months installments
Title deed ready
4km from Kenol
Red soil

 

OFFICE:
Sanfred Business Centre,
1st Floor, Room No 104.
Next to Kenya Commercial bank,
RUIRU TOWN.

Managing Director  
0726913363.
Email: isaacndua@gmail.com
             bushline@gmail.com
 Website: www.bushline.co.ke

Plots for sale;

We take our customers 
to the field on every 
Saturday for free

We also assist our customers 
in transfer transactions hence 
reducing their burden of stress 
and time wastage.

We are committed in 
making sure that every 
KENYAN can own land 
easily and rightfully.

All our plots are genuine and suitable for 
both commercial and residential interests

To provide an outstanding level of service and expertise in the 
real estate market that is innovative and ambitious.

... investing with you for a better tomorrow... 0726 913 363 / 0720 088 903

To serve our clients needs in owning land easily and rightfully 
and consistently provide and manage development of lasting 
value to the community.

1. Honesty & Integrity.

2. Effective Communication

3. Respect.

4. Accountability.

5. Customer Satisfaction

CORE VALUES:

MISSION:

VISION:

Dealers in: Real Estate & Property Management

BUSHLINE PROPERTIES AND DEVELOPERS 
AGENCIES CO. LTDBUSHLINE PROPERTIES AND 

DEVELOPERS AGENCIES 
CO. LTD

Christian Professionals held the 
Match for life walk in Nairobi

Match for life walk last month at Uhuru Park. photo/Christian times.

Match for life January 2017 walk in US. photo/file.

By Christian Times reporter 

The match for life 2017 took place 
in the streets of Nairobi with 
much emphases on  life protec-

tion; especially during the electioneer-
ing period. It was held on 25th March 
2017 and organised by the Kenya Chris-
tian Professionals Forum in conjunc-
tion with other Christian organisation 
partners. The participants of the match 
assembled at Railway Club Nairobi to 
start the match that was flagged off by a 
representative of the Cabinet Secretary 
of the Ministry of Health Dr. Cliophas 
Mailu.

The procession started at Railway 
club throught Haille Salasie avenue and 
stopped at the junction of the Parlia-
ment road where prayers were offered 
for the parliament and the parliamen-
talians to be guided by God in legistrat-
ing laws that protect life.

The match proceeded to the round-

about that connects to Moi Avenue 
where a girl child offered prayers on be-
half of the unborn. Then the walk pro-
ceeded to valley road, Uhuru park and 
finally railway Club where it started.

The match for life is a pro-life groups 
annual event organised with the goal of 
reclaiming the culture of life through 
an annual event known as life week. 

The objectives of the match for life 
walk is to create awareness to members 
of the public on the sacredness of life, 
the role of the family in promoting life, 
encourages collaboration among pro-
life organisation in Kenya and globally; 
as well as to profile and pitch pro-life in 
the public square.

Participants of the match are faithful 
citizens who affirms the pro-life provi-
sions of the constitution. Article 26(2) 
which states that the life of a person be-
gins at conception. They afirm that life 
is sacred and should be nurtured.

They also match every year since 
2011 to celebrate the conception of Je-
sus on the solemnity of the Annuncia-
tion March 25th. 

Among the participants of this year 
event was; Kenya Conference of the 
Catholic Bishops, International Justice 
Mission, World youth Alliance, Hu-
man Life international and the host; 
Kenya Christian Professionals forum. 

Others include;  primary schools, Sec-
ondary schools like - Huruma girls, 
Collages and universities.

Other countries that have held match 
for life this year includes; USA that 
took place in January few days after 
President Trump’s inauguration and 
Brussel that took place on 28th March 
three days after the Kenya match..
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By Jeremiah Chamakany

To a first time visitor in Eldama 
ravine town in Baringo Coun-
ty, Kurusalal is a beautiful and 

a breathtaking waterfall at the Perkera 
River. Testimony of an all-powerful cre-
ator of the Heavens and the Earth. This is 
very true. It’s just like the Thompson Falls 
in Nyahururu. Small colorful monkeys 
and a now rare bird species known as horn 
bill once had their permanent homes at 
the waterfall, but they are no more, driven 
away by the sin of a fallen world. 

What remains of this once beauti-
ful sanctuary is nothing but sad tales. 
Speaking with the Christian Times, Se-
nior Chief Pius Lebelio  of Eldama Ra-
vine said Kurusalal is a very disturbing 
place in Koibatek because most recently, 
a teenage girl travelled all the way from 
a place called Maji Mazuri, managed to 
fulfill her mission of killing herself by 
jumping down the valley.

‘’I don’t understand why Kurusalal is 
such a terrible place. This valley would 
have been a very wonderful tourist at-
traction but this is not the case. The val-
ley was once teaming with a diversity of 
plants and animals, tall trees and bush 
ropes that were a sight to behold. They 
are no more. They are gone, maybe for-
ever. What I can tell you about Kurusa-
lal is that this is the place where people 
chose to go and die either by jumping 
down the cliff, or the slow death which 
comes by drinking the killer illicit 

brew manufactured at the valley. I am 
aware of about ten to fifteen cases of 
suicide committed at Kurusalal since 
I came into office. It is literally a home 
of demons because this is also the place 
where thieves slaughter stolen livestock 
during the day, and the illegal chang’aa 
manufacturing trade can be traced back 
to this valley’’ said the Eldama Ravine 
administrator.

 According to the locals who live 
within the valley, many troubled people 
have maintained a tradition of reporting 
to the site to get drunk, or spend their 
time alone, and in silence gazing at the 
falling waters. They go back home and 
return again the following day. No one 
knows what is going on in their minds. 
May be they are holding a long conver-
sation with the demons because eventu-
ally, many of them gather the courage of 
jumping into their deaths down the cliff 
where their spirits remain lingering.

Christian Times visited the valley in 
company of a local guide. At the bottom 
of the water fall, the pungent smell of al-
cohol and the wet ashes hit our noses. At 
the other side of the valley, two middle 
aged men with dreadlocks look at us with 
suspicion. One of them with an oversize 
T-shirt was like smoking ‘’a cigarette’’.

‘’They think we are police’’ our guide said.
 We learn that the two are some well-

known residents of the valley. They 
never go home and are totally detached 
from the outside world. They love the 

valley because it is here that they are 
guaranteed of satisfying their drug ad-
dictions. They are the modern day cap-
tives of Gadara, residing in the tombs of 
the very many Kurusalal   suicide vic-
tims. They don’t like meeting people. 
They sleep under the tree sheds during 
the day and at night; they spring back 
to life for the sole purpose of manufac-
turing the death causing brew called 
chang’aa.  

‘’This is the place where people come 
and die, and also the place where the 
living keep vigil, manufacturing all  the 
killer chang’aa which some big people 
supply throughout the villages of Koi-
batek, Mogotio, Timboroa and to as far 
as Kabarnet, Marigat and even Molo. 
They use small salon cars and motor 
bikes’’ our guide whispered to the Chris-
tian Times.

 On the rocks inside the valley, there is 
a lot of graffiti to occupy a visitors mind. 
Known residents who committed sui-
cide by jumping into the waterfall have 
their names written on the rocks be-
cause according to our guide; residents 
strongly believe the spirits of the dead 
are living inside the valley. The nearby 
Shauri Yako slums is full of creepy oral 
narrations; about the spirits of the dead 
exchanging some unprintable obsceni-
ties at night. They say the voices sound 
very angry like an orgy of drunkards 
you know; and they are more audible 
when it’s rainy.

Cigarette butts and some abandoned 
women inner clothes are easy to spot 
once you make a stroll inside this valley. 

You can also get a chance to read a list 
of names belonging to the ‘heroes’; who 
courageously met their untimely deaths 
by plunging themselves down the cliff. 

Those who reside inside the valley, boil-
ing chang’aa and smoking bhang are 
known to be very violent, just like the 
demon possessed man of Gadara. They 
fear no authority and are ready to fight 
even the police. In the month of August 
2015 at village called Tiloi in Baringo 
North, a very violent illicit brewer con-
fronted, and stabbed to death Senior 
chief of Ossen Location the Late Jeremi-
ah Kendele.The chief was trying to stop 
the brewing activity because it had, and 
is still holding people captive at the re-
gion.

In the recent national campaign to 
fight illicit brews, Kurusalal was the only 
place where police from Eldama ravine 
feared to conduct raids, until there was 
a big enough crowd of Wananchi to ac-
company them.

But does the name Kurusalal have any 
hidden meaning? Not hidden at all. Ac-
cording to an old resident, Abdul Musa 
who once served as a Councilor repre-
senting Eldama Ravine in the former 
County Council of Koibatek, the valley 
derives its name from the Nubian Com-
munity who was among some of the ear-
ly inhabitants of Eldama ravine town.

Speaking to the Christian Times, Musa 
said Nubians had settled at the present 
day Kabonyony estate which borders the 
Perkera River, having served as porters 
during those colonial days. The Nubians 
keenly observed the quite flowing riv-
er and in admiration, gave it a Nubian 
name ‘Gurusa-lal’, which actually means 
a ‘silent river’. A very heavenly mean-
ing, a silent river because children could 
watch tadpoles playing in the clear wa-
ter, see dragon flies making their sum-
mersaults in celebration of God’s perfect 
Eden . But that is not the truth anymore 
because as we speak, the river has lost 
its former glory and has become a hab-
itation of noisy spirits, and zombie like 
men who feel more comfortable at the 
valley, than at home with their wives 
and children.

‘’When husbands go missing from 
home for many days, their caring wives 
come to Kurusalal and drag them home, 
dirty and stinking. But the husbands 
keep on coming back again and again 
until their wives decide to give up on 
them completely’’ said our guide.

 But here now is the real scoop about 

News

 Baringo County Deputy Governor (Mathew Tuitoek) and NACADA North Rift co-oridinator 
(Eunice Arubia) in a special meeting addressing the press in Eldama Ravine about alcoholism 

disaster in the area. photo/Christians Times

 I don’t understand 
why Kurusalal is such 
a terrible place. This 

valley would have 
been a very wonderful 
tourist attraction but 
this is not the case.

Baringo County and the Eldama Ravine 
Mystery Valley of Death
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Kurusalal valley; it is the grand mother 
of all the chang’aa producing dungeons  
in Baringo county. Those who are keen 
to learn the chang;aa production mys-
tery always come to Kurusalal valley in 
Eldama Ravine. It is here that they come 
face to face with the ‘’experts’’ who don’t 
hesitate to shout orders at them during 
the nights darkest hours.

In exchange of learning the secrets of 
the evil trade, ‘’students pay school fees’’ 
by offering free services at this chang’aa 
production site. Learners have a duty of 
feeding countless firewood pieces into 
the ‘’greedy flames’’, to heat the drums’ 
content right to its boiling point. This is 
where the initiations take place, and es-
pecially for the learners who are keen to 
ask some intelligent questions like; why 
is it always wise to boil chang’aa at the 
river banks? 

But nothing is more troubling than 
the fact that the killer chang’aa has 
found a permanent home in this valley, 
and is the reason why many burials are 
conducted every week in Koibatek and 
its environs. During the month of De-

cember the year 2016, angry residents of 
Sabatia location within Eldama Ravine 
invaded the homes of chang’aa retailers 
within Solian, and turned their homes 
into heaps of rubble. This they did after 
collecting signatures which led to their 
adoption of a document they called the 
‘’Solian Declaration’’.

‘’We the people of Solian in Eldama 

Ravine have this day said No to illicit 
brews and any form of Alcohol because 
it is of the Devil. We are losing an entire 
generation of our people. We need to see 
more churches and not alcohol outlets 
in Solian’’ declared one retired Kenya 

Army officer at the meeting attended by 
Christian Times.

They accused illicit brewers for al-
legedly causing twenty five deaths in the 
region around Solian and Sabatia, and 
turning an entire generation of young 
men into nothing but a herd of zombies, 
men who cannot court and marry a girl 
as demanded by the Law of God. 

Families are in disarray and a fu-
ture generation is not assured because 
men’s virility is already compromised 
to appoint that, women openly com-
plain without fear or shame. To some 
independent observers, the illicit brew 
is causing more deaths than the deadly 
HIV virus!

Evangelist Paul Kirui of Eldama Ra-
vine, a gospel artist has used his music 
to warn the society about the demon 
called alcoholism. In an interview with 
the Christian Times, Evangelist Kirui 
said the demon called Alcoholism is a 
weapon employed by Satan to destroy 
Humanity. The devil knows that the 
captivity called drunkenness will break 
many families, a basic unit where chil-

dren grow and learn about God.
Because of the chang’aa menace from 

the valley of Kurusalal, Baringo Coun-
ty Deputy Governor Mathew Tuitoek 
was recently forced to convene a seat-
ing at Eldama Ravine, to explore ways 
of eradicating Chang’aa in the region. 
Accompanied by Madam Eunice Aru-
bia who is the NACADA Northern Rift 
Coordinator, the Deputy Governor said 
alcoholism in Baringo County is a big 
social disaster, given that some folks in 
the County actually believe that Alcohol 
is food for breakfast, lunch and supper.

The Deputy Governor said the Coun-
ty government of Baringo will work 
with the provincial administration with 
an aim of ‘’‘liberating the society from 
the Captivity of alcoholism’’. Maybe the 
Deputy Governor will try his best but 
looks like a stronger person is needed in 
this picture, only Jesus Christ. Accord-
ing to Evangelist Kirui, fighting Alco-
holism is not a physical war but a real 
spiritual warfare.

News

Kurusalal valley 
is the grand 

mother of all the 
chang’aa producing 

dungeons  in 
Baringo county.

On World Water Day, African church 
leaders highlight shortages

By Fredrick Nzwili

As she drives her family’s donkeys 
to a new borehole at the base 
of the Uuni Hills in eastern 

Kenya, Eunice Wambua says the water 
it provides is much cleaner than what 
she used to get from a dam several miles 
away.

“It was dirty water and we believed it 
colored our teeth brown,” she recalled.

Wambua, 17, used to have to skip 
church services to walk to the dam, 

where in the dry 
season, many 
from her village 
would scoop 
the sand on a 
nearby riverbed 
to get water 
because the level 
had dropped so 
much.

The borehole, 
w h i c h 
c o m m u n i t y 
leaders said 
was drilled 
with help from 
World Vision, 
also helped her 
recover part of 

her life.
“This water is clean. It’s a blessing,” 

she said. “Now I have more time for 
schoolwork and church activities.”

On a continent where people spend 
long hours trekking and queuing for 
water that is not always clean, such 
projects, initiated by church groups 
and NGOs, improve the livelihoods of 
women and children.

But they don’t solve the problem of 
water shortages, and amid drought 

conditions the aquifers that the 
boreholes tap are also under threat.

The World Health Organization has 
designated March 22 as World Water 
Day. The U.N. agency estimates that 
there are more than 663 million people 
“living without a safe water supply close 
to home, spending countless hours 
queuing or trekking to distant sources, 
and coping with the health impacts of 
using contaminated water.”

This year’s theme is “Why waste 
water?” with an emphasis on reducing, 
treating and reusing wastewater.

The drought in the Sahel — a region 
that forms a dry belt across northern 
Africa — has left millions without any 
water to drink and is being linked to 
three deaths in recent days in Kenya due 
to consumption of unsafe water.

“There are no drops to reduce recycle 
or reuse,” said Professor Jesse Mugambi 
of the University of Nairobi, who added 
that many in the region are spending 
World Water Day “praying for drops of 
rain to quench their thirst and that of 
their livestock.”

In Machakos, a county about 40 miles 
southeast of Nairobi, Anglican Bishop 
Joseph Mutie Kanuku said people in 
his diocese walk as many as 10 miles or 

more to find water.
“The people — many women and 

children — are suffering serious 
shortages. The journey they take also 
slows down development and church 
work,” he said.

Evangelical pastor Mutua Munyaka 
of the nearby Kavunyu Africa Inland 
Church said his church can only do so 
much.

“We have drilled boreholes, built 
community dams and surface dams 
across streams, but still the demand 
is much higher,” Kanuku said. “The 
church’s help can go far, but the 
government must shoulder the bigger 
responsibility.”

Kanuku blamed climate change for 
much of the problem and said more 
trees and sand dams are needed to keep 
water from flowing out to the Indian 
Ocean.

He fears that drilling more boreholes 
— a common practice at the moment — 
will worsen the water crisis in regions.

“By drilling, we are not adding water 
to the ground. Within a few years, the 
water table will sink further,” he said.

(Fredrick Nzwili is an RNS 
correspondent based in Nairobi)

 Eunice Wambua, left, and Joel Kimeu wait for cans to fill at a well near 
Mango, Kenya, on March 17, 2017. Wambua says life is much easier for 

her since the drilling of the well. RNS photo by Fredrick Nzwili
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When the Shepherd and the Sheep Love each Other – 
Pastor and Congregant Agree to have an Affair

The pastor due to the office he 
holds and the Lord he serves 
has an unlimited access lady pa-

rishioners. Homes are easily opened for 
him and calls swiftly answered. Nobody 
imagines that a minister will take advan-
tage of such women. It is no necessary 
that the two will hit the road with a clear 
goal of an affair. What might start as an 
innocent interaction gradually gets a life 
of its own. 

Women who are most vulnerable but 
might be willing to the affair are:
•	 Grieving	 women	 –	 These	 one	 look	

for a shoulder to cry on and comfort 
from the man of God. The minister 
takes advantage of her distress and at 
her most vulnerable point she might 
easily yield. Since sex in away brings 
comfort and validation, she offers her 
body in exchange of affirmation. If 
widowed, the minister appoints him-
self as the “filler of gap” and “wearer of 
the shoes” that the deceased left.

•	 Childless	women	–	A	married	wom-
an who is unable to conceive faces 
spiritual, psychological, and social 
challenges and stigma. In such mat-
ters, she might turn to the minister 
for counsel and prayers. If care is not 
taken, such sessions might lead to the 
woman expressing some intimate de-
tails of her marriage. If wisdom lacks, 
the discussion can sexually arouse the 
minister. Within no time, he might of-
fer himself as answer to her problems 
as long as she never reveals how she 
conceived.

•	 Domestic	violence	victims	–	The	min-
ister offers himself as a safe refuge to 
victims of domestic violence. When 
they come asking for comfort, he en-
tices them to believe that part of their 
healing will come from a sexual en-
counter.

•	 Emotionally	distressed	women	–	Peo-
ple face all kinds of challenges in this 
life. If not seeking the minister for 
prayers, it is word of encouragement 
or a home visit. The minister comes 
out as an emotional clutch that the 
woman can lean on. An emotionally 
distressed woman is an easy prey for a 
randy minister.

•	 Divorced	 women	 –	 Divorced	 wom-
en struggle with many issues like 
low self-esteem, emotional pain, and 
loneliness. They have already faced re-
jection and in many cases have been 
dragged through the mud. All they 
need is love and acceptance and some-
times never realize the sexual trap that 
has been laid until they are in.

•	 Sexually	unsatisfied	married	women	–	
Not every married woman is sexually 
satisfied. Some are in marriages where 
there is no love and affection, husband 
cannot much their libido or emotion-
ally unavailable and forced sex is the 
norm. In other homes, the husbands 
are drunkards or are medically indis-
posed to perform satisfying sexual en-
counters. Undoubtedly, intimate de-
tails get spilled out when the woman 
meets the pastor for counseling. The 
minister if not careful can easily arise 
to meet her need.

•	 Senior	 singles	 –	The	 society	 places	 a	
lot of pressure on unmarried singles. 
Though all single ladies are at a risk, 
the most vulnerable are the senior sin-
gles. These could be women that ac-
cording to the society’s standards have 
passed a certain age. Most of them 
could be financially stable and great 
supporters of the ministry; a char-
acteristic that easily draws attention. 
Other may consider sleeping with 
the minister an extra mile in making 
him happy. To those yearning to have 

children of their own, they may opt to 
conceive with the man of God.

•	 Deserted	women	–	There	are	husbands	
who are never at home—too busy at 
work, evening classes, business trips, 
and working overseas. They make 
sure their wives have everything other 
than physical presence. The wives de-
sire physical touch and someone her 
kids can play with. The minister starts 
visiting her and she gets mesmerized 
by how he connects with her children. 
The minister’s spouse develops a close 
friendship and feels pity on her. Soon, 
the pastor passes by her house fre-
quently. It is not long before singly or 
together, they set a meeting when she 
will be alone in her house. That could 
as well be the start of an affair.

•	 Liberal	women	–	In	these	days,	there	
are women who are too liberal. They 
don’t consider sexual immorality as 
sin but just another way of pursuing 
happiness. They prefer no-strings at-
tached sex as a way to celebrate wom-
en liberation. They don’t care what 
others will say but will seduce the 
minister and later dump him if they 
get a better catch. To them the minis-
ter is merely a-friend-with benefits.

•	Women	looking	for	father	figures	–	In	
this day and time, there are many girls 
who have grown up without their fa-
thers. The only father they know is you. 
You dedicated them, baptized them, 
attended their graduation. When they 
had teenage issues, they came looking 
for you. To them, you are a dad. Such 
a lady might seek a father-daughter 
relationship with the minister. Such a 
relationship gives the girl freedom to 
believe that she is safe with the man. 
An amorous minister might as well 
manipulate her and introduce sex 
into the equation. The lady gets all the 
man-attention she needs for exchange 

of sex with the minister.
•	 Pull	of	power	–	The	pastoral	office	is	

endowed with both real and perceived 
power. The minister is a public figure 
who is admired by many. He bold-
ly speaks his mind and no one dares 
raise a finger. He can both bless and 

curse. He is a spiritual authority and 
talks with God. Such traits can easily 
draw women to the minister. If his 
guards are down, he can easily be se-
duced and find himself dispensing 
sexual power instead.

•	 Sexually	immoral	women	–	There	are	
those ladies who are just immoral. 
They don’t care of the minister’s office 
or marital status. They will seduce the 
minister and expose their body parts 
with a view of enticing them. They en-
sure that encounters with the minister 
leaves him with clear images of their 
cleavages, midriff, and thighs. These 
are dangerous women and will not 
stop until the minister gives in. Once 
he is trapped, he blackmailed and 
threatened with exposure if he fails 
to meet their needs. They ensure that 
they engage him in wild sex and soon 
he is the one following them.

Another group that can fall prey and 
start off an affair with the ministers is:

•	 Female	 staff	 especially	 personal	 as-
sistants and secretaries – Ministers 
spend ample time with their staff 
members. Hours spent together 
means they can naturally grow fond 
of each other. Such relationships are 
trusted by many and nobody can sus-
pect that an affair is brewing. Trips are 
organized the minister and the staff 
have to attend. Sometimes, the pastor 
has to work late and the PA or secre-
tary must wait until he is done. Such 
opportunities if not well-handled can 
blossom into affairs. The minister and 
the staff can: 

•	 Hire	PAs	or	secretaries	of	same	gender	
as the minister

•	 Avoid	 clothes	 that	 expose	 too	 much	
body especially cleavage and thighs

•	 If	working	late,	release	the	staff	to	go	
home early

•	 If	 on	 a	 trip,	 avoid	 neighboring	 hotel	
rooms and visiting each other in the 
room

•	 Befriend	each	other’s	family	especially	
the spouses

•	 Establish	clear	and	safe	boundaries
•	 Give	room	for	expression	of	discom-

fort or concern
•	 High	 value	 volunteers	 like	 worship	

leaders – Every minister loves high 
value volunteers. They are blessing 
to the church and make the minis-
try easy and fulfilling. They are self-
led and easily catch the dream and 
the heart of the pastor. Unfortunate-
ly, there have been cases where such 
volunteers have ended up in bed with 
the pastor. If boundaries are not estab-
lished, the minister and the volunteer 
grow too fond of each other; lines are 
blurred and moral failure checks in.

 The minister comes 
out as an emotional 

clutch that the woman 
can lean on. An 

emotionally distressed 
woman is an easy prey 

for a randy minister.
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Rev. Nicodemus Waka

A Forever Kingdom Without 
Boredom!

By: Pastor Nicodemus Waka

EASTER is a season about a King 
who died, Rose again and is 
alive forever! We live in a world 

in which endings are a must; Agili-
ty becomes inability, Bravery turns to 
weakness, cars work for only so long, 
delights become Dim, extra career 
conclude, physical life itself ultimate-
ly ends. Most kingdoms of this world 
meet with uprisings and invasions and 
finally collapse.

God, our God reigns forever over be-
ginnings and endings HE IS ALPHA 
AND OMEGA. This forever God gives 
all the willing hope without end.

EASTER is about fulfilled prophe-
cies and promises: “AND THY HOUSE 
AND THY KINGDOM SHALL BE ES-
TABLISHED FOR EVER” (2 Samuel 
1:16) this promise was fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ.

Thank God, the sinless son of God 
died to pay the penalty for sin, and His 
resurrection broke the power of that 
penalty, sin and death are no longer the 
winners, we are in a season to celebrate 
resurrection! No boredom for our king 
is alive forever more: Now we can con-
fidently say, He lives! See He leads, sing 
He saves, sow in tears and suffer for a 
cause!

Believers have cause for joy at EAS-
TER, Margaret Owen Goodroe writing 

on: Resurrection Proof: puts it 
well:- “Those who saw Jesus as-
cend in the clouds and go up to 
the Father were filled with great 
joy, they were told that even as 
Jesus went up, He would some-
day come again in the same 
way. As the disciples returned 
to Jerusalem, they continued 
worshiping and praising God. 
What a thrilling experience 
this had been – one of joy and 
victory, Certainly there is no 
boredom about this!

That the resurrected Christ 
gives life and peace, He alone 
transforms empty, searching 
lives into ones radiant with His 
Eternal presence. No wonder in 
Psalms 16:11 we read; - “Thou 

wilt show me the path of life; in thy 
presence is fullness of joy, at thy right 
Hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

No boredom in Christ’s kingdom for 
as in the case of Lazarus;  in John 11 
Jesus Christ in His view said death is a 
but sleep, which actually implies that 
those who die in the Lord shall soon be 
awakened up by the Lord who Himself 
conquered death. 

How good to know that our death 
shall never prove that our Lord is 
powerless or uncaring. In our death is 
Christ’s opportunity to glorify Himself.

It is said well that: - “YOU ARE NOT 
TRULY READY TO LIVE UNTIL 
YOU ARE READY TO DIE.” And that 

death’s summons cannot be refused! 
But to believers, death is a joyous 
home- coming! No wonder the Apos-
tle Paul says; - “FOR TO ME TO LIVE 
IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN” 
(Philippians 1:21)

One who embraced Christianity ex-
pressed it in a chorus:- 

“Because He lives 
I can face tomorrow
Because He lives 
All fear is gone 
Because I know 
He holds the future and life is worth 

living 
Because He lives!”
Cheerful responses are heard from 

many who have embraced kingdom 
principles Charles Wesley declared in 
his Anthem of praise, “Amazing love, 
how can it be, that thou should die for 
me!”

The Love of God publicly displayed at 
the cross brings life forever to all that 
choose to be grateful to the king of 
Kings and Lord of lords Jesus Christ. 

There is a timeless and strong old say-
ing; - “The ground is always level at the 
foot of the cross,” it was in the first cen-
tury and it still is Today, that the foot 
of the cross is where pampers, princes, 
well-known, unknowns, generals, cen-
turions, Reverends, Non- reverends 
find level ground to kneel; and embrace 
the Christ who died, rose again and 
lives forever!

I often think, that those whom Jesus 
Christ has set free now have a freedom 
that has no room for boredom for they 
have a divine place of peace in the king-
dom!

It has been said that at the cross of 
Calvary, we stand at the cross-roads to 
heaven or hell; no wonder one of the 
criminals railed at the Lord in unbe-
lief while the other cried out in faith, “ 
LORD REMEMBER ME WHEN YOU 
COME INTO YOUR KINGDOM.” 
(Luke 23:42)

To him Jesus Christ said, “Today 
you will be with me in paradise”. (Luke 
23:43)

Cindy Hess Kasper says Easter and 

Christmas are the most joyful celebra-
tions of the year for the Christian and 
both are essential, a clear evidence of 
God’s love for us. Anonymous did put 
it well: “Christmas and Easter are two 
chapters of the same book”. Certainly 
there is no boredom about such fresh 
knowledge! The knowledge that speaks 
thus:- “To usher me in Kingdom of His 
love, Jesus died for me; to respond to 
such sacrificial love, I choose to live for 
Him!

The Apostle Paul asks o death, where 
is your sting? O Hades, where is your 
victory? (I Corinthians 15:55) No won-
der it is said that Jesus’ resurrection 
spelled the death of death.” One verse 
that brings cheer to my heart and head 
is Hebrews 12:2.

“Looking unto Jesus, the Author and 
finisher of our Faith”. An anonymous 
adds: “Christ’s victory in the past, gives 
courage for the present and hope for 
the future.” I used to hear my Mentor 
say that whoever truly belongs to God’s 
kingdom shows it in his/her behaviour 
in his/her country” a reminder of Mat-
thew 22:21 – render therefore to Cae-
sar the things that are Caesar’s and to 
God the things that are God’s. We are 
reminded that believers have dual cit-
izenship:- 

Our country (human Authority) and 
God’s kingdom (spiritual authority) 
and we have God given responsibilities 
to both and that when we genuinely 
begin right: Seeking first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness (Mat-
thew 6:33 and Acts 5:28-29) for it is 
disregarding God’s order that leads to 
disorder. God’s wisdom demands that 
His kingdom has citizens who are too 
excited with kingdom matters to leave 
any room for boredom. I have found 
out that boredom is a burden God nev-
er intended for those in His Kingdom 
to bear.    

Pst. Nicodemus Waka
KAG Githurai “44”
Tel: 0725-875 677
Email: nickwakagithurai44@yahoo.com
NAIROBI, Kenya 

No boredom in Christ’s 
kingdom for as in the 

case of Lazarus;  in John 
11 Jesus Christ in His 

view said death is a but 
sleep, which actually 

implies that those who 
die in the Lord shall 

soon be awakened up 
by the Lord who Himself 

conquered death.
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“The greatest leader is not necessarily 
the one who does the greatest things. 

He is the one that gets the people 
to do the greatest things.” Ronald 

Reagan

If you would not be forgotten, as 
soon as you are dead and rotten, 

either write things worth reading, 
or do things worth the writing. —

Benjamin Franklin

“The ultimate measure of a man is 
not where he stands in moments 

of comfort, but where he stands at 
times of challenge and controversy.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Quotes

Worship

Today’s Worship Leading Tips 

By Isaac Oyuga.

It is a wonder how quite a number 
of worship leaders approach lead-
ing worship. Are you the kind of 

worship leader who comes to a Sunday 
service and that is where you get busy 
seeking a visitation? 

The order of worship can be observed 
in the lives of the Biblical Patriarchs. 
Laying of an altar was never a prede-
cessor of a divine experience with God. 
Take Jacob for instance, not once did he 
have an experience with God first and 
later built an altar. He wrestled with 
God first and then built the altar to 
commemorate the experience. That is 
how it ought to be. 

I recall my first experiences as a wor-
ship leader. Nobody took me through 
the drills. The confusion between what 
is praise and what is worship could not 
be louder. I remember trying to find 
my way in that maze where I once held 
the almost common notion that praise 
is singing zile nyimbo za haraka hara-
ka and worship is zile nyimbo za pole 
pole (Praise was singing fast songs 
while worship the slow ones). In fact 
the sessions I could have considered 
very successful were those that appar-
ently earned me a pat on the back or 
a comment or two from congregants 
with whom the songs had resonated 
very well. 

Little did I know that worship and 
praise have very little to do with the 
music. Today, I would not hesitate to 
devalue talent compared to anointing 
for worship leading. This is where I 
guess someone might misconstrue that 
I do not appreciate the gifts of singers 
and musicians in general. I value good 
music because I believe God deserves 

the best. My point however, is that 
Praise and Worship can and does 
often happen without music. 

Some of the names of God like 
Jehovah Jireh were born out of ex-
periences with God even though 
the Bible does not record any mu-
sical engagement. There is no men-
tion of music when Abraham was 
about to offer Isaac as a sacrifice 
and Jireh provided the lamb. Abra-
ham’s witness account was that he 
saw God for who God truly was, 
Jehovah Jireh. This is what I have 
come to understand that worship 
is; seeing God for who He is. As 

we shall see in future articles, sin in fact 
was a product of distorted or corrupted 
worship. But that is for another day. All 
I mean to say is that singing is not syn-
onymous with praise nor worship.

Because of this misunderstanding, 
many a worship leaders today work so 
hard to be mere taps. Look at it this way, 
the tap comes into contact with water 
but does not get the value of it. Worse 
in fact is if the tap is not wrought from 
‘quality’ material; it rusts. The tap does 
not know the value of the water because 
it lacks the capacity to thirst. Its work is 
just to control and direct the flow. This 
is exactly what a talented singer with-
out the anointing of God or not surren-
dered to the flow of the Holy Spirit can 
be likened to; a mere tap! What a Mer-
ciful God we Worship.

A thirsty worship leader will take 
quality time in his everyday life to ex-
perience God. As the deer pants for the 
waters, your soul daily longs for God. 
And with each quenching experience 
you build an altar. Come Sunday, you 
lead others to build a mega monumen-
tal altar that signifies the congregation’s 
cumulative experiences with God. This 
mega altar is monumental and stands 
out because the church together has 
never offered a sacrifice like this before, 
because they have never had an expe-
rience like this with God before. Each 
person in the congregation will there-
fore raise a praise (speak good about 
what God has done for them during the 
week) and worship (see Him for who 
He is based upon truths revealed to 
them during the week). The more this 
happens, the more God visits each one 
because He knows that the congrega-

tion will be faithful to  desire to experi-
ence Him more the coming week. 

But this is not what we do in churches 
today. Our praise and worship sessions 
are laden with other people’s songs of 
thanksgiving when God may be ex-
pecting us to sing to Him a new song. 
Every experience deserves a new song 
because of the new thing God has done. 
Yet in your years as a worshiper or wor-
ship leader you may have no record of 
a congregational song you sung/com-
posed that speaks of an experience you 
have had with God. 

Close your eyes and imagine the cu-
mulative impact of each person’s new 
experience every week. And as the 
worship leader, you have prepared ad-
equately and are flowing with the Spir-
it of God. Glorious indeed. But just to 
be clear, I am not laying emphasis to 
adequate musical preparation here, 
and neither am I saying it should not 
happen. I am simply saying, fervently 
prepare to have an encounter with God 
upon which you will lay the founda-
tions of your Sunday worship. Prepar-
ing songs is important but it is only a 
strand of the larger fabric from which 
monumental worship is woven. 

How many Sundays can you confi-
dently say you went into the service to 
lead people into worship knowing the 
will of the Spirit for that service? Which 
messenger goes to deliver a message 
he does not have? The secret is sitting 
at the feet of the Master daily to learn 
His will; soaking therein in the Word of 
God. 

That said, I am certain there is still 
much more we can explore and learn 
about praise and worship. There is no 
other time, now is, for you to seek ways 
to improve the standards of worship in 
your church.

So do you desire your Sunday wor-
ship sessions to be more glorious? Is 
your will to see people receive Christ 
and get all manner of breakthroughs 
during Praise and Worship? Spend time 
with God during the week to get the ex-
perience, and then build the altar on 
Sunday to commemorate the awesome 
experience you had with God. This way, 
every Sunday you will always stand in 
awe of the Awesome Wonder that God 
has revealed to you during the week!!
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letters 
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Dear Editor
I happened to pomp 

into the Christian Times 
newspaper December 

issue and was impressed 
by the manner you’ve 

covered content of great 
help. As a young man 

looking forward to wed 
in future the topic “A-Z of 
courtship before you say 
I do” caught my attention. 

However, I realized that 
I’ve missed a number 
of issues because the 

December one covered 
‘Y’ of courtship. How 
Do I get the previous 

materials?

Eric W. Njenga
AP officer Embakasi

For comments, 
complements or 
opinion write a 
short text to the 

editor

Email the editor, Christian 
Times on 

njiri.kag@gmail.com 
or 

sms to 
0737 619 930. Include 
your full names and 

address.  
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By David Njiri

Just as blood is essential to the body, 
so is effective communication to a 
growing relationship. For lack of 

blood, life goes out and in the same way 
for lack of effective communication re-
lationship dies out.

Marriage candidates need enough 
time to communicate with each other 
and not to talk at each other. It is pos-
sible for people in courtship to have ca-
sual communication thinking they’ve 
communicated enough about them-
selves to move on to say ‘yes I do’. Casual 
communication in this context is talking 
about general things e.g. how was your 
day? How is your work? How was your 
journey? Just to mention but a few. This 
kind of communication usually touches 
on the surface of the matter.

Wedding couples need to talk about 
various issues concerning themselves. 
These include: what each person like 
and doesn’t like, goal for the relation-
ship, when to wed and where, where to 
stay after the wedding, who to officiate 
the wedding, who to be the best cou-
ple etc. They need to talk about their 
income, the much to spend in the wed-
ding, how to keep boundaries until they 
say I do, when to have children, where 
to go for honeymoon, share their expec-
tations and fears, where to go to church 
after wedding, if any of the partner has 
a kid - they need to talk on how to take 
care of him/her, the lady needs to know 
the favorite food of his husband to be, 
communicate on how to handle dispute 
etc.

There is much a marriage candidates 
need to talk and the list is not exhaustive 
for the purpose of making the relation-
ship better. Amos 3:3 says, “Do two walk 
together unless they agree to do so?” It is 
important for the marriage candidates 
to talk and agree because if they don’t 
they can’t walk together. 

There must be a concession that the 
parties involved is willing to marry 
without force, threat, persuasion or ma-
nipulation. It has to be a willful decision 
each person is making and this comes 
after communicating and agreeing with 
one another; that you’re meant for each 
other.

Rev. waka says, “Love is not necessar-
ily looking at each other but facing one 
direction.” Facing one direction comes 
as a result of a healthy communication 
that leads to speaking one language. 
That is love! It doesn’t matter what other 
people say or do, if you speak one lan-
guage no force will be able to separate 
you.

Effective communication involves 
talking honestly to the other person 

through the language he/she under-
stand, and listening to him/her to un-
derstand what is being communicated. 
It not only involves talking, but also 
body language. In effective communica-
tion the body language agrees with the 
mouth. It is possible to say one thing 
with your mouth and a different thing 
with your body language.

Poor communication is a major cause 
of many breakup relationships we have 
today. It is said that an average couple 
has 23% meaningful communication 
per week. This shows that marriage can-
didates can take time to talk about other 
people and fail to talk about themselves 
and what is affecting them. To assume 
the other party is with you and moving 
ahead to make major decisions con-
cerning both of you without consulting 
him or her will result in conflict. Mar-
riage candidates must learn to involve 
one another in their matters to avoid 
creating opportunities for mistrust and 
suspicion. You may have a well-intend-
ed idea that will bless both of you, but 
if you move on to implement it without 
consulting the other person; you’ll face 
resistance.

One adjustment wedding couples 
need to do before they wed is learning 
to involve each other in whatever they’re 
doing. Before the relationship started 
each one didn’t have to consult, but after 
relationship has started you must be ac-
countable to each other. If anyone has a 
plan to further education, going abroad, 
start a business, take a loan or travel – 

communicate with your partner. Cou-
ples who operate in secrets; sooner or 
later will clash and this may have neg-
ative consequence to their relationship. 

I was told of a couple where the hus-
band bought a plot and built a house for 
the family without the knowledge of the 
wife. He wanted to make it as a surprise 
to the wife. After the construction was 
done and the house ready for occupa-
tion he went ahead to invite friends for 
the opening ceremony of the house. He 
later disclosed it to the wife. The wife 

was disappointed by him to the extent 
she refused to attend the opening cere-
mony. She said to him there are things 
she could expect as a surprise, but not 
purchasing a plot and doing construc-
tion behind her backs. The wife was 
shocked to know how secretive her hus-

band was and wondered how many oth-
er secrets he had for himself.

It’s not enough for a marriage candi-
date to say they love each other and as-
sume they agree on everything having 
not communicated. Honest commu-
nication helps one understand his/her 
partner better and come closer to each 
other. A communicating couple will 
handle their disagreements and con-
flicts in a healthy manner and find solu-
tion on the way forward, as opposed to a 
couple who don’t communicate.

Effective communication is tough task 
and it is a two way communication. It 
involves expressing yourself as well as 
listening to your partner. While many 
people love to speak and be listened 
to, it takes a high discipline to keep si-
lent and actively listen to your partner. 
Sometimes people in a relationship may 
talk and argue vigorously, but fail to 
communicate because there is no one 
ready to listen to the other. 

Each partner should feel free to com-
municate and express him/herself with-
out fear or feeling timid. A healthy re-
lationship will attract diverse views and 
does not mean in any way that because 
you communicate you have to agree on 
everything. Disagreement is part of a 
healthy relationship, and this shows in-
deed we are different. However, effective 
communication will help handle the dif-
ferences and come to a middle ground.

Whenever there is a communication 
breakdown in a relationship, the parties 
involved tend to look for ways to com-

Courtship

A – Z of Courtship before you     say I do (“C”) – Communication

 In effective 
communication 

the body language 
agrees with the 

mouth. It is possible 
to say one thing with 

your mouth and a 
different thing with 

your body language.
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plement the breakdown. They may opt 
to communicate through short mes-
sages, through friends or relatives etc. 
These alternative means of communica-
tion cannot in any way compliment one 
on one communication between part-
ners in a relationship. A text message 
can’t give full details required in proper 
communication, neither can friends nor 
relatives effectively communicate on 
one’s behalf.

Lack of proper communication results 
in communication gaps. In that scenario 
couples tend to fill these gaps with their 
own imaginations to have a complete 
communication of their partners miss-
ing links, and when this happens they 
may arrive at a wrong conclusion.

 Sometimes the message given 
through a third party is different from 
the intended message and this can be 
a source of misunderstanding between 
marriage candidates. Communication 
in relationship sometimes is complex 
because even when you remain silent, it 
is still a communication.

There are three levels of communica-
tion people operate at. They includes; 
passive communication, selective com-
munication, and active communication.

a). Passive communication – This 
communication involves listening while 
doing something else. In this level, the 
listener hears part of communication 
while some passes him/her. There is 
less attention to the one communicat-

ing and much attention on something 
else. For instance, the lady could be lis-
tening while watching her favorite TV 
program, or the husband could be writ-
ing a text on the phone. In this case, the 
attention given to listening is very little 
and therefore couple must agree on the 
right time and place to communicate 
free from other interferences.

b). Selective listening –In this level, a 
person hears what he want to hear and 
shut up himself from hearing what he 
doesn’t. It could be he/she doesn’t like 
the idea and therefore will use various 
mechanism not to hear; including inter-
rupting before the other party finishes. 
Usually when the marriage candidates 
have a disagreement they might find 
themselves operating under this level, 
as each person defends him/herself. It is 
therefore important to discipline oneself 
to listen to the other party despite of not 
agreeing with him or her and later give 
it a thought especially after anger sub-
sides.

c). Active communication – This in-
volves giving full attention to the one 
speaking and thus listening to what 
is being said. It involves keeping the 
eye contact, facial expression, and re-
sponding where necessary. In active 
communication you’re able to identify 
with your partner, and understand what 
is being communicated. This level of 
communication happens when couples 
agree on the right place, right time, use 

right words, and right response. In this 
level there is no interruption or misin-
terpreting of facts.

A healthy relationship demands good 
communication skills and if it dies the 
relationship dies too.

It takes high discipline to give your 
partner time to finish expressing him/
herself without attempting to finish for 
him/her. Sometimes pride is a hindrance 
to effective communication – where an 
individual comes with a fix mind that it 
has to be done in a particular way and 
therefore shutting up himself from lis-
tening to a different opinion. 

I’ve heard people say, “I don’t want to 
hear!” In such a scenario even if the oth-
er party had a good idea that could have 
solved the problem, he has no chance 
to express it. May be the other partner 
is angry and therefore it may mean it is 
not the right time to communicate. In 
such a case, postponing communication 
to a later appropriate day may be wise to 
seek audience. 

It is also wise not to discuss weighty 
issues when one or both of you are tired, 
hungry, or busy for the obvious reason; 
attention will be minimal. 

Three factors that affect effective com-
munication are: time, choice of words 
and environment.

a) Time: If you attempt to communi-
cate with a person when he is tired, busy, 
hungry or stressed; chances are very low 
to get required attention. Sometimes 

you’ll experience exchange of words, 
the person may decide to walk out, keep 
silent or get the wrong response. Some-
time a wife may have a pressing issue she 
want to discuss in the morning when 
the husband is hurriedly preparing to 
catch up with the bus to get to the work. 
Most likely she will not get the needed 
attention and will be left frustrated and 
moody.

b). Choice of words: Sometimes com-
munication fails because of choice of 
words. If for instance one partner says, 
“I don’t know what is wrong with your 
ears!” Such a statement makes the oth-
er partner feel intimidated and may af-
fect further communication resulting in 
communication breakdown. Patience in 
communication results in communica-
tion breakthrough.  

c). Right environment:  Right envi-
ronment means away from any possible 
distraction. Some of the distractions are 
people interference, phone calls, noise 
etc. It is advisable to look for a quiet 
place free from interferences in order to 
communicate effectively. More so, com-
munication could be ineffective because 
one of the partners is in a hurry to at-
tend a certain matter. In such an envi-
ronment concentration in the commu-
nication would be minimal. 

Communication works well when 
both the partners are relaxed, free of 
anxiety and away from interferences. 

A – Z of Courtship before you     say I do (“C”) – Communication

The Wisdom of Abigail: A Model for 
Good People Skills

By Rev. Gregg Johnson

Then David said to Abigail: 
‘Blessed is the LORD God of 
Israel, who sent you this day to 

meet me! And blessed is your advice and 
blessed are you, because you have kept 
me this day from coming to bloodshed 
and from avenging myself with my own 

hand.” - 1 Samuel 25:32-
22

Though her merits 
are numerous, Abigail’s 
ability to persuade 
started with one 
simple quality. She 
was likable. David was 
furious with Nabal and 
wanted vengeance. But, 
fortunately for Nabal, 
there was something 
in his wife that made 
David pause, something 
about her that softened 
his contempt and 
calmed the rage in his 

spirit. Abigail was disarming. She had 
a demeanor that enchanted David to 
let down his guard and listen—and be 

persuaded. Abigail was likable.
 The first step in developing people 

skills is being likable. It’s the condition 
of invoking a favorable and caring 
perception from people. Obviously, 
if people don’t like you, they will not 
allow themselves to be influenced or 
persuaded by you. Instead, they will see 
you as one not to be trusted.

Abigail fell on her face before David. 
She bowed down to the ground and then 
asked to be heard. This is not to suggest 
we prostrate ourselves in the dirt, or 
slobber patronizing platitudes upon our 
prospect in order to win them over. No. 
But it does suggest that effective people 
skills begin with a few simple qualities 
to make us appealing and disarming to 
others.

Continue page 19
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By David Njiri

I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel 
is preached throughout the world, 
what she has done will also be told in 

memory of her” (Mark 14:9). 
It seems that most people are not 

committed to the spirit of excellence and 
thus are satisfied with the ordinary. To 
them, excellence is wasting oneself. They 
will never do anything unique, will never 
accommodate change, improve their 
productivity, or challenge themselves to 
grow or attempt something new. Settling 
on the ordinary is what that is termed as 
mediocrity. A society will never experience 
a difference with mediocrity mind. 

It is sad to say in the modern society, 
people are not interested in offering 
excellent services; rather they strive for 
that which brings them quick returns. 
Hard work is termed as old fashioned 
lifestyle. 

Professionals’ compromise on 
professionalism in quest for quick 
gains e.g. an engineer compromises 
on the standard of the materials used 
to construct a good road – in order to 
benefit from the proceeds resulting in 
substandard roads. Leaders compromise 
on service delivery to the people in 
order to make a quick gain. Wherever 
corruption thrives; excellence cannot be 
attained. 

In Jesus’ time Israel and her 
neighbouring countries were under the 
Roman’s Empire. According to Roman’s 
law a Roman soldier could demand 

a resident of the colony to carry his 
baggage as far as one mile. Then the 
soldier was supposed to find another 
man carry his baggage for the next mile. 
The first mile was compulsory, it was a 
requirement, out of duty, non negotiable 
and a command. You either carried the 
bag willingly or unwillingly; provided 
you fulfilled the requirement of one 
mile.  Jews hated this. 

While teaching about excellence Jesus 
said, “If someone forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two miles” (Mt 5:41). 

While the first mile was out of 
obligation, the second mile was 
voluntary, sacrifice, out of good will and 
motivated by the spirit of excellence. 
In this context, Jesus demonstrated a 
service of excellence as that one which 
goes beyond the ordinary.  

  The incident described in Mark 14 
happened two days before the Jewish 
Passover feast according to Mark, and it 
seems to be the same even described by 
John in the Gospel that bears his name, 
John 12:1-8 that indicates the event 
having taken place six days before the 
Passover. 

Jesus had been in Jerusalem for some 
days before the Passover festival. The 
Passover celebration was an annual feast 
observed by Jews in commemoration of 
their deliverance from Egypt and birth 
of Israel’s nation. 

During this festivity, Jerusalem’s 
population which was about 50,000 
swelled to reach 250,000. 

While the woman 
in the picture 
figured how to offer 
Christ a service 
of excellence, 
Jewish leaders were 
looking for sly 
ways to arrest and 
kill him. Of coarse 
both of them were 
seeking ways of 
having a meaningful 
“Easter”.

While at Bethany, 
a banquet was 
prepared in honour 
of Jesus at the house 
of Simon the leaper. 
While reclining at 
the table, a woman 
whom John identify 
as Mary – the sister 
of Lazarus came up 
with an alabaster jar 
of a very expensive 
perfume. She broke 

the neck of the jar and poured the 
perfume on his head. It was customary 
to anoint the heads of important guests, 
but Mary’s action was extreme. 

Whatever her economic status, this 
perfume (an oil from the root probably 
imported from India or South Arabia) 
was worth a year wage of a common 
labourer.  The perfume probably had 
been kept in the family from generation 
to generation, the way people keep gold 
as financial security of the family – the 

actual price being three hundred dinarii.
As soon as she broke the neck of the 

perfume jar, the house was filled with 
fragrance. As long as the perfume was 
kept in the jar, there was no fragrance 

and therefore it benefitted no one.
Her action attracted attention of all 

who were in the house. Some of the 
people were indignant and rebuked her 
harshly – terming her service as a waste 
of the perfume. John identifies one of the 
critics as Judas Iscariot. 

Jesus responded, “leave her alone… 
why are you bothering her?... She has 
done a beautiful thing to me. The poor 
you will always have with you, and you 
can help them at your own convenience, 
but you will not always have me” (Mark 
14:6-7). From this incident we draw 
some lessons we can apply in our daily 
living.

a). The Spirit of excellence will never 
settle at the second best (v.3) - Most 
people don’t give themselves fully to a 
worth course and that’s why excellence is 
not achieved. They settle at the ordinary 
and as a result no impact or change is 
realized from their service. You’ll find 
people saying, ‘this is how our family 
has been and are accustomed to it.” As 
a result, no one dares to do something 
beyond the ordinary and therefore status 
quo remains.

But a person committed to the spirit 
of excellence is never contented with 
the ordinary. He strives for excellence; 
giving himself fully to whatever he does. 
This is well demonstrated in our daily 
life in terms of our service to God and 
our fellow men. 

The woman who anointed Christ 
was driven by the spirit of excellence. 
The author takes time to give details of 
the perfume she used. “A woman came 
with an alabaster jar of very expensive 
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke 
the jar and poured the perfume on his 
head.”(v.3). There were various kind of 
perfumes in bible time, but this one was 
made of pure nard. Its value was worth a 
year wage of an ordinary labourer. More 
to that, she broke the jar and poured to 
Christ all of it - remaining with nothing.

The details given there above leave us 
with no doubt that this woman could 
settle on nothing else, other than the 
best. In doing so she demonstrated 
how much Christ mattered to her – the 
reason she offered him the best. 

Our service to God and fellow men 
demonstrate our love to Him. God want 
each person to serve him at his best 
with gifts and abilities entrusted to him/
her. God sometimes honour us with 
opportunities to serve him and fellow 
men at our best, but we don’t use them. 
There were many people attending the 

Excellence

The Spirit of Excellence in 
this Easter Season

  While the woman in 
the picture figured how 
to offer Christ a service 
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dinner, but only the woman who saw 
that opportunity to serve.

Hebrews 11:4 recognize Abel as a 
man who was committed to the spirit of 
excellence and as a result he gave a better 
sacrifice than his brother Cain. He was 
commended as a righteous man when 
God spoke well of his offering.

b). The Spirit of excellence will attract 
attention (v.4) - While most ordinary 
service pass unnoticed, a service of 
excellence will not pass unnoticed. It 
will draw attention from both those 
who are pleased and glorify God and 
those who are not. While on one hand it 
will result to praise and glorifying God, 
on the other hand it may attract sharp 
criticism from the quarters of mediocrity 
thinking. However, if you are committed 
to the spirit of excellence you should not 

allow criticism to distract you.
Immediately the woman broke the 

jar and poured out the perfume; the 
house was filled with fragrance of 
perfume. Everyone in the house noted 
that something extra-ordinary had 
happened and their attention was drawn 
to the woman. Among the crowd there 
were some who didn’t understand the 
meaning of excellence and termed the 
woman’s act as waste. “Some of those 
present were saying indignantly to one 
another, “Why this waste of perfume?” (v.4). 

I tend to think that these people were 
accustomed much to the ordinary to the 
extent of seeing a service of excellence 
as waste. When we keep good gifts to 
ourselves God is not glorified and no 
one notices. When the perfume was kept 
in the jar it profited nobody, until it was 

poured and fragrance filled the house. 
Service of excellence is a fragrance to 
the world that knows nothing about 
excellence. 

c). The spirit of excellence will never 
miss a well done from God (v.6-9) - 
Every good work done for God to glorify 
his name will never miss a well done 
from Him. Though a believer may suffer 
as he or she strives for excellence in order 
to please God, our greatest motivation 
is that every good work will receive its 
reward. Christ himself told his disciples 
they would suffer for doing good. 

While some of the people were 
criticizing the woman, she was not 
distracted from doing what she had 
purposed. Jesus saw them talking to 
each other discrediting what the woman 
was doing, He said; “Leave her alone! 

She has done a beautiful thing to me… 
she did what she could. I tell you the 
truth, wherever the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has 
done will also be told in memory of her.” 
(v.6,8,9).

Sometimes we listen to our critics and 
stop doing what blesses the heart of God. 
We need to be focused and listen to what 
our Master is saying to us, rather than 
what the critics are saying.

Jesus commended the woman for 
doing that which was within her 
capability without withholding and 
said her action would be mentioned 
wherever the gospel is preached.

In this Easter season onward, purpose 
to shift from the ordinary and begin to 
serve God and your fellow men driven 
by the spirit of excellence.

Teens: Why You Should Wait Until Marriage
By Rev. Gregg T. Johnson

People desperately need to be loved 
by someone who is important 
to them. This is especially true 

of young people. Just knowing that a 
person of the opposite sex finds you 
attractive, generates a warm, wonderful 
feeling.

When a guy and a girl are attracted 
to each other and begin spending time 
together, the excitement builds. They 
discover how pleasurable it is to touch 
and caress each other. This stirs their 
passions. Before long they are drawn 
toward sexual intercourse, and they 
begin to think, “If we really love each 
other, what’s wrong with having sex?”

There are many reasons why you 
should not engage in sex before marriage. 
They add up to one thing: What you gain 
by sex before marriage is not worth what 
you lose by it.

What do you gain? A brief thrill.
Perhaps some momentary pleasure. 
But what you lose by having sex before 
marriage can affect your entire life. Let 
us look at just a few of the reasons you 
should wait until marriage.

Ten good reasons why you should 
wait until marriage before having sex.

1. can ruin your chances of knowing 
real love - A girl makes a tragic mistake 
when she tries to gain love or hold on 
to it by giving sex. Real love may lead 
to engagement, marriage, and sex, but 
sex does not lead to real love. Instead, it 
often destroys your chances of knowing 
real love.

A nineteen year old girl had kept 
herself pure all through high school and 
the first year of college. She was going 
steady with a guy whom she liked very 
much. On the night before he left for 
summer vacation, she gave in to him. She 
thought, “Why shouldn’t I? He loves me, 

and I love 
him.”

W h a t 
happened? 
During the 
s u m m e r , 
she heard 
little from 
her “lover.” 
When he 
r e t u r n e d 
t h a t 
fall, she 
discovered 
that she 
had been 
d e c e i v e d 
into giving 
something 
v e r y 
precious to 
a guy who 
had no 
real love 
for her. He 
said, “Our 
last night 
t o g e t h e r 
was a nightmare…I would never marry 
you after that.”

2. can keep you from ever knowing 
God’s best - One of the wrong ideas 
concerning sex is that it is just a physical 
thrill to be enjoyed with whomever 
you choose. This makes sex cheap and 
meaningless, and it disregards certain 
facts about how we are made.

Sex is not just a physical act. In sexual 
intercourse, you and the other person 
become one. It is such an intimate 
experience that a part of you remains 
forever with the other person. When 
you do get married, you will find that 
you can never give your mate 100% of 
yourself. Why? Because you have given 

part of 
you rs e l f 
away to 
others. To 
take this 
lightly is 
not only 
f o o l i s h 
but it 
is plain 
ignorance 
of how 
G o d 
made us.

3. will 
h u r t 
your self-
esteem - 
The Bible 
says that 
a young 
p e r s o n 
s h o u l d 
learn to 
p o s s e s s 
his body 
w i t h 
h o n o r 

and not follow the ways of those who 
are immoral. A young person’s purity 
is his or her priceless possession. 
Unfortunately many do not realize this 
until it is too late.

Sometimes a girl is love-hungry, and 
she mistakes a fellow’s sex desire for 
the love she is looking for. She gives in 
to him. All too often, the guy does not 
really love her or respect her as a person. 
He wants sex and she is available, so 
he uses her to get what he wants. After 
awhile, he gets tired of her. She is like 
bargain-table goods—“Slightly soiled. 
Greatly reduced in price.”

She has nowhere to go in her search for 
love but to another guy who is looking 

for sex. She becomes cheap in her own 
eyes and in the eyes of others.

4. can leave you with life-long 
consequences - God has given you a 
conscience and you have to live with it. A 
42-year-old woman wrote, “When I was 
young, I fell into sins that have marred 
my life. My secret sins were committed in 
my teenage years. I have cried and cried 
in remorse, asking God to take the awful 
guilt out of my life”

You may get a few moments of 
“thrilling pleasure” out of sex before 
marriage, but is it worth this price?

5. can be a BIG disappointment - Do 
young people find sex as exciting and 
heavenly as they thought it would be? 
The answer is NO!

A study of premarital sex relations 
was made in a large clinic for unwed 
mothers. The question was asked of the 
unwed mothers, “Did you find the sex 
experience pleasurable, disappointing, 
or unpleasant?”

Fifty percent said it was “disappointing,” 
thirty percent described it as “unpleasant 
or revolting,” and only twenty percent 
said it was “pleasurable.”

Under the right circumstances, sex can 
be an exciting and thrilling experience, 
as God intended it to be. But outside of 
marriage it is disappointing. A sixteen 
year old pregnant girl expressed it like 
this: “Everything you see in movies and 
TV about love is a bunch of lies. It isn’t 
tender. It isn’t sweet and enduring. It is 
cruel and hurts. People jump in bed with 
each other and everything is so romantic. 
The next morning everyone is so happy. It 
isn’t that way at all. It hurts terribly when 
you are not used to it. Moreover, you feel 
awful the next day when your boyfriend 
won’t even look at you.”

To be continued...
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Pastor Gregg Johnson

The mission of the organization 
either hangs together or flies apart 
at the critical interface between 

first and second chairs.” Reggie McNeal, 
Director of Leadership Development, 
South Carolina Baptist Convention.

Perhaps the greatest lesson the Bible 
teaches about leadership is the vital 
relationship that exists between the first 
and second chair leaders. No leader 
is great or does great things on his or 
her own, it is only because God had 
established a solid second chair leader 
(or third and fourth) to work along side 
of him or her to achieve the purpose of 
the mission.

Moses had Aaron, Joshua had Caleb, 
Esther had Mordecai, Elijah had Elisha, 
Paul had Silas—even Jesus was second 
to the will of the Father. Whenever the 
Bible shows a group of people achieving 
something great for God, it is not only 
because there is a strong leader present, 
it’s also because he or she has great 
people standing beside him or her. Each 
one contributes their individual gift to 
compliment one another in the roles they 
serve. The result is an organization which 
reaches its maximum effect for the glory 
of God. Within this team however, there 
is a special challenge for the Second Chair 
Leader.

It has been said that, in a symphony, 
the hardest instrument to play is second 
fiddle. It is easy to be first. You carry 
the melody and strike your strings 
the loudest. But second fiddle serves a 
complimentary function. It fills in the 
gaps, accentuates certain notes and finds 
its harmony from the first fiddle’s tune.

Such is the role of Second Chair 
Leader. He or she serves in a subordinate 
role to advance the corporate vision as 
emphasized by the primary leader. Much 
like that second fiddle, the second leader 

compliments and accentuates the first 
chair leader by using his or her special 
talents to enhance the overall tone (or 
melody) of leadership in the organization. 
Leadership is not a solo act; it is a sonata 
which stays in tune only when every 
instrument plays the role assigned by the 
conductor—Jesus Christ.

Second Chair Leaders deserve special 
credit. Most of them are capable to be 
First Chair leaders in their own rite. 
They are visionaries, creative, strong 
administrators and have the ability to 
rally followers. They are deep in their 
own expertise and experience while 
remaining content and enthusiastic about 
their role in the organization’s future.

Most of the time, the only difference 
between them and the first chair is how 
God has set them. He places each one 
in their respective roles according to 
His wisdom and purpose. What makes 
Second Chair leaders stand out in this 
“vital relationship” is the fact that they 
must suppress the urge to launch out 
“on their own,” and remain seated in the 
position to which God has called them. 
Such a calling requires a special portion 
of humility. It takes a depth of character 
that is uncommon today—even in the 
church. But these devoted men and 
women are showing us what Christlike 
service is truly about—not to increase, 
but to decrease—not to promote self, but 
to serve others—not to be first, but to be 
last (or “second”).

In recent years, the name Abishai 
has become synonymous with faithful 
followership. The concept was first 
introduced by author and motivational 
speaker Denny Duron in his booklet 
“The Abishai Anointing.” It portrays the 
selfless loyalty of Abishai, to his leader 
King David as an example for all second 
chair leaders to follow. Lately, the Abishai 
model, has gained popularity as more 

preachers and motivational speakers 
draw from Duron’s booklet to present 
their own version of the teaching. As well, 
borrowing from the inspiration of Denny 
Duron, the following article presents 
another perspective on “The Abishai 
Anointing.” Then David answered, and 
said… “Who will go down with me to 
Saul in the camp?” And Abishai said, “I 
will go down with you.” 1 Samuel 26:6 

David was the greatest leader Israel had 
known. It was under his leadership that 
this young nation became the foremost 
economic and militaristic power of the 
world. The reality is, however, that David 
did not make Israel great by himself. 
Israel became great because David had 
great people surrounding him. 

There is no such thing as superstars 
in the Kingdom of God. There are great 
leaders, but those leaders are not alone. 
They are great and do great things because 
of the great people that support them. 
Paul had Barnabas and Silas. Moses had 
Aaron and Hur. Joshua had Caleb, Esther 
had Mordecai and Hezekiah had Isaiah. 
Even Jesus surrounded Himself with an 
inner circle made up of Peter, James and 
John. Most of the time, we hear only about 
the leader. We hear about Billy Graham, 
Reinhard Bonnke or Benny Hinn. But 
we don’t hear about the men and women 
who stand around them, supporting 
them, planning, organizing, preparing 
and working. But they are there. And not 
only are they there, they will share in the 
heavenly rewards.

In Matthew 10:41-42, Jesus said, “He 
who receives a prophet in the name of a 
prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. 
And he who receives a righteous man in 
the name of a righteous man shall receive 
a righteous man’s reward. And whoever 

gives…a cup of cold water in the name 
of a disciple… shall by no means lose his 
reward.” 

There is going to come a day when 
all the Benny Hinn’s and Billy Graham’s 

of the church will stand before God. 
Certainly, they will receive rewards, but 
those rewards will be shared by those 
who stood behind them and supported 
them. In fact, some big name evangelists 
may not even get a reward because they 
received one here on earth. Jesus said, 
“Take heed that you do not do your…
deeds before men, to be seen by them. 
Otherwise you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven” (Matt. 6:1). Sadly, 
there will be those who will stand before 
the Judgment Seat of Christ, expecting 
something and Jesus will say, “What do 
you want? You already had your reward. 
Remember all the praise you received, 
remember all the fame and fortune 
you received, remember all the honor, 
exaltation and recognition? You’ve 
already had your rewards.” 

Instead, Jesus will turn to all those 
hard working people who labored and 
sacrificed behind the scenes—people 
who gave money, prayed fervently, 
worked faithfully and never got their 
name on a certificate, never heard a thank 
you, or never earned a paycheck. Those 
will be the ones who get the prophet’s 
reward. Those will be the people who will 
be celebrated and praised in heaven. It’s 
true, God is looking for leaders. He needs 
more Moses’ and Paul’s. But leaders are 
nothing without the people standing 
around them. So, more importantly, God 
is looking for people who will rise up and 
say to the leader, “You lead and I’ll follow. 
You stand and I’ll back you up!” God is 
looking for more Aaron’s and Hur’s to 
hold up the leaders’ arms; He’s looking for 
a Barnabus and Silas to say to the leader, 
“If you go to prison, we’ll be there with 
you.” He’s looking for a Caleb who will 
say, “If it’s just you and me fighting giants, 
lets go, with God’s help, we can take the 
land!” That’s what this article is about: 
the real heroes, the real superstars of the 
Body of Christ. It is about those who 
come along side of the leaders to serve 
and support the vision without personal 
ambition or demand of promotion.

` To understand the value of such 
loyalty, we can look at the team King 
David put together. As we consider 
his life and ministry through both the 
good and bad times, we find one man 
who had a very special place in David’s 
organization. He was a man who had a 
calling, an “anointing,” not to be a leader, 
not to be out in front, rallying the nation 
or receiving recognition. He was called to 
stand behind the man that God appointed 
and support him. His name was Abishai 
and he was anointed, not only to make 
David succeed, but to make an entire 
nation succeed by supporting its leader.

Leadership

The Vital Relationship of the First 
& Second Chair

 There is no such thing 
as superstars in the 

Kingdom of God. There 
are great leaders, but 
those leaders are not 
alone. They are great 
and do great things 

because of the great 
people that support 

them.
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Be interested in others. Many people 
mistakenly believe that the way to be 
likable is to impress others. So, they 
talk about themselves, brag about their 
accomplishments, and try to sound 
interesting. Every conversation, every 
experience, every example, points back 
to, and puts the focus back on themselves. 
Perhaps driven by insecurity or a need 
for affirmation, they think that if people 
are impressed, those people will admire 
and respect them. But nothing could 
be further than the truth. The reality is 
most people find narcissists annoying 
and cannot wait to get away from them. 
If there is a secret to becoming likable, 
it’s this: learn to be more interested in 
others than you are in yourself.

Remember names. Fundamental 
to good people skills is the ability to 
remember people’s names. When a 
person believes you value them, they 
will like you—and, remembering a 
person’s name is the most obvious way 
of making a person feel valued. Dale 
Carnegie said, “A person’s name is to that 
person the sweetest and most important 
sound in any language.” Why? Because 
it suggests to them that they have made 
an impression on you—that they matter 
to you. So much so, that their name has 
been fixed in your mind.

Be appreciative. Likable people 
are generous with appreciation. To 
appreciate someone is to emphasize 
their value. Abigail did this when she 
addressed David as her “Lord” and 
presented the supplies for his men. She 
showed how much she respected and 
valued him. Every person wants to be 
respected. It’s the one, deep need that 
we all have but mostly goes unmet. 
Abraham Lincoln once said, “Everyone 
likes a compliment.” Psychologist 
William James said, “The deepest 
principle in human nature is the craving 
to be appreciated.” If you can learn how 
to appreciate the value in other people, 
in a sincere and genuine manner, you 
will increase your value to them—and 
become more likable.

Never flatter. While it’s important 
to appreciate people, never stoop to 
flattery. Flattery is cheap, shallow, and 
insincere praise. It’s actually offensive to 

those who are discerning. Appreciation 
is different in that it’s genuine. True 
appreciation is specific and emphasizes a 
quality that one finds is truly remarkable 
and unique. Look for qualities in others 
that are unique and valuable. Mention 
to them, and others, how they blessed 
you and how their contribution was 
significant. But don’t over generalize—
be specific and give details. Allow that 
person to sense the genuine regard you 
have for them through the details you 
describe. Be sincere. If you want to be 
valuable, learn to see the value in others 
first.

Resist the urge to complain and 
criticize. Benjamin Franklin said, “I 
will speak ill of no man, and speak all 
the good I know of everybody.” Dale 
Carnegie wrote, “Any fool can criticize 
and complain—and most fools do. But 
it takes character and self-control to be 
understanding and forgiving.” People 
who complain and criticize are social 

brutes. They repel rather than attract. 
Effective people skills require social 
intelligence and finesse—the capacity 
to demonstrate tact and diplomacy 
in complex social situations. This is 
exactly how Abigail approached David. 
Contrary to her husband Nabal, who 
antagonized David with accusations and 
insults, Abigail was socially agile and 
diplomatic. With humility, she helped 
him to see that exacting vengeance 
would actually diminish his own 
integrity and become a black mark 
on his career. Clearly, Abigail wanted 
to change David, but she did so only 
through grace, charm, and wisdom.

Remember to smile. Your smile 
matters. It makes a statement. It says, “I 
like you. I’m glad to see you. I want to 
be around you.” This is the effect your 
smile can have on the people around 
you. If you want to be likeable, learn 
how to smile. A supervisor at a big box 
store said she “would rather hire a sales 
clerk who hadn’t finished grade school, 
if he or she has a pleasant smile, than 
to hire a doctor of philosophy with a 
somber face.” Remember that smiling 
is a discipline. It often requires us to be 
intentional. Don’t allow your emotions 
to determine what you wear on your 
face. We smile, not because we are 
happy, but because we are strong.

For more information on the people 
skill of likability, check out my latest 
book, UPWARD: Taking Your Life to the 
Next Level now available on Amazon.

 If there is a secret 
to becoming likable, 
it’s this: learn to be 
more interested in 
others than you are 

in yourself.

From page 15
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By.Michael Snyder

On Aug. 21, 2017, something is 
going to happen in the United 
States that has not happened 

since 1918.
On that date, a total solar eclipse will 

be visible all the way from the east coast 
to the west coast. Incredibly, another 
rare solar eclipse of this nature will 
move across the country just seven years 
later in 2024. If you plot the projected 
courses of these two solar eclipses on 
a map, you will find that they form a 
giant “X” across the continental United 
States. In the Scriptures, Jesus told us 
that “there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon and in the stars” just prior 
to His return, and many are speculating 
about what this giant “X” might mean.

Astronomers have been buzzing 
about the upcoming solar eclipse on 
Aug. 21 because it is so very rare. In 
fact, many are already making plans to 
travel to specific locations in order to 
have an optimal viewing experience. 
The following description of what will 
happen on that day comes from Fox 
News:

Day will turn into night across the 
United States on Aug. 21, as the country 
experiences its first total solar eclipse in 
decades.

On this day, the moon will pass 
directly between the earth and the sun, 
casting a shadow on the United States 
that will track from Oregon to South 
Carolina.

This will be the first time since 1918 
that a total solar eclipse will be visible 

from the west coast to the east coast of 
the United States. The most recent total 
solar eclipse visible in the United States 
occurred in 1979; however, it was only 
visible across the Pacific Northwest.

This is something that does not 
happen very often, and that is why it 
is so extraordinary that another solar 
eclipse will be visible in large portions 
of the nation just seven years later in 
2024. When you chart the courses of 
both eclipses on a map, you see that 
they form a giant “X” right over the 
center of the country.

Could this giant “X” have some sort 
of meaning?

According to The Washington Post, 
some believe that “the two eclipses that 
are slated to travel across the United 
States in 2017 and 2024, together 
marking an X across the nation, 
could be the starting and ending signs 
bookmarking a seven-year period of 
awful tribulations that Revelations [sic] 
says waits in store for nonbelievers 
who are left behind on Earth when the 
rapture occurs.”

Obviously I do not agree with that. If 
you have read The Rapture Verdict, you 
already know that the Bible says that a 
whole bunch of things must still happen 
before we get to the rapture. So this 
giant “X” definitely does not mean that 
the rapture is going to happen in 2017.

But could it have some other sort of 
significance?

The truth is that I don’t know, and 
I want to make that very clear, but I 
do find it interesting that the heart of 

the “X” falls in portions of Kentucky, 
Illinois and Missouri.

An area spanning parts of Missouri, 
Illinois and Kentucky will be the nexus 
of the next two total solar eclipses to 
occur in the U.S., on Aug. 21, 2017, 
and April 8, 2024. Because the 2017 
eclipse travels across the country from 
northwest to southeast and the 2024 
eclipse makes its way through the 
nation from southwest to northeast, the 
two paths cross each other and create a 
zone of overlapping totality of almost 
9,000 square miles, or roughly the size 
of New Jersey.

If you follow my work closely, you 

know that I have been warning for 
years about the catastrophic earthquake 
that will someday strike the New 
Madrid fault zone. The heart of this 
“X” falls precisely in the area where we 
would expect such an earthquake, and 
when I first saw this map that is what 
immediately got my attention.

That certainly does not mean that 

the coming New Madrid earthquake 
will happen on any particular date, 
but it is definitely a very interesting 
“coincidence.”

This has also caused me to reflect on 
something that John Paul Jackson once 
said. Back in 2008, he made a DVD 
called “The Perfect Storm” in which 
he detailed a whole host of disasters 
that God showed him are coming to 
America.

At the very beginning of the DVD, 
John Paul explained that the majority 
of the things that he was going to talk 
about on the DVD would not happen 
for about a decade. Well, when you add 
10 years to 2008, that brings us to 2018.

In other words, the time frame that 
John Paul Jackson warned us about 
nearly a decade ago also lines up with 
the time frame of these upcoming solar 
eclipses.

Is that just another “coincidence”? 
I don’t have any definitive answers for 
you all. Today, I am just asking some 
questions.

In recent weeks, I have been writing 
much about the upcoming judgment on 
America. I know a lot of people don’t 
like to hear these kinds of warnings, 
but we shouldn’t ignore the fact that 
God is speaking to large numbers of 
individuals all over the globe about 
these things.

Another very unusual celestial event 
will happen on September 23rd. It is 
being referred to as “the Revelation 12 
sign,” and apparently, this will be the 
very first time that the scene described 
in Revelation chapter 12 will be depicted 
in the stars in about 7000 years. Here is 
more from The Washington Post:

The Book of Revelation, which is full 
of extraordinary imagery, describes 
a woman “clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet and a crown 
of twelve stars on her head” who gives 
birth to a boy who will “rule all the 
nations with an iron scepter” while she 
is threatened by a red, seven-headed 
dragon.

On Sept. 23, we will be able to see 
this scene in the heavens. Once again, I 
don’t know what that sign might mean, 
but it is interesting that it also happens 
this year.

So will 2017 turn out to be one of 
the most meaningful years for Bible 
prophecy that we have ever seen?

I don’t know, but Jesus did repeatedly 
tell us to watch for signs of His return, 
so I am watching. 

World News

Rare Solar Eclipse in 2017 and Another 
One in 2024 Will Mark Giant ‘X’ Across US 

Does ‘X’ mark the spot for the Second Coming? (Courtesy

Day will turn into 
night across the 
United States on 

Aug. 21, as the 
country experiences 

its first total solar 
eclipse in decades.
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Bulgarian Church Where Jews Found 
Refuge during Holocaust May Receive 

Nobel Peace Prize

1,400-Year-Old Coins Belonging 
to Persecuted Christians Found 

Near Jerusalem

Veronica Neffinger  

A campaign has been started to 
award the Nobel Peace Prize to 
a Bulgarian church for its work 

protecting Jews during the Holocaust.
During the time in history when many 

people, including many religious people, 
were simply going along with the Nazi 
orders targeting Jews, the Bulgarian 
Independent Orthodox Church took a 
stand.

According to Christian Today, the 
church voted unanimously to condemn 
the anti-Semitic laws and vocally opposed 
the forced deportation of Bulgaria’s 
48,000 Jews to Nazi death camps.

Members of the church reportedly 
saved 1,500 Jews from being taken to 
concentration camps.

For these acts of heroism, Bulgarian-
Israeli lawyer Moshe Aloni has begun 
a campaign to nominate the church 

to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. An 
online petition has thus far received 758 
signatures.

“Due to the heroic acts of these two 
prominent leaders and their willingness 
to speak up and take action, the 
deportation of the Jews of Bulgaria was 
postponed again and again until it was 
finally cancelled with the end of the war,” 
wrote Moshe.

The petition singles out two men in 
particular who were at the forefront of 
protecting Jews during the Holocaust. 
Metropolitan Bishop Stephan, the 
highest ranking cleric of the Bulgarian 
Church at the time, and Metropolitan 
Kirill, the head of the Bulgarian Church 
in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, both helped save 
Jews and resisted their own government 
in doing so, as the Bulgarian government 
was an ally of Nazi Germany.

By Amanda Casanova 

A collection of ancient bronze 
coins that are thought to have 
belonged to Christians have 

been discovered on the highway to 
Jerusalem in an archaeological dig.

The coins are from the late Byzantine 
era of the seventh century CE. The Israel 
Antiquities Authority found them.

The coins have the image of the 
emperors under which they were made. 
These coins had emperors Justinian 
(483-565 AD), Maurice (539-602 CE) 
and Phocas (547-610 CE).

“The hoard was found amongst large 
stones that had collapsed alongside 
the building,” said the director of the 
excavation, Annette Landes-Nagar. “It 
seems that during a time of danger the 

owner of the hoard placed the coins in 
a cloth purse that he concealed inside a 
hidden niche in the wall. He probably 
hoped to go back and collect it.”

Archaeologists believe that Christians 
left the stash as they were fleeing from 
Persians during the Sassanid Persian 
invasion in 614 CE. That was the end of 
the Eastern Roman Empire.

Archaeologists were digging as part of 
a planned widening project of a highway 
between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. The 
Netivei Israel Company, who are 
financing the highway expansion, 
and the IAA are working together to 
conserve the historic discovery site 
along the highway.

Photo courtesy: Thinkstockphotos.com
Photo courtesy: Thinkstockphotos.com
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Ahead of Easter, Thousands Mark 
Holy Fire Rite in Jerusalem

Transgender Child Rapist Gets Sent To a Women’s 
Prison After Complaining of ‘Emotional Issues’

By Reuters 

The annual fire ritual has been prac-
ticed for at least the last 1,200 years 
on the day before Easter. The small 

doorway to the traditional site of Jesus’ tomb 
cracked open to reveal a bright flame and 
tens of thousands of worshippers cheered 
ecstatically, marking the pinnacle of Easter 
Week’s holy fire ceremony in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher.

Worshippers of various Orthodox Chris-
tian denominations packed into the Jeru-
salem church - Christianity’s most sacred 
shrine and revered as the site where Jesus 
was crucified, buried and resurrected. In the 
ceremony, a flame believed to be miracu-
lously lit emanates from the tomb.

“I’m all vibrating,” said Romanian pilgrim 
Ivan Kurnia. “It’s really, really impressive.” 
Hours before the ceremony, local Christians 
and pilgrims from around the world snaked 

through the narrow alleyways of Jerusalem’s 
old city and filled the small courtyard outside 
the church. About a thousand Israeli police 
officers processed the crowds through police 
barricades that filtered access to the church’s 
only entrance.

Inside gathered a colorful mix of clergy-
men and worshippers representing the dif-
ferent Orthodox Christian denominations 
- from Armenian monks in black robes and 
pointed hoods to Russian Orthodox women 
wearing turquoise headscarves.

People crammed against each other in the 
dimly lit, cavernous church, and police broke 
up scuffles. One middle-aged American 
woman fainted, but she remained standing 
because people were pressed up against her 
in the densely packed crowd.

Despite the suffocating crowds, the 
throngs waited in anticipation for the cere-
mony to begin, clutching bundles of 33 slim 

candles signifying the years of Jesus’ life.
Adorned with a golden crown encrusted 

with jewels and religious icons, the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, Theofilos 
III, entered the Edicule, the small chamber 
at the core of the church marking the site of 
Jesus’ tomb. Armenian clergymen entered 
as well, and the door was sealed, guarded by 
clergymen and an Israeli policeman.

Then, the door was opened to reveal can-
dles lit with the holy fire - said to be miracu-
lously lit and interpreted as a message to the 
faithful from the heavens. The precise details 
of the flame’s source are a closely guarded 
secret.

The flame was quickly passed on from 
one bunch of candles to another, and soon 
the dark church was filled with worship-
pers holding flickering torches and waving 
it around their faces. Bells rang and people 
cheered.

“Christos has risen. I feel amazing,” said a 
Russian Orthodox pilgrim from San Fran-
cisco who identified himself only as Igor. “It 
came from God, from the sky.”

Police spokesman Shmuel Ben Rubi said 
around a thousand police officers were de-
ployed to direct foot traffic and keep the 
peace. He estimated tens of thousands of 
worshippers were in the church.

Asaf Abras, spokesman for Jerusalem’s 
firefighting services, said about 10 firefight-
ers with mobile units were stationed around 
the church in case of emergency.

Israeli officials have been worried since the 
late 1990s that a fire could erupt from the 
church during the ritual. In 1834, pilgrims 
in the church panicked, a stampede ensued, 
and several hundred people were crushed or 
suffocated to death.

But the six Christian sects that stake claim 
to different sections of the church have been 
reluctant to build an emergency exit or a fire 
escape. The sects zealously guard their por-
tions of the church and brawls have erupted 
in recent years when clergymen of one sect 
encroach on another section, even when 
only sweeping the floor. None of the sects 
wants to give up an inch of precious real es-
tate in the church to construct a second exit.

After the holy fire ceremony, the flame was 
immediately taken from the church and past 
an Israeli military barrier into the Palestinian 
Authority-controlled city of Bethlehem where 
it was received at the Church of the Nativity, 
the traditional site of Jesus’ birthplace.

Palestinian Prime Minister Salaam Fayyad 
attended another holy fire ceremony in a 
central square in Ramallah, the seat of his 
government in the West Bank.

In the Gaza Strip, about fifty Christian 
worshippers attended a mass in one of Gaza’s 
two churches.

Courtesy: The Associated Press

Christian Orthodox pilgrims light candles as fire spreads through the crowd attending 
the Holy Fire ceremony at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem’s Old City, 

Saturday, April 23, 2011.Photo/AP.

By Brittany M. Hughes  

British authorities just moved a 
man convicted of raping two 
little girls to an all-female prison, 

all because he decided he was a “she.”
Martin Ponting, now known as 

“Jessica Winfield,” was just moved 
to a female prison after complaining 
he’d been “victimized by staff and 
inmates because she was at that time 
a male transsexual,” The Independent 
reported Monday. The 50-year-old 
father of three had apparently written 
to the prisoner’s newspaper back in 
2007, complaining he was experiencing 
a “lack of understanding and empathy” 

because of his gender issues.
“So not only do I have the problem of 

dealing with serious emotional issues 
surrounding my gender reassignment 
sex change but also added pressures 
and issues due to comments and abuse 
from certain individuals.”

I’m guessing the two little girls he 
raped are probably dealing with a few 
“emotional issues” themselves, but hey.

The Mirror UK reportedPonting had 
been convicted of raping two young 
girls back in 1995. At the time, the 
heinous crime was enough to land him 
in one of Britain’s toughest prisons, 
where he ended up undergoing a 

£10,000 sex change operation, courtesy 
of British taxpayers, the report added.

But now that Ponting’s traded his twig 
and doodleberries for a hoo-hah, he 
gets special accommodations – namely, 
being put into a prison full of women, 
where he awaits possible release this 
year.

One of Ponting’s victims is 
understandably none-too-happy about 
the decision, calling it a “kick in the 
teeth.”

 “There are not enough words to 
describe him and the evil he has 
done,” she reportedly told the Sun. “It 
is diabolical they have allowed him to 

have a sex 
c h a n g e 
a n d 
diabolical 
that he 
could be 
freed this 
year.”

“ H e 
may have 
changed physically but his brain is still 
the same,” she added. “You can change 
somebody’s genitals but it’s not going to 
take away the urge and impulse inside 
them to do horrific things to children.”

Can’t really argue with her, there.

Worshippers of various 
Orthodox Christian 

denominations packed 
into the Jerusalem 

church - Christianity’s 
most sacred shrine and 

revered as the site where 
Jesus was crucified, 

buried and resurrected.
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1. He was a prophet from a small 
mountain village of Tekoa. 
Before his call he was a 
herdsman of sheep and goats 
and also engaged in dressing the 
sycamore fig tree. Amos (7:14)

2.  She was the daughter in-law of 
Judah and a mother of Perez. 
She disguised herself as a 
prostitute and her name appears 
in the genealogy of Christ (Matt 
1:3).

3. He is the prophet who ran faster 
than a horse ahead of Ahab all 
the way to Jezreel (1Ki 18:46).

4. He was King David’s advisor. The 
advice he gave was like that of 
one who inquires of God (2Sam 
16:23).

5. She was a deaconess in the 
church of Cenchrea. Paul 
entrusted her with his letter to the 
Romans and commended her to 
them as a faithful servant of God 
(Rom 16:1).

6. He was a devout Christian living 
in Damascus. The Lord spoke to 
him in a vision to go to the street 
called straight and inquire of the 
house of a man called Judas who 
was hosting a man from Tarsus 
called Saul to pray for him to 
receive his sight and be filled with 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:11-12). 

7. He performed his last miracle 
while dead. The Israelites were 
burying a man; suddenly they 
saw a band of raiders. They 
threw the man in his tomb and 
upon touching his bones he 
came back to life (2Ki 13:21). 

8. She was the first convert to 
Christianity in Europe and 
welcomed the missionaries to 
her house where the Philippians 
church was started. She was 
also a business lady dealing with 
purple clothes (Acts 16:13-14).  

9. He was a valiant soldier and a 
commander of the army of the 
King of Aram, but had incurable 

ailment. He was helped by his 
teenage girl slave to get the 
healing (2Ki 5:1.

10. She was a prophetess from the 
tribe of Asher having lived with 
her husband seven years after 
her marriage, and then as a 
widow until she was eighty four.                                                             
she prophesied about the destiny 
of baby Jesus (Luke 2:36-38).

11. He was a malicious brother in the 
church. He was not hospitable 
and he mistreated those who 
were hospitable including 
excommunicating them from the 
church (III John 9).

12. He was sent by the Philippians 
church to visit Paul during his 
imprisonment at Rome and took 
to him their gifts. While at Rome 
he fell ill and almost died (Phi 
2:25-27).

13. He was a servant of the High 
Priest who accompanied a 
detachment of soldiers and some 
officials from the Chief Priest. 

Peter struck him with a sword; 
cutting off his right ear (John 
18:10).

14.  He was the Roman’s emperor 
at the time of birth of Christ. He 
issued a decree of census to be 
taken in the entire Roman world 
(Luke 2:1).

15.  He was a young pastor serving 
at the church of Ephesus; 
tasked with the responsibility 
of defending the gospel against 
false teachers (1Tim 1:3).

Leisure

KNOW YOUR bIblE – KNOW THESE bIblE PERSONAlITIES

 LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS
1.  Gracian 2. Jews 3. Hebraic 4. Twelve 5. God  6. Spirit 
7. Stephen 8. Holy Spirit 9. Philip 10. Proconis 11. Nicanor 
12. Timon 13. Antioch 14. Judaism 15. Jerusalem 
16. Synagogue 17. Freedman 18. Cyrene 19. Alexandria 
20. Cilicia 21. Asia 22. Moses 23. Sanhedrin 24. Jesus 
25. Nazareth 26. Parmenas 27. Nicolas   
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LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS

1. Rachael 
2. Jael 
3. Mary Magdeline
4. Lydia 
5. Sarah 
6. Phoebe
7. Siphrah and Purah  
8.  Shunamite
9. Priscilla 
10. Eunice

ACROSS

DOWN

C K R A A R O N O M M I R

L E H T E B D F T P Y G E

J T N A N E V O C M B N K

S E T I L E A R S I A P Q

E L T E P R A I M D A B S

T E R I V S D E E O L E A

I A A W V H H R L G T N H

M Z M X Y E C Z O I A J E

A A A I L B L L S L M A N

J R H H Z A D U U E A M I

N F T G J P B I R A R I H

E E G I B E A H E D K N P

B Q V W J U L H J U D A H

BIBLE GRILL

In English we have nouns as names of people, places etc.  
According to the Book of Judges Chapter 19-20; there are 

29 of these and they are hidden diagonally, horizontally, 

will be published in the next month’s issue.

LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS

ACROSS: 
1. Comrade  5. Ur 7. Eliud 8. Lamas 9. 
Do 11. Re 12. Near 14. Error 16. Ham-
pher 19. NA 20. Nor 21. Rye 23. Spy 
24. Ann 25. Neo 26. Hard 28. Myriads
DOWN:
1. Covenant 2. Milcah 3. Dear 4. Else 
5. Udder 6. Reo 13. Ransom 14. Err 
15. Amends 17. Mop 18. Pry 22. Yard 
26. Hi 27. AA
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We used to worship in fear’: The Islamic 
extremist who converted to Christianity say

Joseph Hartropp

A former acolyte of radical Islam 
is now a committed Christian, 
describing himself as a ‘jihadi 

who turned to Jesus’.
Bashir Mohammad, 25 shared his 

story in a profile last month by the New 
York Times.

Less than four years ago, Mohammad 
was fighting in the Syrian civil war 
for the Nusra Front, a radical Islamist 
group born of Al Qaeda. Now he is a 

fervent convert to Christianity, leading 
weekly Bible reading groups.

Mohammad is clear that his journey 
was not expected: ‘Frankly I would 
have slaughtered anyone who suggested 
it,’ Mohammad says of his radicalised 
former self.

Mohammad grew up in a Muslim 
family in the Kurdish region of Afrin, 
northern Syria. As a teenager he 
listened to extreme jihadist preachers 
and followed radical interpretations 

of Islam with 
interest, after 
encouragement 
from his cousin. 

He later joined 
the secular 
Kurdish forces 
fighting in Syria’s 
civil war, but was 
disillusioned by 
the deaths he 
witnessed, which 
turned him back 
to the teachings 
of radical Islam.

‘When I saw 
all these dead 
bodies,’ he said, 
‘it made me 
believe all these 
things they said 
in the lectures. 
It made me seek 
the greatness of 

religion.’ A friend invited him to join 
the extremist group the Nusra Front.

He witnessed intense brutality and 
torture, including seeing captives 
crushed by his colleagues with a 
bulldozer. ‘They used to tell us these 
people were the enemies of God,’ 
Mohammad said, ‘and so I looked on 
these executions positively’.

For a time Mohammad was deeply 
indoctrinated in the group’s philosophy. 

Eventually, having seen genocide 
on both sides of the war, he had had 
enough. ‘I went to Nusra in search 
of my God. But after I saw Muslims 
killing Muslims, I realized there was 
something wrong.’

The cousin who had once inspired 
Mohammad with Jihadist teachings 
later became a Christian convert, and in 
time Mohammad would follow his lead 
once again. When Mohammad’s wife 
Hevin Rashid became seriously ill in 
2015, his cousin’s intervention though 
his Christian prayer group moved an 
initially skeptical Mohammad.

An intrigued Mohammad sought an 
evangelical missionary called Eimad 
Brim, through whom he converted. 
He felt welcomed at churches, and was 
calmed by reading the Bible. Both he 
and his wife reported experiences of 
God in their dreams.

His defection from the jihadist group 
has made Mohammad a target from 
fundamentalist former-colleagues. He 
said he fears he may not be safe, but 
insisted that he trusts God.

‘There’s a big gap between the god I 
used to worship and the one I worship 
now,’ Mohammad said. ‘We used to 
worship in fear. Now everything has 
changed.

Members of al Qaeda’s Nusra Front gesture as they walk touring villages, in Syria in 2014.Reuters


