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Bishop Jackson Kosgei. Photo/christians times.

By Jeremiah Chamakany

Bishop Jackson Kosgei of the 
World Wide Church Baringo 
has strongly condemned Tele 

vision programmes which promote 
life styles that are in conflict with the 
teachings of the Bible. Speaking at 
Mogotio during a meeting of Sunday 
school children from all over Bar-
ingo County, Bishop Kosgei who is 
also the Chairman of the Kenya Film 
Classification board said the church 
should remain spiritually alert to the 
happenings unfolding in the modern 
age.

 In a scenario likely to indicate that 
Television is the latest weapon of 
the Devil, Bishop Kosgei said all in 
the name of entertainment, harmful 
Television programmes are a daily 
consumption in households and that 
Humanity is already doomed.

According to his own discernment, 
many Television Channels promote 
sexual pervasion as normal, and an 
acceptable way of life in modern day 
society. He said in a world where 
same sex sexual relations is glam-
orized, it is just natural that human 
populations will die out not out of 
diseases nor wars, but because same 
sex unions will never contribute to a 
human population growth!

‘’Fifty years from today, less and 
less people will be living in the devel-
oped world. Many African popula-
tions around the Mediterranean will 
see a room there, and will immigrate 
to go help stabilize those shrinking 
Europe populations’’ said the Bish-
op. According to his observation, 
Western Cultures is at the fore front 
misleading men and women of child 
bearing age that pride is no longer 
about raising families and nurturing 
children, but is about nurturing dogs 

and cats! It teaches them 
that to be a real Human 
being, one should ques-
tion and conquer a set 
of rules that define what 
is acceptable as correct 
human behavior, both 
before God and fellow 
man. According to the 
‘Western civilization’, 
real freedom entails the 
right for one to express 
his or her sexuality, 
completely through the 
convictions of his or her 
own conscience. Televi-
sion programs remain 
committed to spreading 

this gospel of mass destruction.
The Lord Jesus Christ promised 

that just before His second coming, 
a complete replica of that ancient So-
dom and Gomorra will be in place 
.In the Book of Genesis Chapter 19, 
two angles visited the City of Sodom 
and spent the night at the house of 
one gentle man called Lot. Men of 
the City, both old and the young sur-
rounded the house of Lot demanding 
that the two men who happened to be 
angles should come out immediately. 
They wanted ‘to know’ the men [an-
gles] as a man ‘knows a woman.’ Lot 
refused their demand asking them 
not to act wickedly. To protect the 
angles of the Lord, Lot decided to of-
fer them his two virgin daughters, but 
the men of Sodom interpreted the of-
fer as nothing but a complete insult to 
what they considered fashion! Does 
that ring a bell to what is happening 
around the world today?

The Bishop used the occasion to 
narrate one very sad story about his 
bed ridden friend in Nairobi. The 

subject is a personal friend to him 
and is a Doctor by profession. Like 
every hard working parent keen to 
see his children prosper in life, Bish-

op Kosgei said his friend enrolled his 
son to persue education is some for-
eign University. 

One day, the son called his father in 
Kenya, informing him that he will be 
coming home with a marriage part-
ner. Every parent is happy to see his 
or her children getting married and 
starting families of their own. At the 
Jomo Kenyatta International Airport 
Nairobi, the Bishop narrated that his 
friend together with members of his 
extended family were beside them-
selves with joy. The plane carrying 
their son touched down and taxied 
towards the arrivals lounge. They 
were really expecting to see their son 
disembarking with a lovely Caucasian 
girl, and her long silky hair you know. 
Even wondering in their hearts- will 
their new found ‘mzungu’ daughter 
in law cope with the hot African cli-
mate? But just wait for a minute; they 
are just about to see the shocker of 
their lives!

Their son disembarked from the 
plane with a unique walking style, 
and somehow ‘bending his neck’ like 
the way our shy sisters do. There was 
a man with a moustache walking 
behind him! Who is he? The reality 
dawned on the African family and 
hit them like a thunder bolt! Bishop 
Kosgei narrates that his friend lost his 
consciousness, like someone who has 
seen an apparition of the dark world. 
He lay prostrate on the Jomo Kenyat-
ta Airport tarmac and up to date, his 
friend is still confined to a bed with a 
severe stroke. He is yet to understand 
and accept the fact that his loving son, 
his very promising son is no longer a 
man, but ‘a wife ‘to a certain man. 

Bishop Kosgei is now an advocate 
of closer family relationships. Parents 
and their children should huddle to-
gether and communicate.

‘’Every responsible parent must 
ensure that his or her children are 
brought up in the fear and knowledge 
of the word of God. The word of God 
is the foundation with which the child 
can grow up with the knowledge that 
so many dangers lurk around them. 
If you don’t open up to your child 
,and teach them the way of truth in 
this world, then you give room to the 
Devil to teach your children through 
Television programs, and other plat-
forms of this digital age’’ Said the 
Bishop.

jeremiahchakamany@gmail.com

 ... In a world where same 
sex sexual relations 

is glamorized, it is just 
natural that human 

populations will die out 
not out of diseases nor 

wars, but because same 
sex unions will never 

contribute to a human 
population growth!
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pastor who is suppose to preach peace 
to us you dare to say that?” 

By this time the pastor’s anger was 
uncontrollable and slapped the party 
agent. The agents present ganged up 
and gave him a thorough beating. The 
commotion was heard by party sup-
porters camping outside the polling 
station and on learning what was going 
on, they asked the party agents to hand 
him over to them to teach him a lesson. 
But the presence of the policemen con-
tained the commotion. The said pas-

tor is still nursing wounds sustained 
during the commotion. 

Referring to the incident, the Bishop 
read the scripture passage from Paul’s 
letters to the Romans that says, “For the 

kingdom of God is not a matter of eat-
ing and drinking, but of righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because 
anyone who serves Christ in this way is 
pleasing to God and approved by men” 
(Rom 14:17-18).

  Comparing the kingdom of God 
and earthly kingdom the bishop said, 
“Earthly kingdom involves eating, 
drinking being regarded as honourable 
member together with all the privileges 
that goes with it, but Gods kingdom in-
volves standing for what is right, truth-
ful and just. 

“Despite of pressure from life and 
people, the man of God must stand 
above the temptation to compromise 
the principles of God’s kingdom he 
stands for”, the bishop said. He chal-
lenged church leaders to be instru-
ments of peace because that is the 
fundamental principle of the kingdom 
they represent.     

The District Council is an annual 
church business meeting held once a 
year in all the regions Kenya Assem-
blies of God has presence. The meeting 
was held on 23rd June 2017 at Interna-
tional Christian Centre Imara Daima 
along Mombasa road.
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Represent God’s Kingdom in this Season 
of Politics: Church Leaders told

Bishop Dr. Peter Njiri speaking to pastors during the KAG District Council in Nairobi. 
photo/Christian times.

By Christian Times reporter 

Church leaders have been reminded of their call-
ing and duty to be representative of God’s king-
dom in the midst of political heat. Speaking 

during the Kenya Assemblies of God District Council 
in Nairobi, the General Superintendent Bishop Dr. Pe-
ter Njiri reminded pastors that despite of their politi-
cal parties’ affiliation, they are representative of God’s 
kingdom – the need to be cautious in political engage-
ments.

He mentioned an ugly scenario that happened in 
April during political parties nomination exercise. 
There is this anonymous pastor who went too far in 
political engagements. He became the Chief campaign-
er of one of the aspirant in his constituency. After the 
voting exercise was over, he happened to be present in 
one of the polling station where the counting of votes 
was going on. 

The counting continued up to mid-night and by then 
he realized his aspirant was loosing election. Over-
comed by emotions, the pastor banged the table shout-
ing, “election is stolen, election is stolen!”  

One of the party agents turned to him and asked, 
“who has stolen the election? We or those who casted 
the ballot?” he went further and asked him, “Even you 

“Despite of pressure 
from life and peo-

ple, the man of God 
must stand above the 

temptation to com-
promise the princi-
ples of God’s king-
dom he stands for”



4       The Christian Times  July, 2017 The Christian Times July, 2017         5News

Kenya Film Classification Board CEO Dr. Ezekiel Mutua. Photo/File.  

US Firm Producing Homosexuality Cartoons 
Suspend them Following Order by KFCB 

Christian Times reporters

Kenyans on social media welcomed the Kenya 
Film Clasification Board (KFCB) directive to 
stop homosexuality cartoons aired by pay-TV 

company MultiChoice in Kenya. 
In a letter dated 15th June 2017 seen by the Chris-

tian times,  the KFCB ordered the Multichoice  to im-
mediately discontinue the broadcasting, distribution, 
or exhibition of the programmes. The board drawn 
the attention of the Multichoice to the fact that ho-
mosexuality goes against our Kenya’s moral value and 
culture and warned that access of such content by 
children is prohibited. 

The move by the KFCB came folowing complains 

from parents in Kenya that a section of pay televi-
sion in Kenya were distributing content glorifying 
homosexuality behaviour in Kenya. Most of the said 
programmes targeted vulnerable children with subtle 
messages that were deliberately designed to corrupt 
their moral judgement regarding the institution of 
family. 

Following investigation by the Kenya Film Clas-
ification Board, it was established that indeed such 
programmes were being aired on DSTV and GOTV 
channels, which are owned by Multichoice limited – a 
South African pay Tv network. 

The programmes included; Loud House, the legend 

of Korra and Hey Arnord, which are animation chil-
dren programmes available on Nickelodeon channels. 
Others are Clarence, Steven Universe, and Adventure 
Time – available on Cartoon Network, another chan-
nel on DSTV and GOTV.

The programmes had been rated as suitable for 
children, yet they contain elements that intended to 
introduce children to defiant behaviour, against the 
African moral value and understanding of the insti-
tution of family.

Following this development,  Nickelodeon, the 
American production house that supplies pay-TV 
company MultiChoice with children’s content, has 
suspended three of its cartoons said to glorify homo-
sexuality from the Kenyan market.

Viacom, the US-based company that owns Nickel-
odeon, has stopped supplying The Loud House, The 
Legend of Korra and Hey Arnold to MultiChoice – 
the owners of DStv and GOtv-- following an order by 
the Kenya Film Classification Board (KFCB).

In a statement to newsroom Viacom said, “We ac-
knowledge the concerns raised by customers. While 
we explore a variety of options, we will suspend the 
shows in question in Africa,” 

Those who welcomed the decision commended Eze-
kiel Mutua, the KFCB’s Chief Executive for the brave 
step towards safeguarding the young mind against be-
ing corrupted. Some of the messages read, “Well done 
Ezekiel Mutua and others who intervened. Also all of 
you here for raising concerns.” 

South Sudan denounces murder of Kenyan 

    (JUBA) - South Sudanese government 
has condemned the “barbaric” mur-
der of a Kenyan priest killed with a 
machete in Munuki residential area of 
Juba, South Sudan last month.

Police spokesman Brigadier Gen. 
Daniel Justin said in a press statement 
that a Kenyan bishop identified as Joel 
Mwendwa was attacked while leading 
morning prayers inside the church.

“What happened on Saturday morn-

ing at around 6:30 
am was an evil act, 
barbaric and cow-
ardice act. We re-
ceived reports that 
a man in the neigh-
bourhood of the 
church went to the 
church with a ma-
chete and started 
attacking the bish-
op because he was 

in front of the church. He cut the bish-
op several times until the bishop fell 
down. This happened as the congrega-
tion was for morning prayers, which is 
inhumane and unacceptable behaviour. 
As police, we condemn this barbaric 
act, ”said Justin.

The perpetrator later decided to run 
to a house in the residential area af-
ter the incident but the residents later 

showed police the house where the sus-
pect was hiding and he was apprehend-
ed.

After his arrest, the criminal con-
fessed that he did the killing because 
the Bishop used to disturb them in 
Morning Prayer.

“He is now in the custody and we 
are still investigating the residents of 
the area to find out more details. The 
suspect is under detention and the de-
ceased priest corpse was taken to the 
hospital for postmortem,” said the po-
lice spokesman.

He described the incident as very un-
fortunate, pledging committing of the 
government to carry thorough investi-
gation into the incident to know what 
provoked the attack to find whether 
it is still connected to initial claim by 
the suspect that he acted because of 
the noise coming out from the church 

which caused disturbances to the resi-
dents of the area.

Eyewitnesses at the scene of the inci-
dent said the suspects involved in the 
killing of the bishop used to smoke an 
illicit substance in the church and cor-
roborated that the church used to make 
noise to the residents in the morning 
and at night.

Another eye witness, the daughter of 
the deceased bishop only identified as 
Anita, said that her deceased father had 
sometimes back travelled to Kenya and 
upon his return found some bamboos 
used for the construction of the church 
fence removed.

Days later he recovered the stolen 
bamboos from the church in the neigh-
bour’s house. She suspects that the kill-
ing was related to the stolen bamboos.

Courtesy: Sudan tribune (ST)
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By Jeremiah Chamakany

She felt discouraged because all 
girls in her class believed she had 
a psychological problem. They 

made her feel like she was a man wear-
ing a female body because unlike girls 
who would sometimes like to draw 
flowers; her case was different. She con-
centrated in drawing hard stuff like the 
cartoons and even portraits! She identi-
fied in a field supposed to be a preserve 
of the males both inside and outside the 
school.  Many boys who were members 
of her school Christina Union cheered 
her on, and praised her talent in draw-
ing. They encouraged her to go on and 
embrace her God given talent.

Her name is Sharlyne Chepchirchir, 
a form four graduate from Kampi ya 
Moto Secondary school in Nakuru 
County. She sat her KCSE in the year 
2010 and scored a C- minus. The 19 
year old girl loves drawing anything 
and she just can’t stop doing it.

‘The spirit of drawing is inside of me 
and I have already set up my mind to 
persue it as my lifetime career’’ she told 
the Christian Times writer who visited 
her at a shop she operates at Kampi ya 
Moto township, not far from Kabarak 
University. Many of her drawings are 
hanged on the walls in a shop she oper-
ates. The walls are almost filled up; cre-
ating an aura that someone is actually 
standing right inside an art exhibition 
hall!

The portrait of Nakuru County Gov-
ernor Kinuthia Mbugua is hanged at a 
strategic place, and stares at you as you 
move closer to it. Next to Governor 
Kinuthia Mbugua is a portrait of David 

Howell Petraeus, a 
retired American 
military officer. It’s 
quite an amazing 
piece of work for 
a girl! We really 
wanted to know 
how she honed her 
skills in drawing 
and what motivates 
her.

‘’I have not at-
tended any arts 
school’; she said 
and went on to 
narrate that when 
she was in Kinder-
garten, her father 
bought her an ex-
ercise book and a 
pencil. What was 
expected of her 

was to use the book to try as much 
as she could to perfect her abilities in 
writing down the 26 letters of the al-
phabet. But that was not her way of do-
ing things. She filled the exercise book 
with drawings, anything that her young 
eyes could perceive. The book was filled 
up in just a day.

In both primary and secondary 
school; everybody recognized her abil-
ities in drawing and she thought they 
were taking it too far.

’’ In biology classes, students ap-
proached me to help them draw the hu-
man heart and the circulatory system. 
In exchange for my services, they too 
volunteered to help write my notes.’’

‘’Then there was this CRE teacher 
Mrs. Borus, I was in form two and her 
lesson was about the children of Isra-
el waiting for Moses who had gone up 
the mountain to bring down the Law, 
but he was taking too long to return 
and they started complaining to Aar-
on ! There was an urgent need to create 
an idol because the children of Israel 
wanted a god they could see and touch. 
They were used to idols while in Egypt; 
and Aaron agreed to make them an idol 
in the form of a golden calf. Mrs.Borus 
wanted one student to make a drawing 
that depicted that idol on the black-
board. Everyone looked and pointed at 
me’’ said the upcoming artist. She drew 
the calf anyway, and it impressed the 
teacher and the whole class. I got the 
same treatment from my Physics teach-
er who tasked me to draw many dia-
grams, I remember drawing the electri-
cal bell and he too was very impressed’’

 When I look at any newspaper or a 
magazine, I feel very compelled to re-
produce the images is get to see’’ she 
said. Some people of her age group 
think she is a recluse because she 
spends most of her time indoors and 
her words are always few.

‘This young Christian woman hates 
the suffering that is surrounding the 
human race in the modern day world, 
people dying of hunger, diseases and 
even wars in Africa and the Arab world. 

‘’Apart from drawing cartoons, I real-
ly look forward to making a paintings 
of a perfect world where peace and 
tranquility reign supreme! I am imag-
ining myself very soon making paint-
ings of Jesus Christ descending from 
the clouds in His second coming, to 
crush every evil in the world’’

She hopes to join the school of art 
and design to learn more about the 
science of mixing colors. She doesn’t 
have any materials to advance her prac-
tice. A canvas for her drawings are all 
fashioned from old cartons, with ex-
ercise book pages pasted on top of it 
using office glue. She looks forward to 
attending forums where artists meet, 

share experiences and learn from one 
another.

For her patting shot, she thanks 
God for giving her this unique talent, 
and is looking forward to producing 
paintings that will aid in teaching the 
Sunday School Christian Children. Ac-
cording to her own observation, the 
Ministry of education should reintro-
duce arts as a subject that can be taught 
and examined by the Kenya National 
Examination Council. 

‘’I know I could have scored an A if 
drawing was a subject in my KCSE Ex-
amination ‘said the artist.

She urges all the youth to stand up 
and exploit their God given talents, ar-
guing that God does not discriminate 
any one based on their gender. She says 
women should follow their hearts and 
seek to Glorify God in any field their 
heart desires.

‘’Every human being is created in the 
image of God, and has got the liberty to 
be themselves and at ease to exploit to 
the maximum their God given talents’’

jeremiahchamakany@gmail.com

Sharlyne Chepchirchir . photo/Christians Times

A Christian girl who loves drawing cartoons!
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Pastor Gregg Johnson

Why do you trust the Bible? 
How do you know for sure 
it is the Word of God? Do 

you accept its validity simply because 
someone told you to or because your 
church and denomination say so? What 
about the Qu’ran, the Book of Mormon 
or the Hindu Vedas— can you explain 
why the Bible is superior to these writings 
and how we can confidently base our life, 
in fact our eternity upon the doctrines of 
this one Book?

The truth is one need not blindly accept 
the Bible as authentic. In fact, there 
is solid, concrete evidence to support 
the claim that the Bible is the Word of 
God. In an age of hostility against Bible 
truth, Christians, especially leaders in 
the church must be able to intelligently 
explain “why” they believe the Scriptures. 
1 Peter 3:15 instructs us to “…always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who 
asks you a reason for the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and fear.”

The Bible itself claims divine 
inspiration

The Bible is not bashful regarding its 
own authority. Over and over again, 
it claims for itself divine authorship. 
2Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God.” 2 Peter 1:21 tells 
us, “for prophecy never came by the will 
of man, but holy men of God spoke (and 
wrote) as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.” Furthermore, in 1Thessalonians 
2:13 Paul wrote “…when you received the 
word of God which you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as the word of men, but as 
it is in truth, the word of God, which also 
effectively works in you who believe.”

Even more, Jesus Himself said the 
Scriptures came from God. He recognized 
the Holy Spirit as the Author when He 
said the Spirit inspired its writing in 
Matthew 22:43-44. Jesus quoted the Bible 
as authoritative in Matthew 22:29 when 
He told the Sadducees that not knowing 
the Scriptures was the reason they lived 
in error and without God’s power. Also, 
in Luke 11:28, Jesus clearly tells us that 
God’s Word is not just history or poetry; 
it is to be obeyed as divine command.

He also proclaimed the Bible’s 
supremacy. Jesus reminded us that the 
Bible stands above all other books and 
all other writings. In fact, he told us that 
this book stands above all that we see in 
this physical universe in Matthew 5:18. 
In John 10:35 He simply said “Scripture 
cannot be broken.” Jesus called the Bible 
the “Word of God” in Mark 7:13. Even 
though Jesus did not possess the original 
writings of the Bible by Moses, David, 
etc. He nevertheless considered the 
manuscript copies used in His day to be 
“God’s Word.” Jesus believed the people 
and in the prophets (Matt. 22:40;24:15). 

He believed in Noah (Luke17:26). He 
believed in Adam and Eve (Matt. 19:4). 
He believed in Sodom and Gomorrah 
(Matt. 10:15). He believed in Jonah 
(Matt. 12:40). 

Jesus recognized the Bible as absolute 
truth. The Bible of His day was the 
Old Testament and in Luke 24:44 He 
mentions the Law, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms so as to affirm the Jewish 
canon of His day (and of ours)—all three 
major divisions of the Old Testament. 
Not only did Jesus claim that the Bible 
was divine, the Apostles also agreed. 
Peter wrote, in 2 Peter 3:16, “as also in 
all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which untaught and unstable 
people twist to their own destruction, as 
they do also the rest of the Scriptures.” The 
words “the other Scriptures” indicate 
that the letters of Paul (having just been 
written) had already been recognized as 
“Scripture” by the church. As well, Paul 
recognized the equal inspiration of the 
Old and New Testaments in a single 
verse: 1 Timothy5:18: “For the Scripture 
says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox while it 
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer is 
worthy of his wages.’” In this verse, Paul 
quotes from Deuteronomy 25:4 in the 
Old Testament and Luke 10:7 in the New 
Testament, and calls them both scripture.

The Internal Evidence proves the 
scriptures are from God

Internal evidence is the evidence that 
you see in the Bible itself. Here are just 
2 ways we can see from the pages of the 

Bible that it is divinely superior. The first 
evidence is seen in the Bible’s amazing 
agreement. The Bible was written 
over a period of 1,500 years by over 40 
generations. It was written by more than 
40 different authors from every walk of life 
including kings, peasants, philosophers, 
fishermen, poets, statesmen, scholars, 
tax collectors, soldiers, etc. It was 
written on 3 continents, in 3 different 
languages and covered some of the 

most controversial subjects of mankind: 
theology, government, science, military 
strategy and prophecy. Yet there is not 
one contradiction or disagreement on 
any page. Each author spoke with perfect 
harmony and continuity with the rest.

This can only mean that God was 
the author. If it was simply man who 
was doing the writing, there would 
be contradictions and confusion 
throughout. Instead there is complete 
agreement. Many of us have heard 
the old cliché, “The Bible is full of 
contradictions.”

The last time I heard that, I placed my 
Bible on the table and challenged, “Please 
show me just one.” I further offered, “If 
you can, I will renounce my faith and 
burn this book right now.” Of course, the 
skeptic who initially spoke so confidently 
had no response. As is usually the case, 
he was just parroting an ignorance he 
had heard from others. No one has ever 
been able to produce even the slightest 
hint of contradiction in the Word of God. 

Another evidence is seen in the fact 
that the majority of the Bible comes 
from eyewitness accounts. One piece 
of evidence that historians look for in 
assessing the reliability of any document 
is the number of generations that passed 
on a story before that story was written 
down. In other words, is the information 
firsthand or second hand?

The events of the Bible were primarily 
recorded in the generation in which 
they were experienced—by those who 
experienced them.

The Bible is filled with eyewitness 
accounts. Moses was there when the Red 
Sea split. Joshua saw with his won eyes 
the walls of Jericho falling. The disciples 
stood together in the Upper Room and 
saw and heard the resurrected Lord Jesus 
Christ.

The abundance of External Evidence 
verifies the divine inspiration of the 

Bible.
There is an abundance of historical 

evidence to collaborate the authenticity of 
the Bible. An Sherwin White, a classical 
historian writes, “the confirmation 
of historicity is overwhelming. Any 
attempt to reject its basic historicity 
even in matters of detail is absurd.” 
Josh McDowell wrote, “After personally 
trying, as a skeptic myself, to shatter the 
historicity and validity of the scriptures, 
I had to conclude that they actually are 
historically trustworthy.” Now after trying 
to discredit the Bible, He dedicates His life 
to defending, preaching, teaching it.

As well, consider archeology. 
Archeology confirms that the places 
and the people the Bible speaks about 
were historically accurate. This is true 
not only of the Old Testament but also 
of the relatively more recent history of 

the New Testament. A few examples 
include: portions of Herod’s temple, 
the Areopagus in which Paul spoke in 
Athens, the theater in Ephesus where 
Acts 19 tells us a riot occurred, the pool 
of Siloam where a man was healed of 
blindness in John 9. The book of Acts 
is a model of historical accuracy. In 
all, Luke names 32 countries, 54 cities, 
and 9 islands without error. Regarding 
Old Testament examples consider the 
following. For decades it was said that 
the Old Testament writers invented the 
Hittite tribe, since their existence could 
not independently confirmed. However 
in 1911, Professor Hugo Winchkler of 
Berlin discovered some ten thousand 
clay tablets at “Bogazkoy,” the site of 
the Hittite capital. The existence of the 
Hittite empire is now extensively proven 
and documented. Another example is 
the existence of Solomon’s reign and his 
thousands of horses.

This was seriously questioned until 
in Megiddo, one of five chariot cities, 
excavations revealed the ruins of 
thousands of stalls for the kings horses 
and chariots. Archeologist William 
Albright tells us, “discovery after 
discovery has established the accuracy 
of innumerable details, and has brought 
increased recognition to the value of the 
Bible as a source of history.”

Another external evidence is that 
from the scientific community. Many 
have used science to try and discredit 
scripture. But true science, accurate 
science will confirm the testimony of 
scripture. In fact consider what Paul wrote 
in 1Timothy 6:20: “…avoid the profane 
and idle babblings and contradictions of 
what is falsely called knowledge.” There 
are many unexpected scientific truths 
that have lain hidden within the Bible for 
thousands of years, only to be recognized 
and appreciated in recent times. These 
principles are not expressed in modern 
scientific jargon, but nevertheless are 
presented accurately and beautifully, 
indicating remarkable understanding 
of nature by these ancient authors far in 
advance of their “discovery” by modern 
scientists. 

The Integrity of Scripture

 The Bible was written 
over a period of 1,500 

years by over 40 
generations. It was 

written by more than 
40 different authors 

from every walk of life 
including kings, peasants, 
philosophers, fishermen, 

poets, statesmen, 
scholars, tax collectors, 

soldiers, etc.
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Leading the worship team like a father

By Isaac Oyuga. 

For some time now I have been 
thinking about the names of God 
and in particular the name Fa-

ther. It is interesting how my mind at 
the mention of that name wanders be-
tween God and the face of one man of 
God; Charles who is my Dad. Charles 
was and still is God-sent. In him I al-
ways see a man who prioritized his 
children way above his Luopean call. 
Luos are perceived to be extravagant 
but he valued family over extravagance. 
And even though he was very firm on 
my discipline as I was growing up, I 
have come to understand him and love 
him even more for not abandoning the 
cane. Had he done that then I might 
have turned out differently. So what les-
sons can I draw from my relationship 
with my Dad in relation to my relation-
ship with God my Father? How did I 
begin to see my Dad in the light of his 
love towards me? And how can I apply 
these in my role as a worship leader?

Back around 2008 a new chapter in 
my life began after I had attended the 
School of Worship at JCC Nakuru. It 
was there that the topic spiritual fa-
therhood would come alive for me. Al-
though the main theme of that spiritual 
fatherhood lesson revolved around re-
lating to our spiritual fathers, my bulb 
moment came when courtesy of those 
classes I began to see how Christ related 
to His Father. Of course we also learnt a 
lot about Abraham and Isaac, and Elijah 
and Elisha among others. Abraham and 
Isaac stood out for me because of the 
actual connection between the two as 
compared to Elijah and Elisha. More so 
because unlike the latter, Abraham had 
both a personal and a blood relation-

ship with his son Isaac. 
The relationship was 
founded on trust so much 
so that it is not recorded 
in the Bible that there was 
a struggle or even a crisis 
between them before or 
after Abraham had bound 
Isaac to give him up to 
God as a sacrifice.

If Isaac and Abraham 
were not related by blood, 
perhaps Isaac would have 
run back to the arms of 
his own father accusing 
the so called spiritual 
leader Abraham of at-
tempted murder. And 
that leads me to the ques-

tion, are you a worship leader who leads 
your team like a father, trusting God for 
their wellbeing, and offering the team 
up to God as a living sacrifice?  

The Bible in 1John 4:20 says “If some-
one says, “I love God,” and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, 
how can he love God whom he has not 
seen?” Take the last part of this scrip-
ture (how is it that you can claim to love 
God when you don’t love your brother 
who you can see), and in the context of 
loving God as Our father, picture how 
we can claim to love God and tell Him 
all those nice things in worship when 
we have not expressed our love to our 
own fathers who we can see? The joy 
of telling Dad I loved him reminds me 
of the joy of salvation; reconnecting to 
Our Heavenly Father. And just like I 
could not see the reaction on his face, I 
may not see the reaction on the face of 
God every time I worship. But just the 
assurance that my dad heard me and 
even followed up on me to understand 
how he could ease my burdens tells me 
that it touched his heart. 

Similarly, we touch the heart of God 
when we sincerely express our love to-
wards Him. And our assurance of His 
pleasure in worship is seen in how He 
steps in to make sure that all things in 
our lives work together for good. When 
we truly love on God in a lifestyle of 
worship, then our mourning is turned 
into dancing and our sorrow into joy. 
Though we cannot see God’s facial ex-
pressions when we love on Him, the as-
surance that we have touched the heart 
of God is in itself quite fulfilling. Hence 
it is quite interesting to see many a be-

lievers worshipping God as if He is far 
away. As praise and worship leaders we 
are aware of the fact that Our God is 
Omnipresent. Yet there are times when 
we have approached worship so casual-
ly as if the One being worshipped is not 
Himself present. 

It reminds me of a conversation I re-
cently had with a brother from church 
and he used an analogy that really cap-
tured my attention towards prepared-
ness in worship leading. John told me 
that if there is something He has learnt 
this far, it is that we ought to worship 
God as though God Himself is present. 
He went ahead to use an analogy which 
I will gladly repeat so that if possible 
you can get the point just as I did.

Imagine that your praise and wor-
ship team has the honor of singing one 
of the songs from a renowned artist or 
worshipper whom you really admire 
and hold in high esteem. For example 
Donnie McClurkin, Jemimah Thiong’o 
or even Christina Shusho or any other 
because the list is endless. To make it 
more interesting, you are expected to 
be taking that mandate in a function 
where this particular musician will be 
present. 

At the back of your mind, there would 
be an element of satisfaction that you 
would want to give the artist or musi-
cian when you sing her song. If not bet-
ter than her, you would want to give it 
your very best to the point that the mu-
sician feels you did not do disservice to 
that song. Her satisfaction though not 
directly implied in your performance, 
is undoubtedly taken into consider-
ation. And that will of course inform 
your level of preparation and perfect 
practice.

That said, now imagine that every 
session of praise and worship in church 

happens in the presence of the One who 
is the Creator of all Composers and 
the originator of Music not just specif-
ic songs. He organized it so well with 
divine numbers at play. Music uses the 
first seven letters of the alphabet and as 
far as I know, seven is the number of 
perfection. When you hit the eighth, 
you are going forward to the beginning 
of a new solfa-scale. Is it not satisfying 
that this conforms to how eight in the 
spiritual and even physical interpre-
tations would represent a new begin-
ning? A new week starts on the eighth 
day, just like a child born in the cove-
nant of Abraham was circumcised on 
the eighth day. There would be many 
more examples but for today our focus 
is not numbers.

So look at it this way, since you know 
that Jehovah is the Omnipresent One 
who created music, do you worship 
Him with the assurance that He is in 
attendance and The Only Audience 
you need to please? Do you love Him 
as your Father who is always there with 
you and for you? And while worship 
is a lifestyle, do you trust Him beyond 
how Isaac trusted his father Abraham? 
Though like Isaac you almost died at 
the mountain of life, do you still trust 
Him and honor Him more than Isaac 
honored his father Abraham?

A lot of these answers will be evident 
in the way you lead the worship team. If 
you love God, you will take care of His 
flock in line with how Christ instructed 
Peter to show his love. 

John 21:15 ¶ When they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Feed my lambs.”

 16 A second time he said to him, “Si-
mon, son of John, do you love me?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that 
I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.”

 17 He said to him the third time, “Si-
mon, son of John, do you love me?” Pe-
ter was grieved because he said to him 
the third time, “Do you love me?” And 
he said to him, “Lord, you know every-
thing; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Feed my sheep.

Jesus assuredly valued His sheep so 
much and I believe it would pain Him 
to see a worship leader not feeding and 
tending His sheep. And by this I want 

since you know 
that Jehovah is the 

Omnipresent One who 
created music, do you 
worship Him with the 

assurance that He 
is in attendance and 

The Only Audience 
you need to please?

Cont.. Page 9
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By: Pastor Nicodemus Waka

Last month I read an article rel-
evant to this message in a book 
“Just a moment” by J. Maurus; An 

Architect who had worked for a large 
corporation for many years was called 
in one day by the Board of Directors 
and given plans for a model house to be 
built in the most exclusive residential 
section of the city.

The chairman instructed him to spare 
no expense, to use the finest materials 
and the best labourers available.

As the work progressed the Architect 
began to think; “No one will ever know 
what goes into the unseen parts, why 
hire such expensive labourers? Why use 
such costly materials?” he began to sub-
stitute inferior materials, to hire inferi-
or labourers, pocketing the difference. 
Shortly after the house was finished, the 
chairman of the Board held a reception 
to celebrate its completion. After mak-
ing a lengthy speech, he amazed the Ar-
chitect by presenting him with the keys 
to the house; “We give you this house,” 
he said, ‘as a token of the high esteem 
we have for your many years of splen-
did and faithful service.

New things attract all of us. And of 
course, we are keen to know the price? 
Some of us inwardly hate the cost we 
are not ready for, too many of us, the 
cheaper the better? Some of us have 
paid dearly for what we bought cheap-
ly? Did I hear someone remark that: 
“cheap is expensive?”

Many of us crave for cheap chapattis, 
checks, chips, chopas, and even cheap 
churnings? Anonymous put it well:- 
•	We	need	sobriety	without	sacrifice?
•	We	need	service	without	seclusion?
•	We	need	silence	without	sitting	
•	We	need	solicitude	without	sorrow?
•	We	need	success	without	suffering

A genuine response is: it never works! 
Ask the true successful in our midst…

We live in times of avoidance of hard 
work, hearty worship, hilly wonder, 
holy work and humble weeping.

It is evident in our times that the cry 
for the easy way out is getting louder 
by Day. The lord who made us in His 
own image works! “He neither sleeps 
nor slumbers…”(Psalms 121) The out-
come of His good work is both New 
and Renewal, no wonder He reminds 
us in Galatians 6:9-10. “And let us not 
be weary in well-doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially  unto them who 

are of the household of faith.”
A friend of mine often says;- “ Do 

well whatever you do, for you never 
know the impact of the results” “cast 
your bread upon the waters; for you will 
find it after many days.” (Ecclesiastes 
11:11)

I remember being taught that the first 
people to climb Mt. Everest, the world’s 
highest mountain, were Edmund Hil-
lary and Tenzing Norgay in 1953, 
Hillary was just 33 years old. His feat 
afforded him fame, wealth, and the re-
alization that he had already lived a re-
markable life. One would wonder what 
did he do for the next 55 years? Rest, 
retire, sit and celebrate? NO.

With no higher mountains to climb 
that never stopped him, it is said he 
achieved other notable goals, including 
a concerted effort to improve the wel-
fare of the Nepalese people, living near 
Mt. Everest – a task he carried on until 
his death in 2008.

It is wisely said that “life takes on new 
meaning when we invest ourselves in 
others” 

It always humbles me whenever I 
meet Pastor Wycliffe Masakari who 
took over from me in 1986 as a Pastor of 
KAG Kisumu North, the Local church 
I was honoured to pioneer in 1982. I 
get so touched every time we begin to 
share of when he first met me in 1977 
during our first KAG youth conven-
tion in Kisumu. I have many rewarding 
memories of what I have been able to 

witness in both my life and others as 
we have allowed God bless His people 
through us.

During my tenure as the Pastor of 
KAG Changamwe (Mombasa) church, 
the Lord favoured us to begin three 
churches; Mikindani, Miritini (Jomvu) 
and Tudor. I get excited and renewed 
every time I meet the Pastors of these 

Local churches and get to hear 
with delight the many testimo-
nies of God’s work. Anonymous 
put it well: “Don’t make a ceme-
tery of your life by burying your 
talents.”

Early last year, I read a re-
markable book by Ellyn Sanna 
entitled “God’s Hall of Fame” 
from which I got the following; 
1. God is not limited by our 

culture, or our talents or any 
other circumstances of our 
lives. He does not work in 
one prescribed way. Instead, 
His spirit moves powerful-
ly throughout the world He 
created using everyone and 
everything.

2. John Bunyan’s life shines with 
grace, while he lacked what 
the world recognizes as important, 
such as education and wealth, he 
committed to God the gifts he did 
possess: A genius for English lan-
guage and a childlike imagination, 
Bunyan’s 55 books, uniquely de-
scribe the work of commitment to 
God.

3. Despite sorrows and worldly trou-
bles, doubts and spiritual anguish, 
Bunyan continued to yield his genius 
to God, allowing the Holy Spirit to 
use his talents to the fullest.

4. When fire destroyed the build-
ing that contained William Carey’s 
printing press as well as all his man-
uscripts, grammas, and dictionaries, 
Carey had worked for years to trans-
late the Bible into the language of the 
people he did not react with despair, 
impatience or anger instead he sim-
ply knelt and thanked God that he 
still had the strength and ability to 
do the work all over again.

5. A.T Pierson said this of Carey’s sub-
ject: “with little teaching, he became 
learned; poor himself, he made mil-
lions rich, “indeed William Carey 
lived his entire life by this saying: 
“Attempt great things for God, ex-
pect great things from God.”

6. Fanny Crosby “God’s songwriter, 
a blind woman who began writing 
hymns at 44 before she died at 95, 
she had written over 9,000 hymns 
more than anyone in the History of 
Christianity. Although she was blind 
her whole life, many of her hymns 
refer to the sight that she was confi-
dent would be hers one day in Heav-
en. For example, consider this line 

from “Blessed Assurance” visions of 
rapture, now burst on my sight.

7. I am an Evangelist, but I am a man 
who is still in process. (Billy Gra-
ham)

8. Seek yourself only in Christ and not 
in yourself: and then you will find 
yourself in Him eternally. (Martin 
Luther)

9. Before my conversion I worked to-
wards the cross, but since then I have 
worked from the cross, then I worked 
to be saved; now I work because I am 
saved. (Dwight L. Moody).

10. God knows what He is doing and 
there is nothing accidental in the life 
of the believer. Nothing but good can 
come to those who are wholly His”. 
(Watchman Nee).

I often think New always comes from 
those who knew! Integrity from those 
who benefit from adversity and great 
trappings from those who depend not 
on men’s clappings. It is wisely said that; 
“Those who handle the cross well are 
set to hear a “well done” as they receive 
the crown of life eternal.” 

Hannah Whitall Smith says: “Those 
who are God’s without reserve are, in 
every sense, content.

If only we knew the next new Amend-
ment, blessings, course, duty, exercise, 
flight, or goal could be ours then cer-
tainly we would be excited with the ac-
tivities that lead to what we anticipate. 

Never say no or take lightly what is 
assigned to you, for you never know!

   
Pst. Nicodemus Waka
KAG Githurai “44”
Tel: 0725-875 677
Email: nickwakagithurai44@yahoo.com
NAIROBI, Kenya 

Serving

Rev. Nicodemus Waka

Ability Well Spend or Wasted?  

If only we knew the 
next new Amendment, 

blessings, course, 
duty, exercise, flight, 

or goal could be 
ours then certainly 

we would be excited 
with the activities 

that lead to what we 
anticipate.
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By Betty Muimi – DC Ruiru.

Is there a person you see, whether 
a stranger or someone you know, 
and you can’t help but meltdown?  

I very well know that this is not strange 
to you, and if it is, you rouse curiosity 
in me to question you a little bit. Any-
way, I would love to share my personal 
life stories and see if we get to under-
stand what this is all about. This is be-
cause many people experience it and 
some get so overwhelmed and don’t 
manage it, others suffer in silence and 
cannot speak out their feelings.

If my memory tells me right, have 
had several incidences where I met 
people and from the word go, I crush 
on them.  My main areas of crush 
come with people who are wired for 
music, those who seem to have a sense 
of direction in life and anyone whom I 
find their character and values match 
with mine and more so, people who 
just are serious with God. There is 
nothing I value like a guy who has sold 
his life to Christ. It speaks a lot to me 
which I will spare you the details for 
now. I remember this time I went for 
service somewhere and the guy lead-
ing worship had all the ingredients as 
mentioned above. And not forgetting, 
he had the Davidic description (1 Sam 
16:18)

Do you think I worshiped or this guy 
carried me away? Well, these things 
are happening in our lives every day, 
but we have assumed them and re-
mained ignorant. I don’t  know how 
many people care to seek help when 
in such situations. No wonder we’re 
losing people even in church. It start-
ed as a crush, but because we did not 
work on it, it birthed other things. Do 

you know having a crush is nor-
mal but when extended can be 
called lust? Let’s look at the case 
of David (2 Sam 11:1-2), who at 
a glance saw Bathsheba bathing. 
She is described as beautiful, and 
this beauty captured David’s eyes, 
and he could not control himself. 
And out of a glance, immorality 
was committed. Talk of Samson 
in Judges 14:1. He went to Tim-
nah and there saw a young Philis-
tine woman, and he told his par-
ents to get her for him. Again, at 
the first site, he fall in to the trap 
of sexual immorality. 

So these things began long ago, 
nothing new under the sun. To-
day, we go for conferences, sem-
inars, and we meet new people, 
depending on what your appetite 

is, you want to have it at the first look. 
Or maybe there is this lady or a guy in 
church you see, and you just lose net-
work. Well, just to help someone by 
saying it’s very normal and healthy, but 
how do you help yourself out? Most of 
us see, and like Samson and David, you 
want to get hold immediately. Others 
see and all they do the whole time is to 
build castles of fantasy in the air. 

I have had such cases in my life, 
and handled others with such also. 
Whenever you realize that dwelling on 
something with no solution begins to 
eat you up slowly, you cannot afford 
to continue in the same mode; you’ve 
got to have ways to put out every fire 
in your life. Personally, talking of how 
I handle such cases. Whenever I real-
ize I have got a crush on anyone, I, first 
of all, reduce any communication with 
this person. Why? Communication 
will always fan any relationship. While 
most people want to feed their feelings 
by being constantly in touch with their 
crush, then you’re not helping your-
self. The worst happens when the two 
of you have a crush on one another. 
If you do not manage it wisely, then 
you’ll end up in a drama.

Secondly, I ensure that I don’t meet 
with them in any private place or else, 
anywhere we will be found just the 
two of us. The enemy is a liar and very 
crafty. Our spirituality does not cause a 
malfunction to our biology and there-
fore we ought to be very alert lest we 
mess up. Well, these are just but a few 
measures I take to be safe. Just like 
Job said that he had made a covenant 
with his eyes not to lust after a wom-
an, so should we also make a covenant 

in our lives that we may not get into 
any trap. If only we can get out of ig-
norance and be alert, then we can help 
ourselves out. We also need to un-
derstand the areas in which we are so 
much vulnerable and master them. It 
calls for self-awareness and scrutiny. 
Unless you know what can bring you 
down, then you cannot help yourself.  
Remember even giants do fall!

Are there those times as a Christian 
you crush on non-believers? I once 
met a friend who had a problem with 
crushing on guys outside the church. 
Maybe at your institution or in the 
workplace there is this guy you see, 
and you feel butterflies in your stom-
ach, but unfortunately, he’s not born 
again. What do you do in such sce-
narios because they happen?  Picking 
from Erin David, regarding her article 
‘Are crushes okay?’ she highlights the 
following;

1.    Lust 
Matthew 5:28, Jesus warns us con-

cerning lust. Lust is intense sexual 
desire or appetite. It is also to have a 
yearning or desire, excessive craving.  
If your thoughts towards your crush 
have turned sexual, there’s a big prob-
lem. If your crush has taken over your 
thought life or becomes so obsessive, 
then I foresee trouble.

2.    Be self-controlled.
Galatians 5:22-24. Self-control ap-

plies here. If you are having very 
strong feelings towards a guy or a lady, 
it’s necessary to exercise self-control 
to keep those feeling from bursting 
into flames. We have the ability to 
hold every thought captive and make 
it obey Christ, including our school of 
thoughts. Including our thoughts on 
that guy or that lady!

3.    Watch the clock.
Stewardship is a word we use espe-

cially in the arena of money, but we can 
be good stewards of our time. It is im-
portant to realize that if you are spend-
ing too much time thinking about, 
talking about, or interacting with your 
crush, you’ve probably crossed over 
the line that isn’t honoring to God. 

Friends, crushes are normal. We can 
have them and remain emotionally 
pure. God authored the ability in us to 
get attracted to the opposite sex, and so 
this means he also can help us get over 
it. Have you taken your cases to the 
Lord in prayer concerning the crushes 
you’ve had in life? Just dare it. It works 
wonders! 

“Am I in a Crush?- Help Me” to specifically address the rules that gov-
ern your team as well as the demands you 
place upon your team. Are they realistic? 
Are you that praise and worship leader 
who is more concerned with how you 
will perform during Sunday’s session but 
does not understand and address the life 
struggles of your team? Must they buy 
that uniform and sleep hungry? Do they 
need to sell some of their stuff just to af-
ford that suit or uniform? And I am not 
implying that they need not be present-
able? That is beside the point. All I am 
asking you is “are you in touch with the 
reality of what they are going through?” 
If you are, “what are you doing about it?” 

The church is a hospital and all who go 
there especially the “staff ” might be in 
need of healing more than the patients 
admitted. Just because someone seems 
committed, does not warrant you the 
permission to take advantage of their 
commitment nor make them promote 
your financial interests with every uni-
form or demands associated with many 
praise and worship teams today. You are 
their worship leader not their shopkeep-
er. If they have to wear a uniform, let it 
be that it is not at the expense of other 
basic needs. Mark you, the basic needs 
for worship are freely given as explained 
in John 4:23. Spirit and Truth should not 
cost your team any money. But even then, 
they have to be a decent, presentable and 
appealing living sacrifice before the Lord.

As a leader therefore, it is important to 
mind the wellbeing (spiritual, emotional 
and even material) of those you lead. Be 
approachable as Abraham was to Isaac or 
even better, as Christ was to His disciples. 
“Lead others from your heart, but when 
leading yourself, lead from your head”, as 
one Pastor Andrew of JCC Nakuru used 
to put it. If sin is missing the mark, then 
trust that love will indeed cover a mul-
titude of areas where you miss the mark 
because love covers a multitude of sin.

In conclusion therefore, I beseech you 
to remember that the success of your 
team depends more on how much you 
genuinely love each member as a father 
would his children. Try love and see how 
they will in turn learn to love each oth-
er and you. And together you will create 
such a radiance of love from the pulpit to 
the pew that it will not be strange to hear 
testimonies of how much people feel the 
love of God radiating from the pulpit as 
you lead praise and worship. The grace 
and peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you as you try leading the team as a 
loving father would. Selah!

From Page 7
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TARGETER K.C.S.E TRACKER 2017
SECONDARY EXAMS, FORM 4,  ENGLISH, Paper 1

Instructions to candidates
(a) Answer ALL questions in this question paper.
(b) Answers will be provided in the August issue.

For Examiner’s Use Only
Question Maximum Score Candidate’s Score

1 20
2 10
3 30

TOTAL 60

Q1. FUNCTIONAL WRITING
Imagine that you are the chairperson of your school’s Students’ Council. The 
school has organized a form one students’ orientation meeting soon after they 
have reported.  The meeting is attended by the Dean of Studies, the school Prin-
cipal, a number of student leaders, the form one class teacher, the Deputy Prin-
cipal, the chairman of the school’s Board of Management, and the head of Guid-
ance and Counselling. 
Write the speech you would make in the meeting.

Q2. CLOZE TEST
Read the following passage and fill each blank space with the most appropriate 
word. (10 marks)
It is an indisputable fact that agriculture    1    the backbone of the economy. It 
is therefore    2   that we stop over-relying on the raid-fed agriculture. Israel is a 
classic   3   of a country that has reclaimed its deserts and put them to    4    use.  
Land which was    5 “useless” has been turned round and    6   useful. Egypt 
which solely depends on   7    River Nile is a leading exporter of fruits and cere-
als. For our country to    8    self-sufficiency in food production and to get a   9 
for export, lad should be utilized to the    10   this is only possible with irrigation. 

Q3 ORAL SKILLS
a. Read the poem below then answer the questions that follow.       (10 Marks)

Henry King by Hillaire Belloc
The Chief Defect of Henry King 
Was chewing little bits of string
At last he swallowed some which tied
Itself in ugly notes inside
Physicians of the utmost Fame
Were called at once; but when they came 
They answered, as they took their fees
“There is no cure for this disease.
Henry will very soon be dead.”
His parent stood about his bed
Lamenting his ultimately death 
When Henry with his latest breath 
Cried, ‘Oh, my friends, be warned by me 
That breakfast, dinner, lunch and tea
Are all the human frame requires.
With that the wretched child expires.

i. Describe the rhyme scheme for the above poem.       (2 marks)
 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................

ii. Identify and explain how you would use any two non-verbal cues when 
reciting the above poem.           (4 marks)

 ...................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................

iii. Apart from rhythm, identify two other sound patterns used in this poem. 
              (4 marks)

 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
iv.  How would you say the last line and why?          (2marks)
 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
b)  Underline the silent letter(s) in the following words.             (3mks)
 i) Sachet   iv) Debris 
 ii) Corps   v) Sword
 iv)Leopard   vi)Grandmother

c)  Identify the odd one out in each set according to the pronunciation of the 
underlined letters             (4 marks)

 i)   beer bare bear pair  ___________
 ii) tough giraffe dough photograph  ___________
 iii) honest honour heifer heir  ___________
 iii) pressure pleasure shape sugar  ___________

d)  Indicate the intonation pattern in the following sentences.       (5marks)
 i)  Are you serious?........................................................................................ 
 ii) You must behave yourself.................................................................................
 iii) Don’t tell me what to do! ................................................................................
 iv) Is the manager in? ...........................................................................................
 v) Where did the store keeper keep the new brooms?  ...................................
e). You have applied for a job at a bank and have been invited for an interview. 

What would you do before and during the interview to ensure you create a 
good impression?             (6marks)

 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................................................
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letters 
to the editor

Dear editor, I’ve been 
looking for an opportunity 

to let you know how 
much the Christian times 

has been a blessing to 
me through well thought 
articles as well as good 

research on various matters 
affecting the society and 
the world at large. I was 

particulary blessed by your 
November issue last year 
where you covered the US 

election and the issues that 
affects Christianity. 

The speech by Franklin 
graham  enlightening the 
American Christians on 
issues they needed  to 

consider while voting was 
very insightful.

I never miss a copy of the 
Christian times. Keep up 

with the good work.

Mrs. Enna Waka

For comments, 
complements or 
opinion write a 
short text to the 

editor

Email the editor, Christian 
Times on 

njiri.kag@gmail.com 
or 

sms to 
0764 712946. Include your 
full names and address.  

Trending
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By David Njiri

In 2015, I watched the Gospel sing-
er, Betty Bayo’s live interview with 
Lilian Muli on Citizen TV; over her 

soured marriage with ‘Prophet’ Victor 
Kanyari, faith differences emerged to 
be the cause of their separation. Betty 
admitted she had been brought up in a 
Bible believing church, while her hus-
band’s church wasn’t. She claimed her 
husband’s church emphasized on mira-
cles; a factor that didn’t go well with her 
and thus, she decided to join a different 
church that suited her faith. At the time 
of the interview the differences had 
reached a break away point - leading to 
the couple’s separation. It was apparent 
clear during the interview that Betty 
Bayo didn’t do a thorough fact finding 
to ascertain who Kanyari was before 
she said ‘Yes’ to him. It was also appar-
ent clear that the decision to wed was 
hurried and enough time was not spent 
in courtship. 

Faith issue cannot be wished away 
when it comes to building a relationship 
headed to marriage. It is very crucial to 
know the faith of your partner before 
you say ‘I do’, because faith plays an im-
portant role in a relationship. It can be 
a stepping stone towards blossoming 
of your relationship, or a hindrance 
towards its growth. It is often said, it 
doesn’t matter what a person believe 
provided he/she does what is right. This 
is one way of dismissing faith as having 
no importance in relation to courtship. 
But every person is influenced by what 
he believes whether he knows it or not. 
People tend to perceive life through the 
lenses of what they believe and this may 
have negative consequences where the 
partners come from different faith.

If as a Christian you imagine that 
you cannot live your life without Jesus, 
then you should allow God lead you 
in choosing your life partner (Ps 32:8, 
9). Some key questions you need to ask 
yourself are; is the young man or the 
lady a Christian? Can I pray with him 
or her? These questions should help you 
in choice making because, being one in 
faith is the foundation of becoming one 
in marriage.

In his article about choosing a godly 
spouse Rev. Waka says, “Next to your 
choice to confess Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior the next vital choice is of 
whom to marry. A wrong choice can 
tragically wreck your entire life and yet 
a right choice is a source of great bless-
ings and joy.” 

Faith differences are contributing 
factor to crisis in marriage. In some 
situations even agreeing on a common 

issue becomes problematic as a result of 
competition as to who is more spiritual 
than the other. Unless the issue is well 
handled, it has the capacity to divide 
the entire family - children not know-
ing whether to follow the father or the 
mother.

I know of a family that has been rus-
tling with faith differences issue for the 
last ten years crippling their marriage 
as a result of separation. Whenever 
they come together to discuss an issue 
concerning their marriage, faith issue 
takes the centre stage. Each partner 
give his her contribution from his/her 
faith perspective, resulting to differenc-
es, quarrel, and fighting among them. 

It is advisable while choosing a mar-
riage partner to choose someone of the 
same faith with yours so as to minimize 
frictions that results due to faith differ-
ences. Though even people of the same 
faith will disagree on various issues de-
pending on their background, upbring-
ing and culture; the differences may 
be minimized if faith differences don’t 
take the centre stage.

Faith differences may be contributed 
by the following factors;

a). Marrying a non believer – Some 
Christian young people when it comes 
to relationship doesn’t care about the is-
sue of faith of their partners and how it 
can affect their relationship. Some say, 
“as long as he loves me I don’t care.” But 
they don’t question their readiness to 
accommodate some ill behaviours of 

their spouse contributed by having no 
values to live for.  Some of these habits 
are so irritating to an extent of breaking 
a relationship. As a Christian, giving 
yourself for marriage to an unbeliev-
er is tragic. Some ill behaviours that 
results from having no values to live 
for include; drunkardness, infidelity, 
addiction to drugs, abused marriage, 
coming home late etc. These are some 
of behaviours young people land them-
selves into for ignoring issue of faith 
while choosing a life partner. 

Some enters marriage hurriedly with 
unrealistic expectation that the person 
will change once married, only to get 
disappointed.  Rev. Waka says, “A cou-
ple entering marriage unprepared and 
ill matched is doomed at best to end-

less frustration, and more often than 
not, to total failure. On the other hand, 
a Christian man and woman who have 
allowed the Holy Spirit to mould them 
and lead them along the Biblical path 
that leads to the wedding ceremony 
can look forward with confidence to a 
married life of fulfillment and mutual 
delight.”  

The Bible warns against marrying 
an unbeliever or being yoked together 
with unbelievers (2Cor 6:14) for the ob-
vious reason that the non believers will 
influence us to abandon our relation-
ship with God. So what does it mean to 
be unequally yoked? Picture if you will, 
two oxen tied together at the neck by 
a wooden crosspiece so they can pull a 
plow. They are two animals of the same 
species who have been joined togeth-
er to do a specific job. They have been 
carefully trained to respond to the same 
commands, and once they are united, 
they are considered to be a team. A wise 
farmer picks two animals of similar size, 
strength, and temperament because he 
knows they will work the best together. 
If one of them needed to be whipped 
before he would move, and the other 
one was terrified at even the sight of a 
whip, it would seem unwise to tie them 
together and expect them to work as a 
team. One “teammate” would franti-
cally try to run away, while the other 
one would stubbornly refuse to budge. 
In fact, if two like this were joined to-
gether, it seems that disaster might be 

Courtship

A – Z of Courtship before    you say I do (“F”) – Faith

 “Next to your choice 
to confess Jesus 

Christ as Lord and 
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marry. A wrong choice 
can tragically wreck 
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yet a right choice 

is a source of great 
blessings and joy.” 
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at hand - with possible damage to the 
equipment, hurt and confusion to the 
“teammates”, and of course, the work 
would never get done. 

The imagery is of two incompatible 
oxen sharing the same yoke. Instead of 
working together to pull the load, they 
would be working against each other. 
No matter how lovely a lady or a young 
man may appear, if you have nothing 
common in faith, you need to take pre-
caution the earliest possible. 

Recently, I and other ministers of the 
gospel attended married ladies meet-
ing where a number of questions was 
paused to us. A majority of the ques-
tions had to do with marrying people 
who have no values to live for and this 
has turned marriage to be hell here on 
earth.  

We need to understand that God 
is the founder of marriage; the need 
to involve him before we start. But if 
someone abandons his relationship 

with God to start a relationship headed 
for marriage, it is a step in the wrong 
direction. Psalms 127 says, “Unless the 
Lord builds the house, its builder’s labor 
in vain”.  
b). Marrying a believer from unsound 

doctrine denomination
Difference in faith does not only come 

when marrying a non believer, but also 
when marrying someone whose faith 
is not founded on sound biblical doc-
trines. It is important to know we have 
unsound doctrine denominational 
churches today which have negatively 
affected families. During courtship it is 
important to know the denomination 
your partner fellowship with, and what 
they believe. Otherwise it is possible to 
have two believers not compatible be-
cause of their different levels of faith. 
Sure, you may enjoy the same hobbies, 
or be engaged in the same type of work 
- but when it comes to the things that 
really matter, you will be miles apart. In 

a marriage, when that first rush of ex-
citement wears off, you will find your-
self yearning for the true intimacy and 
oneness that can only be experienced 
with someone of “like mind.” You will 
be unfulfilled and strangely lonesome 
in this closest of all partnerships, due to 
different beliefs, you cannot experience 
true intimacy. Neither of you would 
be able to share the deepest longings 
of your heart with each other, because 
your whole basis of looking at life - your 
very reasons for living - would be total-
ly different. Your hearts and lives could 
never be truly united because there 
would be no common bond to draw 
you together and keep you together. 

These differences unless worked out 
have far reaching effect to the partners 
as well as the children. Differences in 
marriage are usually manifested by cou-
ples attending different churches, with 
children siding with one parent. The 
phrase ‘unequally yoked’ in 2Cor 6:14 

applies also to people who got unsound 
Bible doctrines. Instead of pulling the 
relationship together towards one di-
rection, the couple pulls to different 
directions as they compete against each 
other to prove which denomination is 
right. Couples should work as a team, 
pulling towards one direction and not 
like AFC and Gor Mahia soccer match.

This is one case that demonstrates the 
effect of faith differences in a marriage. 
It is important when doing fact finding 
about faith of your partner to ask him 
or her take you to his/her church as 
well as to the pastor. This may give you 
insight of the kind of the person you 
are relating with, rather than waiting 
until relationship get sour to do the fact 
finding. Remember Amos 3:3 says two 
cannot walk together unless they agree. 

Next month issue “G” (Goals) of 
Courtship…  

A – Z of Courtship before    you say I do (“F”) – Faith

How to Raise a Pagan Kid in a Christian Home

Barrett Johnson

Every imperfect and normal family 
wants their kids to turn out 
right. So, we establish goals for 

character development and try to create 
an environment where our kids can 
mature. Church, school, sports teams, 
family relationships ... each of these 
provides a context where our kids can 
learn to “love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Unfortunately, our “good” objectives 
might have absolutely nothing to do 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. And 
we inadvertently end up raising pagans 
instead of Christians.

Too many times, (Christian) parents 

have it as their goal to make their kids 
good and moral. It is as if the entire 
purpose of their family’s spiritual life is 
to shape their children into law-abiding 
citizens who stay out of trouble. The 
only problem with this goal is that it 
runs in stark contrast to what the Bible 
teaches. The gospel is not about making 
bad people moral, but about making 
dead people alive. If we teach morality 
without the transforming power of the 
gospel and the necessity of a life fully 
surrendered to God’s will, we are raising 
moral pagans.

We end up teaching the wrong thing 
because we have the wrong objectives.

This sentiment was stirred in me 
afresh when I read an interview with 
VeggieTales creator Phil Vischer. He 
was reflecting on how the “Christian 
message” he was trying to teach wasn’t 
Christianity at all:

“I looked back at the previous 10 
years and realized I had spent 10 years 
trying to convince kids to behave 
Christianly without actually teaching 
them Christianity. And that was a pretty 
serious conviction. You can say, ‘Hey 
kids, be more forgiving because the 
Bible says so,’or ‘Hey kids, be more kind 
because the Bible says so!’ But that isn’t 
Christianity, it’s morality...

“And that was such a huge shift for 
me from the American Christian ideal. 
We’re drinking a cocktail that’s a mix of 
the Protestant work ethic, the American 
dream and the gospel. And we’ve 
intertwined them so completely that 
we can’t tell them apart anymore. Our 
gospel has become a gospel of following 
your dreams and being good so God will 
make all your dreams come true. It’s the 
Oprah god.”

So what is your objective?
Do you teach your kids “be good 

because the Bible tells you to” or do you 
teach your kids that they will never be 
good without Christ’s offer of grace? 
There is a huge difference. One leads to 

moralism; the other leads to brokenness. 
One leads to self-righteousness; the 
other leads to a life that realizes that 
Christ is everything and that nothing 
else matters.

I want my kids to be good. We all do. 
But as our kids grow up, the truth of the 
gospel can easily get lost somewhere 
between salvation (where we know 
we need Jesus) and living life (where 
we tend to say “I’ve got this”). My 
experience is that the vast majority of 
parents are encouraging moral behavior 
in their kids so that God will bless their 
(usually self-centered) pursuits. It’s the 
American dream plus Jesus. And it 
produces good, moral pagans.

Consider the key objectives you have 
for your kids. Seriously, take a minute 
to think about what would deem you 
a successful parent. If your goals are 
focused on your kids’ behavior, their 
happiness or their accomplishments 
but don’t include a dependence upon 
Christ and a submission to His will and 
work, you might want to make some 
adjustments.

Because the world has enough pagans.
Even plenty of really nice ones. What we 
need is kids who fully grasp the reality 
that they have nothing to offer but 
who intimately know a God who has 
everything they need.
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Rev. Gregg Johnson

There are three very specific 
dangers associated with 
enlargement. They have been 

called the Unholy Triad: “The Gold, the 
Girls and the Glory.” (My apologies to 
the “girls.” The intended threat implied 
is not women, but any sexual activity 
outside of marriage.) Most leaders are 
vulnerable to at least one or maybe 
even all three. In any event, it’s the 
development of strong character and 
moral virtue that will empower one to 
stand firm against these snares.
Surviving the Gold

Character is moral virtue—
integrity. It’s a firm sense of right and 
wrong—a value system arising from a 
conviction of ethical absolutes. It’s the 
commitment to do what is right and 
ethical regardless of cost, discomfort, 
or risk.

Giftedness may take you to the next 
level, but only character will keep you 
there. In fact, most people get into 
trouble when their character does not 
keep pace with the momentum created 
by their giftedness. But when character 
is a priority over enlargement, when 
integrity is more important than 
success, one’s life and all he has built 
will be secure.

Proverbs 10:9 tells us, “He who walks 
with integrity walks securely, but he who 
perverts his ways will become known.” 
One’s life may be filled with great 
accomplishments, but it’s integrity that 
keeps those accomplishments secure. 
One may have a successful career and 
draw the admiration of great men—
but it’s integrity that will keep that 
success secure. One may have been 

blessed with a wonderful wife and a 
healthy marriage—but it’s integrity 
that will keep that marriage secure. 
One may be a gifted individual with 
bright prospects for the next level, 
but it’s integrity that provides a firm 
foundation to support enlargement.
Integrity is Not True, until it Has 
Been Tested

It’s a precarious reality: Human 
nature is easily corrupted by the 
prospect of personal gain. If there is 
some advantage to receive—whether 
financial, social or emotional—people 
are likely to abandon their principles in 
order to obtain it. This is not to say that 
money is evil—it’s not. What’s evil is the 
affect that money has on us when we 
love it. At the prospect of getting more 
and more dollars into our pockets, we 
often “sell-out” our principles. In the 
same way, success is not evil. What’s 
evil is the love of success. Too many, 
in an effort to achieve the next level for 
status, power or financial gain, have 
compromised their principles and 
lowered their standards of integrity. 
In this context, success can have an 
insidious effect on human nature.

This is often why God tests our 
integrity before bringing us to the next 
level. In fact, those who maintained 
their integrity during enlargement 
were also those who went through great 
hardships on their journey upward. 
Joseph suffered unimaginable rejection 
and betrayal prior to his ascension as 
second in command over Egypt. Moses 
spent forty years on the backside of the 
desert before receiving his mantle of 
prophetic authority. Joshua wandered 
in the desert with a generation of 

belligerent complainers before his 
promotion. David was hunted as a 
fugitive and traitor on the journey 
toward his coronation. The list goes 
on. Each of these endured great tests 
of character which empowered them 
with resolute integrity in the place of 
enlargement.
What Is Integrity?

Integrity is a commitment to 
principle. It’s being consistent in your 
convictions regardless of circumstance. 
Titus 2:7-8 instructs us, “… in all 
things… (show) integrity.” Integrity 
comes from the Latin word “integer” 
which means “one” or “wholeness.” 
To have integrity means there is no 
double-mindedness or duplicity it 
one’s character. It’s the condition of 
being whole—undivided in values 

and conduct. The man of integrity has 
integrated his whole life around a set of 
principles. There is no difference in the 
way he acts from one situation to the 

next.
A principle is a moral rule that 

guides you regarding right and wrong, 
and dictates your actions. Of course, 
no one is perfect and everyone falls 
short of their principles from time to 
time. But at the core, the person of 
integrity struggles to remain consistent 
with the values in which they believe. 
Unfortunately, when faced with the 
prospect of personal or financial gain, 
many people willingly compromise—
even abandon their principles.
The Tests Will Come

Psalm 7:9 tells us, “The righteous 
God tests the hearts and minds.” It’s a 
truth often repeated in scripture: See 
also Jeremiah 17:10 and 20:12, Psalm 
11:5 and Proverbs 17:3. God is not 
impressed by those who proclaim their 
goodness, He wants us to be confronted 
with the truth of our integrity—or lack 
thereof.

Integrity is not true until it has 
been tested. Anyone can say they are 
honest when being honest doesn’t 
cost them anything. But true honesty 
is revealed when telling the truth 
results in rejection or loss. Anyone can 
keep their word when fulfilling that 
commitment is comfortable. But true 
integrity is revealed when keeping a 
promise demands sacrifice or extreme 
inconvenience.

 A pastor friend of mine was met 
after church by a rich parishioner. 
The man pulled from his pocket a 
large roll of cash and handed it to the 
pastor. “This is my tithe,” the man 
said. The pastor replied, “Wait here 
while I go to the office and get you a 
receipt.” The next Sunday, the same 
wealthy man approached the pastor 
again and handed him another wad of 
cash. “This is my tithe,” the man said. 
The pastor replied, “Wait here while I 
go to the office and get you a receipt.” 
This ritual went on for several weeks 
until the pastor noticed one Sunday 
that the man greeted him, but didn’t 
give him the tithe. Curious, the pastor 
asked, “Sir, every week you handed me 
your tithe except today. Is something 
wrong?” The man replied, “Not at all, 
I just decided to give my tithe to the 
office and get my receipt directly from 
the secretary.” Even more curious, the 
pastor asked, “Why didn’t you do that 
in the first place? Why did you give 
your tithe to me all these weeks?” The 
man, with his gaze locked upon the 

The Gold: Enlarging with Integrity
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pastor, said, “Because, I was testing 
you. Before I give my money to this 
church and bring my family under 
your ministry, I needed to know if you 
were a man of integrity. You are.” The 
man wanted to be assured that his tithe 
would go to God, not to the pastor’s 
pocket.

On your way to the next level, your 
character will be tested. It’s not that 
God wants to ruin you, He wants to 
qualify you. 2 Chronicles 16:9 tell us, 

“The eyes of the LORD run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong on behalf of those 
whose heart is loyal to Him.” God will 
often bring opportunities to reveal if 
our integrity can survive the pressures 
that come at the next level.

God knows that at the next level, 
the pressure to compromise is always 
present. There will be people who 
want access, people who want to use 
us, and people who simply seek to 

gratify their own ego by being close to 
success. Some will even try to corrupt 
us in order to gain some advantage for 
themselves.

God knows, at the next level, the 
opposite sex will present themselves 
to you; he wants to expose if there are 
sexual fault lines in your character. He 
knows, at the next level, more money 
will flow through your hands. He 
wants to reveal if there are financial 
fractures in your integrity. He knows, 

at the next level, there will be greater 
admiration from the crowds. He tests 
our pride to see if our ego is fractured 
and vulnerable to pride.

The tests will come—because God 
is preparing us by exposing us. He 
wants to confront us with the truth 
about our fractures, to put us on the 
path to restoration, and prepare us for 
prolonged success.

God’s Rules concerning Sex

To protect the wonderful gift 
of sex, God has given certain 
rules or commandments. Let us 

consider some of them.
Rule #1: Avoid fornication

Fornication is voluntary sexual 
intercourse between an unmarried 
man and an unmarried woman. This 
sin has disastrous consequences. The 
Bible says,

“…the body is not for fornication, but 
for the Lord …Flee fornication. …He 
that commits fornication sins against 
his own body” (1 Corinthians 6:13, 18).
Rule #2: Do not cause others to sin

The Bible says that it is a sin for a man 
to lust after a woman in his heart. It is 
likewise a sin on the part of a woman to 
deliberately dress and act in a way so as 
to cause a man to lust. Some girls dress 
and act in such ways as to cause young 

men to lust after them. They say, “That 
is their problem,” but one day girls who 
do this will have to answer to God for 
causing others to sin.
Rule #3: Do not let others cause you 
to sin

Jesus said, “Whoever commits sin is 
the slave of sin” (John 8:34). Some who 
have gone into sexual immorality take 
pleasure in dragging others down to 
their level. They talk about being “free” 
to do what they want to do, while all the 
time they are in bondage to their sins. 
The Bible says, “While they promise 
others liberty, they themselves are the 
slaves of sin...” (2 Peter 2:19).
Rule #4: Avoid abnormal sexual desire

Any deviation from the normal man-
woman sexual relationship is a misuse 
and abuse of the sexual nature which 
God implanted in us. In His Word, God 

says,
“If a man lies with a 

male as he lies with a 
woman, both of them 
have committed an 
abomination [sin]...” 
(Leviticus 20:13).

The Bible says 
that God destroyed 
the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah 
because of their 
widespread practice of 
homosexuality. God’s 
Word says that this is a 
warning to all that live 
ungodly. (See 2 Peter 
2:6.)
Rule #5: Do not tease

Teasing is arousing 
sexual desires in 
another person which 
you cannot legitimately 
fulfill. We are not 
to “light the fires of 
passion” in another 
person. This is sin in 

God’s sight.
Rule #6: Keep yourself pure

This means that you are to avoid all 
sexual immorality. There is no greater 
gift you can give to your future husband 
or wife when you marry than the gift of 
purity. This applies to the fellows as well 
as the girls.
Rule #7: Do Not give or take that 
which one day may rightfully belong 
to another.

One thing that is so wrong about 
fornication is that those who engage in 
it are giving or taking that which one 
day may rightfully belong to someone 
else. The guy who gives up his purity is 
taking from his future wife that which 
rightfully belongs to her. The girl who 
gives up her purity is taking from her 
future husband that which rightfully 

belongs to him. Their partners are 
likewise guilty. God will judge those 
who do this. The Bible says,

“That no man go beyond and defraud 
his brother in any matter: because the 
Lord is the avenger of all such…” (1 
Thessalonians 4:6).
Rule #8: Avoid things which stir up 
lust

The Bible warns against the dangers 
of stimulating the sex drive outside 
of marriage. The Bible says, “Flee also 
youthful lusts…” (2 Timothy 2:22). The 
way to “flee youthful lusts” is to turn 
totally away from anything that leads to 
lust. Lust may look harmless, but it is a 
deadly enemy.

Suppose a fellow has a date tonight. 
Before going out he reads a magazine 
which is designed to produce lust. He 
looks at pictures which stimulate his 
sexual desire. He listens to music which 
has both words and beat which produce 
lust. He picks up his girl to go to a movie. 
Guess what movie they attend—one 
full of lust, designed to stir up sexual 
passions. Is he “fleeing youthful lusts”? 
No, he is promoting them.

After the movie they park in a 
secluded place. Both have already 
been aroused by what they have seen 
and heard. They engage in petting and 
before long they are having sex. Should 
they be surprised when this happens? 
No, they should not. It is the logical 
outcome of all that went before.

The Bible says,
“Can a man take fire in his bosom, 

and his clothes not be burned? Can one 
go upon hot coals, and his feet not be 
burned?” (Proverbs 6:27-28).

Just as you cannot walk on fiery 
coals and not be burned, so you cannot 
continually seek and submit to sexual 
stimulation without sinning. 

Courtesy: TMC teen lessons
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Are you Creating an atmosphere for 
the Holy Spirit to Move

By David Santistevan

When it comes to worship, 
we are obsessive about the 
atmosphere.

The pad creates an atmosphere. The 
guitar swells create an atmosphere. Every 
intro, transition and altar call is about the 
atmosphere it provides.

But the tension happens when the 
planning of the atmosphere doesn’t leave 
space for what the Holy Spirit wants to 
do. Of course, God can [and does] work 
through Spirit-led, intentional, well-
researched, well thought-out planning.

The time and energy you invest in 
staying ahead and well-planned is never 
in vain. However, how do we plan and 

create an atmosphere where the Holy 
Spirit can operate?

I don’t know about you, but I want more 
than manmade plans. I’m hungry for 
more than just being awed by incredible 
talent on stage. I’m not interested in just 
being moved by a charismatic speaker. 
I want the Holy Spirit. I need the Holy 
Spirit. We need the Holy Spirit.

I definitely don’t want to be in the 
business of getting in the Spirit’s way. 
Or drawing too much attention to 
myself. I don’t want to create a fan club 
of churchgoers while the Spirit watches 
from a distance.

What about you?
You’ve heard the saying, “Plan like it 

all depends on you and pray like it all 
depends on God?” Well, I believe we 
should pray and plan like it all depends on 
God. Because for anything supernatural 
to happen, we need the Holy Spirit. So 
our planning should be prayer.

But that doesn’t condone lazy planning. 
It should inspire a wide-eyed, expectant, 
edge-of-your-seat adventure of a plan 
where the Holy Spirit is at the center.

The Comforter, the Counselor is here. 
The one who can make all the difference. 
Let’s stand at attention.
3 Ways to Give God Room in a Service

So how do we plan in a way that allows 
unplanned encounters? I can think of 
three simple strategies:

1. Be Patient: I’m always frustrated by 
worship teams that rush through songs. 
But there’s the opposite team that seems 
to constantly linger in no-man’s land. 
Sometimes you just need to sing a song 
and move on. Knowing how to balance 
songs and spontaneous, patient flow is an 
important skill for any worship team.

Here’s what I advise—be patient. Don’t 
be in a hurry to finish. It’s like being at 
the Grand Canyon. When you’re there, 
you don’t want to hurry up so you can get 
back to playing Super Mario Run on your 
phone. You wait. You linger. You stare. 
You drink it in. We need more of this in 
our worship.

2. Spotlight the Word: The Holy Spirit 
doesn’t speak apart from the Word of 
God. Many of us squint our eyes, linger 
for hours and strive for days to hear the 
voice of God on an issue. I’m not here 
to debate the audible voice of God and 
whether it’s legitimate. That’s another 
discussion. I will say this: God has 
spoken in His Word. And our obedience 
to His Word should keep us busy enough, 
rather than stressing about things that 
may not matter. In your service, spotlight 
the Word. The closer you are to the Word, 
the closer you are to the Spirit.

3. Create Space for Engagement: Many 
churches plan services where worship 
leaders and pastors are the performers 
and the church is the audience. It’s more 
like America’s Got Talent than church. 
But for people to experience the moving 
of the Holy Spirit, they need to enter in—
sing, worship, declare, engage. In your 
planning and in your spontaneous, give 
your congregation some responsibility. 
Challenge them to step out.

I’d love to hear from you.
How do you balance tight plans and 

spontaneous encounters? How do you 
give space for the Holy Spirit to move? 

David Santistevan is a worship pastor 
at Allison Park Church in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.
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Sarah Pulliam Bailey 

Prominent evangelist Franklin 
Graham says he finds it “very 
disturbing” that immigration 

authorities have arrested many Iraqi 
Christians for possible deportation. 
President Trump promised earlier this 
year he would prioritize persecuted 
Christians, but many international 
religious freedom advocates say 
deporting these Christians back to 
Iraq could put them in serious danger.

Graham, who has been supportive 

of Trump and his travel ban, urged 
the president to have someone 
investigate the cases where dozens 
of Iraqi nationals were swept up in 
immigration raids in Michigan and 
Tennessee.

The arrests came after a deal the 
United States made with Iraq, which 
sought to be removed from Trump’s 
travel ban, as originally proposed, 
on seven Muslim-majority countries 
and agreed to accept deported Iraqis. 
Immigration authorities said all of 

the Iraqi nationals who were arrested 
had criminal convictions.

“I understand a policy of deporting 
people who are here illegally and 
have broken the law,” Graham wrote 
on Facebook on Friday. “I don’t 
know all of the details, but I would 
encourage our president to give great 
consideration to the threat to lives of 
Christians in countries like Iraq.”

A spokesman for Graham said he 
is traveling and unable to comment 
further.

Graham, son of famed evangelist 
Billy Graham, is president of the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association and 
Samaritan’s Purse. Though he didn’t 
formally endorse Trump during the 
campaign, he read from Scripture 
at the inauguration and said after 
the Trump’s win that “God’s hand 
intervened” in the election.

Last month, Graham joined 
several other religious leaders to 
watch Trump announce an executive 
order on religious freedom, saying 
the president gave him and other 
evangelical leaders a tour of his 
private quarters in the White House. 
Vice President Pence headlined 
Graham’s recent World Summit in 
Defense of Persecuted Christians 

to highlight the plight of Christians 
around the world.

With 5.7 million fans on Facebook, 
Graham has regularly praised the 
president and his policies, including 
the proposed travel ban.

“Taking action to secure our 
borders had to start somewhere,” 
Graham wrote. “Is it perfect? Maybe 
not, but it is a first step. … I believe 
the best way to help is to reach out 
and help these people in their own 
countries.”

Graham is also known for making 
other controversial remarks about 
Islam, LGBT issues and climate 
change. After men reportedly shouted 
“this is for Allah,” during recent 
attacks in London, Graham wrote, 
“The threat of Islam is dangerous.”

After Trump pulled out of the Paris 
climate agreement, Graham wrote, 
“God gave us the earth to use, and we 
are called to be good stewards of it 
and use it wisely.”

Other evangelical leaders have 
spoken out, including the president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
policy arm Russell Moore and Lynne 
Hybels, co-founder of Chicago-area 
megachurch Willow Creek.

World News

Evangelist Franklin Graham calls rounding up 
Iraqi Christians for deportation ‘very disturbing’

Baby Miraculously Survives London Fire by Being 
Thrown from 10 Stories and Caught 

Franklin Graham speaks to Madison, Wis. on June 15, 2016. (DeMoss Group) 

Photo: A hose continues to douse the fire at Grenfell Tower on June 15, 2017 in London, 
England. At least 17 people have been confirmed dead and dozens missing, after the 24 
storey residential Grenfell Tower block in Latimer Road was engulfed in flames in the 

early hours of June 14. Photo courtesy: Dan Kitwood/Getty Images

Veronica Neffinger

A massive fire has devastated 
London’s Grenfell Tower, a 
24-story apartment complex. 

At least 17 people have died in the 
blaze, reports the New York Times, and 
about 70 others were injured.

Witnesses standing outside the 
building shared a miraculous event that 
occurred when a baby was tossed from 
10 stories up into the waiting arms of a 
man down below. The baby was caught 
and survived the fire and the drop.

LifeNews.com reports that a woman 
who was trapped in the building 
motioned that she wanted to save her 
child by throwing the baby out the 
window to those waiting in the crowd 
below.

Witness Samira Lamrani recalled, 

“People were starting to appear at 
the windows, frantically banging 
and screaming. The windows were 
slightly ajar, a woman was gesturing 
that she was about to throw her baby 
and if somebody could catch her 
baby. Somebody did, a gentleman ran 
forward and managed to grab the baby.”

Another witness reported a similar 
miraculous rescue when a child around 
five years old was thrown from the 
fourth or fifth story of the building and 
was caught by someone below.

“There were people just throwing 
their kids out saying ‘Save my children,’” 
said Tamara, a local London resident.

Authorities have not released 
information about how the fire began, 
but some reports say that it was started 
by a malfunctioning refrigerator.
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By Leah MarieannKlett 

The family of a six-year-old Iraqi 
Christian girl who was abducted 
by the Islamic State three years 

ago has thanked God for answering 
their prayers after the little girl was 
returned home last month. 

Christina Abada, who was abducted 
by ISIS in 2014, was welcomed home 
on June 9 after being liberated by Iraqi 
Special Forces.

“The best day of my life is the day 
when Christina came back,” said her 
mother, Aida Nuh.

On Twitter, local journalist Steven 
Nabil translated Christina’s mother as 
saying she thanked Jesus and God for 
her daughter’s safe return and said she 
was “happy people prayed for them.”

“It is a very happy moment; 
everybody is dancing and clapping and 
singing,” one Christian woman told a 
World Watch Monitor contact from the 
Ashti refugee camp, near Erbil, where 
her parents have lived for the past two 
years.

“She looks OK, quite healthy. I believe 
she must have been in the house of a 
family who took good care of her. She 
was even wearing gold earrings, so it 
must have been a wealthy family,” she 
added.

However, the woman notes 
that Christina seemed to be in 
“shock”:”Everybody is asking questions 
and speaking to her, but she does not 

say anything back, really,” 
she said. “She also seems 
to be overwhelmed by 
the huge crowd of people 
welcoming her.”

Christina’s blind father, 
KhaderTouma, expressed 
belief that his daughter 
will soon readjust to 
her surroundings: “She 
stayed three years with the 
terrorists. Of course she 
forgot who her mother is, 
who her father is, that we 
are her family, but she will 
learn again.”

Today, Christina lives 
with her family in a mobile 
home for displaced people 
in Ankawa, a Christian 
suburb of the Kurdish 
capital Erbil, east of Mosul.

“I’m with mum and dad,” 
the little girl said.

Christina was among thousands of 
Christians abducted by ISIS after the 
terror group overtook Qaraqosh in the 
Nineveh Plains. At the time, the little 
girl’s parents feared they would never 
see her again.

“My biggest joy would be when my 
child, Christina, would return to us,” 
Ayda told persecution watchdog Open 
Doors in 2015 .

A year later, in September 2016, Ayda 
said: “part of our heart is missing”.

“I fear my Christine grows older 
without me, that I will never see her 
again,” she added.

Iraqi forces pushed the group out 
of Qaraqosh in October, part of a six-
month offensive to retake Mosul.

An April report from the Telegraph 
details the devastation Christians 
encountered upon returning home: 
“The initial jubilation at Isil’s defeat 
was short-lived. Families returning to 
celebrate after more than two years in 
exile were shocked by what they found,” 
it reads “Almost every house was either 

burned or looted. Churches had been 
ransacked and anything the Islamists 
considered idolatrous desecrated. Five 
months later and Qaraqosh remains 
a ghost town. Just one food stall has 
reopened on what had once been its 
busiest thoroughfare.”

Nevertheless, Reuters reports that 
Christians are slowly trickling back 
to the ransacked town. Many are 
simultaneously “beset by anxiety for 
their security” and “hopeful they can 
live in friendship with Muslims of all 
persuasions,” says the outlet.

World News
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Iraqi Christian Family Thanks Jesus After 6 Y/O 
Daughter Returns from ISIS Captivity 

Iraqi Christina EzzoAbada, a former hostage of Islamic State militants for three years, sits next to her sister 
inside a cramped home at a refugee camp in Erbil, Iraq June 10, 2017. REUTERS/Erik De Castro
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By Samuel Smith , CP Reporter

Fox News’ Holly McKay has reported 
that barbaric IS (also known as ISIS, 
ISIL or Daesh) militants had used the 

Syrian Orthodox Church of St. Ephraim in 
eastern Mosul to not only store documents 
from the different departments within the 
extremist organization but to also hold and 
abuse innocent Yazidi women and children.

McKay, who visited what was once one 
of the largest churches in Mosul, explained 
that even though the church had been lib-
erated months ago by Iraqi-led coalition 
forces in their effort to retake Iraq’s sec-
ond-largest city, there still remains the evi-
dence of the Yazidi girls’ captivity inside the 
house of worship.

McKay wrote that she found pieces of 

pink and yellow underwear and flower 
headbands that once belonged to Yazidi 
girls lying on the floor of the church base-
ment.

As it has been widely reported that IS mil-
itants took thousands of religious minority 
girls hostage and sold and traded them to 
each other as sex slaves, Iraqi officials told 
McKay that as many as 200 different Yazi-
di girls and children were housed in the 
Church of St. Ephraim at some point.

“We found documents where they ques-
tioned them about their age, whether mar-
ried or single, virgin or not, period or not,” 
Iraqi Forces 1st Lt. WaseemNenwaya told 
Fox News.

Although McKay reports that the Church 
of St. Ephraim was liberated months ago, 

that was not before IS turned the church 
into a “mosque of the mujahideen.” Muja-
hideen is the arabic word that is the plural 
version of jihadi.

IS conquered Mosul and areas in the 
Nineveh Plains in the summer of 2014 and 
maintained control of Mosul until the Iraqi-
led coalition began its liberation efforts of 
Mosul last October. After pushing IS forces 
out of eastern Mosul, the U.S.-backed co-
alition began its efforts to push the terror 
group out of western Mosul in February.

Earlier last month, Iraqi forces announced 
that they pushed IS out of the district just 
north of Mosul’s historic center. Now, the 
territory IS holds in Mosul is down to just 
two districts along the western banks of the 
Tigris river, Reuters reports.

But on the one-year anniversary of the 

group’s capture of Mosul in June 2015, IS 
posted notices in the streets of Mosul an-
nouncing that it was turning the church in 
the “mosque of the mujahideen.” Accord-

ing to Newsweek, it was meant to be a place 
where jihadis and IS supporters could prac-
tice IS’ version of Sunni Islam.

The militants ripped the cross off of the 
dome of the church and removed other re-
ligious symbols and furniture. The militants 
replaced the cross with the black and white 
IS logo.

A report released in May by PLOS Med-
icine, a peer-reviewed journal published by 
the nonprofit publisher Public Library of 
Science, estimates that nearly 10,000 Yazidis 
were killed and about 6,800 were enslaved 
when IS took over their homes in the Sinjar 
region in August 2014.

While it has been reported that IS en-
slaved Yazidi women and girls and brain-
washed young Yazidi boys into becoming 
jihadis or suicide bombers, the militants 
also displayed no mercy while carrying out 
some of the most egregious abuses of hu-
man rights on the Yazidi people.

McKay reports that Yazidi leaders showed 
photographs of jihadis burning babies to 
death on a slab of sheet metal. Other pho-
tos showed dead bodies side by side as they 
were engulfed in flames.

Last month, it was reported that 19 Yazi-
di girls were burned alive inside of an iron 
cage by IS simply because they refused to 
have sex with the jihadis.

“The 19 girls were burned to death, while 
hundreds of people were watching,” one 
witness told ARA News. “Nobody could 
do anything to save them from the brutal 
punishment.”

World News

ISIS Used Mosul Church as Site to Rape 
and Imprison 200 Girls, Gov’t Official Says

North Korea: Elderly Man Arrested and Beaten 
for Visiting Chinese Christians

(Photo: Reuters/Jala)Yazidi women targeted by ISIS in this undated photo.

By Veronica Neffinger

An elderly man from North 
Korea has been beaten after 
he returned from visiting 

Christian relatives in China, reports 
Christian Today.

Sixty-one-year-old Kim Seung-
mo was reportedly arrested three 

days after returning to North Korea 
from visiting family in China. He had 
told his neighbors about visiting his 
relatives and had even revealed that 
they attended a Christian church. The 
neighbors apparently reported Kim to 
the authorities.

 “All North Korean travelers returning 
from China are required to report 
their whereabouts and details about 
their activities,” explained a source 
who asked to remain anonymous. “In 
Kim’s case, he was arrested on charges 
of spying because he did not report the 
fact that his relatives are churchgoers 
and that the church pastor helped him,” 
the source continued.

Kim was reportedly tied with rope 
and beaten. “I witnessed him being 
dragged by state security officials in 
front of Wiyon train station,” said the 
source.

Kim suffered black eyes, a leg injury, 
and various bruises and scrapes. The 
Ministry of State Security, the police 
force of North Korea’s dictator Kim 
Jong Un, is known to be ruthless.

North Korea is the number one 
country on Open Doors’ 2017 World 
Watch List of countries where Christian 
persecution is most severe.

... It was reported 
that 19 Yazidi girls 
were burned alive 

inside of an iron 
cage by IS simply 

because they 
refused to have sex 

with the jihadis.
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KNOW YOUR bIblE – KNOW THE ATTRIbUTES/QUAlITIES OF gOD

According to the Bible, our Lord Jesus Christ has several names, 
titles and descriptions. From the word grill above, find 30 of these. 
They are hidden diagonally, horizontally, vertically, backwards, 
upwards and downwards. The answers will be published in the 
next month’s issue.

 LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS
1.   Joshua 2. Adon-Bezek 3. Caleb 4. Othniel 5. Moses 
6. Anak 7. Joseph 8. Manasseh 9. Ephraim 10. Zebulun 
11. Asher 12. Naphtali 13. Nun 14. Ehud 15. Shamgar 
16. Anath 17. Kenaz 18. Gera 19. Eglon 20. Jabin
21. Lappidoth 22. Barak 23. Abinoam 24. Sisera 
25. Heber 26. Hobab 27. Dan 28. Benjamin 29. Reuben 
30. Issachar

ACROSS 

1. Once a week.

6. Having a continuous pain.

7. In front of.

9. A section built outside a 

large building.

11. An amusing incident.

13. The number of moral laws 

given by God to Moses.

14. Opposite direction of 

North.

16. Contraction of I am.

17. A river in Ethiopia with its 

source in Kenya.

20. An equal score in a game.

21. A group of lines forming 

a subdivision of a song or 

poem.

23. Not yes.

24. Opposite Direction in short.

DOWN
2.  Deceives as a joke.
3.  The ancient Hebrew name of God.
4.  To join together.
5.  I’ve written most books in the New
 Testament and was once a prosecutor
 of the church of Jesus Christ.
8.  Organs for hearing.
10. Not out.
12. Kenya Operatives Network in
 abbreviation.
13. Abbreviation of Teachers Training
 College.
15. To fill with great surprise or wonder.
16. A low female singing voice.
18. A piece of land enclosed by fence.
19. The prophet who gave King David a
 choice of punishments from the Lord
 after making a census.
22. Towards.

        

Leisure

BIBLE GRILL LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS

ACROSS: 
1. Palate 4. Ego 6. Am 7. Laces  9. Pie 
10. Kite 12. Ago 13. Either 15. Yet 
18. Sky 19. Samuel 21. LE 22. Pea

DOWN:
1. Palace 2. Lack 3. Test
4. Employ 5. Open 8. Eight
11. Ear 14. Ink 16. Tale
17. Amen 18. Sap 19. Sea 20. Eli

It’s important to know the way God works 
in our lives. This is what can make us 
grow and mature in our Christian walk 
as we continue serving God.
1. This is applied on God when referring 

to his absolute reliability, firm 
constancy and complete freedom 
from arbitration. It shows his 
steadfast love toward his people. 
God is constant and true in contrast 
to all that is not God: - (Psalm 71:9- 
18).

2. He is known as the “Creator of the 
universe” also the heavenly lights.
He is the creator of the human rave. 
Referred as the one who beget and 
takes care of his spiritual children :- 
(Romans 8:15).

3. This indicates that the universe and 
all that is in it has a beginning and 
came to existence through the will of 
eternal God. Essential significance is 
that heaven and the earth is authored 
by him: - (Genesis 1:1).

4. It shows the weight or worthiness 
that is in him. It is His fullness in 
every place as a person, deity and 
majesty. This shows that his capacity 
is beyond measure and at times 
inscribable: - (Exodus 40:34- 35).

5. Here it is applied in the morality 
and regarded as His central 
ethical character. This contains the 
sacredness and purity that is in him. 
This means, He is pure, separate 

from evil and his intimate association 
with worship: - (Leviticus 11:44-45).

6. This comes out mainly as the nature of 
God. It is the heart of Christianity and 
essential to man’s relation with Him. 
It has found its supreme expression 
with self-sacrifice on Calvary. This 
harmonizes all other attributes: - 
(John 3:16).

7. This is whereby God fills the universe, 
everywhere at once. He is not 
separate but as a whole and in 
every place. This is true of all three 
members of Trinity: - (John 14:9-11).

8. It is where God is described as one 
who has the ability to do whatever 
He wills. His will is limited to his 
nature therefore, cannot do anything 
contrary to his nature, like to ignore 
sin. God is not controlled by his 
power but has complete control over 
it: - (Jeremiah 32:17).

9. This shows that God perfectly and 
eternally knows all things that can 
be known – past, present and future. 
God knows how best to attain to his 
desired ends: - (Psalm 147:5).

10. This is a determinant treatment 
of how God is to us, for our sinful 
nature. It is clearly shown and fully 
supported when he gave his beloved 
son who died on our stead. Jesus 
came in and was willingly made the 
sacrificial lamb: - (Nehemiah 9: 31).

11. God offered this to mankind on 
condition of repentance and the 
willingness to make reparation or 
atonement. This came when his 
son was made a party to restore the 
former state of relationship between 
God and man: - (Colossians 1:13- 
14).

12. This is where God is always acting 
right in relation to his people, where 
its about maintaining this. His actions 
are in accordance to the terms of 
the covenant that he has graciously 
made with them. This is both in 
judgement and deliverance: - (Isaiah 
46:12-13).

13. It is used pre-eminently of God 
himself and without qualification; it 
can truly be used on the Lord alone. 
This also, the Father shares with the 
Son whom they are in deity together. 
It’s an experience in this present age 
only as a foretaste of its fullness to 
be revealed and experienced in the 
age to come: - (Hebrews 10:1).

14. This is the costly action which God 
had on behalf of his people. The 
basic meaning is to release or bring 
freedom through payment of a price, 
thus deliverance by a costly method. 
This indicates that mercy required 
his Almighty power and involved the 
greatest possible depth of suffering: - 
(Exodus 6:6).

15. It signifies the kindness of God to 

man showing that this, man did not 
deserve it. It is underserved favour 
through which sinners received in 
Christ Jesus. It is an instrument 
through which God effected his 
salvation to all believers. In this, 
salvation was effected to all believers 
and one is able to persevere in the 
Christian life or walk: - (Acts 11:23).

16. This is the basic assumption of all 
scripture which means it is nothing 
short of “The Universal Sovereign 
rule of God”. His works in this are 
most holy, wise and powerful while 
preserving and governing all his 
creation and all his actions. Divinely, 
this outworks all the decrees: - 
(Ephesians 1:11-12).

1. Isaiah
2. Shemaiah
3. Elijah
4. Nathan
5. Joel
6. Ahijah
7. Amos
8. Malachi
9. Ezekiel
10. Agabus
11. Jonah
12. Elisha
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By Jessilyn Justice

Some media outlets believe 
LysaTerkeurst, the founder of women’s 
ministry Proverbs 31 Ministries, 

should step down after announcing the end 
of her marriage.

“If LysaTerkeurst were a man heading up 
a ministry such as hers, everybody would 
be calling for him to resign. The same 
should go for women heading up such 

ministries, especially one leading a minis-
try such as Proverbs 31,” Black Christian 
News (BCNN1) editors said.

Terkeurst announced the end of her 25-
year marriage a few weeks ago. She claims 
her husband, Art, abused substances, com-
mitted infidelity and strayed from the truth.

Since then, the prominent women’s lead-
er has remained largely silent, allowing her 
blog post to speak for her. She told followers 

she would take a season off from Proverbs 
31, but was not leaving.

The announcement sparked both sup-
port and outrage. “Lysa, we recommend 
that you let someone like Lois Evans, the 
wife of Tony Evans, or Nancy DeMoss Wol-
gemuth take over Proverbs 31 Ministries at 
least temporarily. No one is condemning 
you, but you need to admit that you were 
not perfect in your marriage either, and we 
urge you to reconcile with your husband. 
As you stated in your blog post, you ‘al-
ways encouraged women to fight for their 
marriages and to do everything possible to 
save them when they come under threat.’ 
We urge you to do the same,” the BCNN1 
editors wrote.

“As the reason for continuing your min-
istry, you stated that you were determined 
“not to let darkness win.” Well, the way you 
do that is by not letting darkness win over 
your family by reconciling with your hus-
band and getting your family back togeth-
er,” they concluded.

Supporters, however, praise Terkeurst’s 
vulnerability and honesty in such a difficult 
time.

Among them is the ex-wife of SaeedAbe-
dini, whom Iranian prison guards tortured 
for years behind bears.

“I am so sorry. It was the condition of 
my marriage and no amount of submission 
and love could save our marriage. It was a 
true revelation from God that we are not to 
submit to corruption and abuse and we are 

to draw firm boundaries/separation hoping 
that this would end in the repentance of 
our spouse. This is love in another form. 1 
Corinthians 5:9-13. I will be praying for this 
very painful time for Lysa and her family as 
our family had to walk through it. God is 
faithful and He uses our suffering to draw 
use closer to Him and have us pay attention 
to His Word ever so closely,” Naghmeh-
Panahi says.

Inspirational blogger and author Carol 
McLeod wrote: “I am praying for you, dear 
Lysa. We have met several times at speak-
ing events and at AWSA [Advanced Writers 
and Speakers Association]. You have always 
been so genuine and sincere in our meet-
ings. Your books have greatly impacted 
not only me but my daughters as well. I am 
praying for your heart and for the hearts of 
your family. You have a good, good Father 
and I know that He is hovering over your 
life today ... it’s what He does best! He is al-
ways near to the brokenhearted.”

Author Jefferson Bethkesays: “Lysa, thank 
you so much for your courage and bravery 
and vulnerability in sharing this. Alyssa and 
I both just prayed for you a few minutes ago. 
Standing with you and your family through 
this time. Praying for refreshment from the 
Spirit, an abundance of grace and His pres-
ence would be felt in a near and special way. 
Thank you for all you’ve done in all of our 
lives and led in grace and transparency and 
pointed us to Jesus.”

LysaTerkeurst, head of Proverbs 31 Ministries, recently announced the end of her marriage. 
(LysaTerkeurst/Facebook) 
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of Proverbs 31 Ministries to Step 
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