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By Christian Times reproter

The just concluded politi-
cal parties’ primary has left 
many Kenyans with some 

hard questions to grapple with. The 
nominations saw the political heavy 
weights sent parking as new leaders 
were elected in their replacement. 

In some counties the voters did an 
overhaul by sending all their leaders 
parking as they replaced them with 
new ones. 

For instance, In Nandi County out 
of 27 Members of County Assem-
bly (MCA), only four survived the 
wrath of the voters. The rest 23 to-
gether with the governor were not 
re-elected. In Naivasha constituency, 
it was reported that all the incumbent 
leaders including the Member of Par-
liament together with all the MCAs 
were not re-elected. 

The same pattern repeated itself 
in Kiambu, Nyeri, Embu, Nairobi 
and many other parts of the country 
where nominations took place. 

It was apparent clear that the or-
dinary Kenyans were in a mission 
to hire those they think would serve 
them better as they fired those who 
failed them in the last four years.  

What informed the voters action 
was – service delivery. Most citizens 
were unhappy with the service of-
fered to them and as a result sought 
for an alternative.  

It appears that most leaders who 
contest for various positions don’t 
understand what leadership really 
means. Most of them upon clinching 
to the power forget the electorates 
who put them to the power and start 
serving themselves, and thus loosing 
touch with the electorates. 

In the early church, (Acts 6) the 

people were not happy because they 
were not well served. This resulted 
in complains because some of them 
were neglected in the distribution of 
food; based on their ethnic grouping. 
The Hebraic Jews neglected the Gre-
cians Jews in the distribution of food. 
The complain nearly brought the 
ministry of the church to a halt. Upon 
learning of the problem, the leaders 
opted for an election to replace the 
bad leaders with the good ones. 

But before they did an election the 
apostles asked the congregants to pro-
pose people who met certain qualifi-
cations, “Men full of the Holy Spirit 
and wisdom.” The proposal pleased 
the congregants and as a result, they 
choose leaders among them Stephen. 
The seven men served the people well 
and the complain was over.

Servant leadership is all about ser-
vice delivery. It is the ability to have 
concern for the people (Love), identi-
fy their needs (wisdom) and willing-
ness to come into their level to serve 
them (Humility).

The three qualities namely; Love, 
wisdom, and humility is what is lack-
ing in most of our leaders – and thus 
the result is poor service delivery.

a). Love for the people – Based on 

the service offered it is possible to tell 
a leader who loves the people and 
the who doesn’t. A leader who values 
people will offer them quality service 
and vice versa – because his actions 
are driven by what he believes. While 
love for the people motivates a ser-
vant leader to offer quality service, 
love for self motivates one to with-
hold service from the people to serve 
self.    

When you hear resources allocated 
to benefit people diverted to benefit a 
leader, it means he doesn’t love peo-
ple. His motivation for being a leader 
is not to serve, and if he does he serves 
himself. Such a leader will loot public 
resources for selfish gain, offer sub-
standard service in the hope to save 
some money for himself. In the last 
four years you would hear over pric-
ing of government and County gov-
ernment projects. For instance, a gate 
of an institution costing the County 
government 7 million, yet there is no 
fence, a wheelbarrow costing over a 
hundred thousand, and diverting re-
sources from reaching the intended 
destination. Such a leader shows he 
has no concern for the people and 
therefore is unfit to lead. 

b). Wisdom – If a leader loves the 
people he will seek to find out what 
ails them. He will spend time looking 
the needs of the people he leads mo-
tivated by love and this investigation 
will equip him with the knowledge 
needed to address people’s problems. 
In other words his service will meet 
the needs because he is serving from 
an informed position. 

 Regrettably, most elected leaders 
don’t know the needs of the people 
and therefore can’t serve them well. 

Much resource is lost doing projects 
that are not people’s need driven; be-
cause the leader is not in touch with 
what ails them. In the last four years 
we’ve heard of leaders doing a dupli-
cate projects as they compete with one 
another because they are not serving 
from an informed position. 

If the MCA drill a borehole, the MP 
wants to do a similar project to outdo 
the other leader. In doing so resourc-
es are wasted, while people remain 
not served. Such leaders show that 
they’ve not taken time to learn the 
people they’re representing needs.

c). Humility – If a leader is driven 
by love for the people to find out what 
ails them, he will not find it difficult to 
get out of his place of comfort to go to 
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 Servant leadership is all 
about service delivery. 
It is the ability to have 
concern for the people 

(Love), identify their needs 
(wisdom) and willingness 
to come into their level to 

serve them (Humility).

 Voters queuing for the recent concluded parties nomination 
photo/social media
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By Christian Times reporter 

A research findings and publica-
tion on Daily nation newspa-
per on 18th of April 2017 issue 

is raising concern. The headline of the 
newspaper read, “Survey of more than 
2,000 teens discovers they reject cur-
rent family education as ‘moralistic’ 
and ‘fear based’. Some, between 15 and 
19 are already having sex anyway, so 
abstinence is moot point. 

According to the survey the research 
was done in three counties in Kenya 
namely; Nairobi, Mombasa and Homabay. 

Researcher from the Guttmacher and 
Africa population and health research 
centre interviewed 2,484 teenagers for 
the study, titled from paper to practice: 
Sexuality Education Policies and Their 
Implementation in Kenya. 

One of the research method engaged 
was to find out how many teens know 
about the contraceptives as well as how 
to use them. The results were, “Only 
two out of every 10 interviewed said 
they knew anything about contracep-
tive methods; only one out of 10 said 
they knew how to use contraceptives, 
and less than two out of 10 said they 
knew where to find them.” 

The report further cited other anon-
ymous research findings that claimed 
62% of girls and 81% of boys aged 15-19 
know where to get condoms, but only 
49% and 58% respectively have compre-
hensive knowledge of HIV and Aids.

The researcher further said, “Respon-
dents said the current sexuality educa-
tion curriculum is ‘highly moralistic’ 
and fear based as it only preaches ab-
stinence.” The survey also claimed that 

the church and parliament have been 
generally opposed to the inclusion of 

topics related to contraceptives in sex 
education because such information, 
they say, could encourage teenage sex.

The research also cited the Ministry 
of Health statistics that shows 20% of 
the youths aged between 15-25 confess-
ing having sex before the age of 15. 

But who is Guttmacher and Africa 
population and health research Centre? 
If you go to the online and google you’ll 
be surprised. “We—more than 260 re-
searchers, advocates, policymakers and 
donors—commit ourselves and call on 
others to build, share and act on the ev-
idence. Furthermore, remaining gaps 
in evidence must be filled. Our agenda 

for research and action in Africa going 
forward will focus on:
•	Holding African governments ac-

countable to prioritize the elimina-
tion of unsafe abortion in the next 
decade through:
o Honoring existing human rights 

treaties and regional agreements, 
including the Addis Ababa Decla-
ration on Population and Develop-
ment in Africa Beyond 2014 and the 
Maputo Plan of Action 2016–2030, 
both of which call on countries to 
ensure access to safe abortion to the 
extent allowed by national laws and 
policies

o Reforming restrictive abortion laws 
and outdated policies and aligning 
them with the provisions in Article 
14 (2)(c) of the Maputo Protocol

o Ensuring that all women, regard-
less of age, marital status, ethnicity, 
economic circumstances or geo-
graphic location have full access to 
high-quality abortion and contra-
ceptive care.

o Committing national resources 
for abortion care and providing all 
women with information, counsel-
ing and the full range of modern 
contraceptive methods

o Supporting the work of civil society 
to expand safe abortion access

•	Expanding the evidence base to in-
form better policies and programs, 
particularly in countries with restric-

tive abortion laws and high rates of un-
safe abortion, but also in countries that 
have liberalized their abortion laws. 
Remaining research gaps include:
o Conducting national-level studies 

of abortion incidence, safety and 
morbidity, and health system costs 
of unsafe abortion, where such 
studies have not been done

o Understanding the root causes of 
abortion stigma and the social and 
economic barriers women face in 
accessing safe abortion

o Building the evidence that sup-
ports making abortion available to 
all women who need it, particular-
ly through the use of medication 
abortion

•	 Incorporating the voices of young 
women into policy reform, program 

design and conversations about their 
preferences and needs.

•	Ensuring wide dissemination of re-
search and promoting its utilization 
by policymakers, civil society orga-
nizations, health care providers and 
other stakeholders to facilitate pol-
icies that improve the quality and 
availability of safe abortion and treat-
ment of unsafe abortion complica-
tions.
Securing the resources and political 

commitment needed at the national 
level and within the regional and global 
community to build the evidence, share 
the findings and replicate programmat-
ic and policy successes.” (© Copyright 
2017 Guttmacher Institute ).

This just a tip of iceberg of who Gut-
tmacher is. The Christian Times have 
been following keenly attempt by in-
ternational Non-government organi-
sations to introduce children’s sex right 
curriculum in Kenya that includes pro-
viding contraceptives to children with 
the aim of creating market for their 
contraceptive products. 

In their endeavour to do this they 
term religion and African culture as 
the major impediment towards their 
progress. Already a bill is in East Africa 
Assembly seeking to enact legislations 
that will compel East Africa govern-
ment to legalize abortion. 

In as much we know that teen –age 
is a problematic stage in life that calls 
on all stakeholders of good will to join 
hands and mentor the younger gener-
ation to help them transit safely to the 
next stage of life, opportunists who 
want to exploit them are offering al-
ternatives that will not help them to 
become responsible adults in the life 
ahead of them. 

There are good curriculums avail-
able to guide every parent and teacher 
on how to mentor teens, however they 
are expensive. If the government would 
invest in making such curriculum are 
available to teens and their mentors; a 
society will be changed. 

I concur with Pastor Philip Kitoto, 
that morals are the foundation of a good 
society. Remember Christ words in John 
10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it in full.”     

News

the place of the need to serve where his 
service is greatly needed. Most of our 
leaders are seen closer to people while 
seeking their votes, but once elected 

they disappear. 
They want the privileges of being a 

leader, but not responsibilities. Jesus our 
role model of a servant leader demon-

strated this by leaving a place of honour 
to a place of a servanthood to wash his 
disciples’ feet. He showed that a service 
driven leader will not mind comfort as 

long as he’s serving God’s people. 
These qualities is what is lacking in 

our leaders – the reason most of them 
have been sent parking.   

The Inside Story of Guttmacher Researcher 
who Claims Kenya Teens want Condoms 

 Guttmacher Agenda 
includes: Ensuring 

that all women, have 
full access to high-

quality abortion and 
contraceptive care.
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How do you 
hold aspir-

ing Political 
leaders ac-
countable?

During the nomination cam-
paigns period that took place 
last month, I made the fol-

lowing observations. Most of the aspi-
rants branded their vehicles with their 
photos, had banners, posters and bill-
boards put at every strategic position. 
Then, they hired young people to go 
round the estates for road shows with 
loudspeakers drumming up support 
for them, but you’ll never see them.

You’ll hear something like, “Vote so 
and so…the people’s choice.” Yet, most 
of these aspirants are strangers to the 
people. They don’t know the needs of 
the people and even worst, they’ve not 
walked out to meet with the people to 
hear from them. I wondered; how do 
you hold such aspirants you’ve never 
met accountable?

I, even witnessed some sitting in 
their cars with tinted windows; peep-
ing through the window to see the citi-
zens, but were shy to come out to meet 
with them. I wondered, if a leader is 
shy to face the people he want to lead 
when he is in need of their votes, will 
he visit them once elected to be the 
honourable member? It downed on 
me that most aspirants are seeking po-
sitions, but not service to the people. 

A leader must lead from front, but 
not from behind. He must be able to 
identify with the people through inter-
actions so that he gets to know their 
needs in order to represent them well. 
If a leader is unavailable to meet with 
the people he purports to represent; 
it means he will not represent them, 
rather he will represent his needs. The 
results will be poor service delivery to 
the people in the coming five years.

It downed on me also that the reason 
we have poor service delivery is be-
cause we don’t interrogate leadership 
qualities in most of the aspirants who 
come to us seeking our votes. 

While cars branding, posters, ban-
ners and billboards are good means 
of advertisement; they should not be 
used to represent the presence of a 
leader. A leader presence must be felt 
within the people he wants to repre-
sent.

Christians Pray and 
Prey for Political Seats

By Benson Simiyu.

Christians in Kenya are literally 
pursuing the words of Proverbs 
29:2in a bid to dethrone bad po-

litical leadership. “When the righteous 
are in authority”, the Bible says, “the 
people rejoice, but when a wicked man 
rules, the people groan”. 

One of these is one James Kithinji 
Ithari (Pictured) a born again member 
and an Usher at the Deliverance Church 
Ruiru. James seeks to take ushering be-
yond the four walls of the Church by 
vying for a Member of the National As-
sembly (MCA) seat in Amwathi ward, 
Igembe North Constituency in Meru 
County. This does not mean however 
that he relies on ushering skills sharp-
ened in church service for his political 
aspirations. James has an impressive 
resume that includes a demonstrated 
consistency of 25 years of service as a 
records officer with Jamii Sacco Limited 
in addition to other experiences

His developmental agenda among 
other things are to drill water bore-
holes in every homestead, improve rural 
roads that are in very bad shape, deal 
with corruption and wrong awarding 
of tenders in the county assemblies and 
ensure that bursary fund and money 
allocated for the widows has reached 
the respective beneficiaries. Mr Kithinji 
also pledges to renovate classrooms es-
pecially in primary schools which are in 
dilapidated state by use of Constituen-
cy Development Fund. His other plans 
are to uplift the living standards of the 
youths, women and the Disabled by en-
suring that the funds allocated for them 
is benefiting them directly. 

James ‘s supporters have assured him 
that they are ready to dethrone the cur-
rent political leadership that is married 
with corruption, tribalism and nepo-
tism and replace it with honest, vision-

ary and development conscious leaders 
who have genuine interests in the wel-
fare of their people. They want to clean 
up the August house of the County Gov-
ernment by sending all the political ras-
cals home and pave way for a new dawn 
of God fearing leaders. 

James Kinthinji  went to Kathanga 
Primary School in Meru County then 
proceeded to Meru High School where 
he did his O’ Levels and A’ Levels. He 
joined Kenya School of Professional 
Studies for a certificate course in Re-
cords management and later joined 
Kenya Polytechnic (Now Technical Uni-
versity of Kenya) for a higher diploma 
in the same field. He joined Deliver-
ance Church Ruiru six years ago under 
the Spiritual leadership of Rev Benson 
Munyao who is the Senior Pastor. He is 
married to one wife; Josephine Katham-
bi and God has blessed them with three 
Children. 

Another person that is tired of bad 
leadership in the governorship of Kiam-
bu County is James Favor Ng’ang’a. He is 
a God fearing Visionary and hard work-
er who believes in the corrective power 
of the community for genuine and rel-
evant change. A passionate youth from 
Kiambu County, James has a hands on 
approach to development and capac-
ity building. His unshaken believe in 
the youth and women empowerment 
is founded on giving power back to the 
people. 

James prides in humble backgrounds, 
having been born at the Nazareth Mis-
sion Hospital in Riara, Limuru. James 
spent a better portion of his young life 
in the larger Kiambu, living in Ruthiru-
ini, Ruiru and Mundoro in Gatundu. At 
an early age, Ng’ang’a was absorbed in 
the spirit of every day hard work and 
toil in the coffee plantations at Tatu. 
He attended Tatu Primary School be-
fore proceeding to St. Joseph Githun-
guri Secondary School. He later joined 
Nyeri High School where he sat for 
the O’ Levels. At the coffee plantations 
James would interact with peasants and 
elite alike and would always be awed at 
the gapping difference between the two 
groupings. The cooperation between 
sweaty but cheerful peasants working in 
the colorful farms owned by the gusty 
elite was always a marvel, especially 
during the paydays.

Mr. James Ng’ang’a has a Bachelor of 
Commerce-Marketing Major Degree 
from The African Nazarene University. 
He also holds a Monitoring and Evalu-
ation Certificate from the Kenya Insti-

tute of Management, with detailed ex-
perience in multi-sectoral management. 
James has experience from different 
Local and Multinational companies in 
Kenya that include, Highlands’s Bever-
age Company, Brookside Dairy, Multi-
sat Solutions, DHL, Airtel and Lady Lori 
Helicopters. He also is a trained pastoral 
minister and founded the E-Generation 
youth mentorship program.  

Kiambu County Clergy Forum 
(KCCF) Chairman Dr. Macmillan Kiiru 
has commented born again Christians 
who have taken up the challenge of vy-
ing for elective posts in various capac-

ities in this Nation. Speaking at PCEA 
Church - Ruiru Town during their 
Prayer Movement in all the Sub Coun-
ties, Dr. Kiiru said Kiambu County is 
tired of bad leadership and urged all 
its residents to peacefully elect leaders 
who are development conscious with an 
aim of raising the living standards of the 
people.   

 Kiambu County Clergy 
Forum (KCCF) Chairman 
Dr. Macmillan Kiiru has 
commented born again 

Christians who have 
taken up the challenge of 

vying for elective posts 
in various capacities in 

this Nation.
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Kahawa West Prays for Peaceful 
Election ahead of August Poll

By Christian Times reporter

Christians across the country 
have resolved to hold inter-
denominational pre-election 

prayers ahead of the August poll. Ka-
hawa West in Nairobi County has not 
been left out. Christians in this part of 
the city held an interdenomination-
al prayer meeting on 30th April 2017 
dubbed “Peaceful election 2017.” The 
theme of the meeting was derived 
from Matthew 5:9 that says, “Blessed 
are the Peace Makers.” 

The prayers focused on the four ma-
jor key components of the history of 
our country namely; the birth of the 
nation, the staggering of the nation, 
the recovery of the nation and the 
hope for the nation. 

In the first component – birth of the 
nation the prayer focused on thanks 
giving for the goodness of God who 
gave us Kenya following struggles for 
independence. We received a land full 
of beauty and endowed with a lot of 
natural resources. The young nation 

had very intact institutions like the 
Parliament which composed of the 
Senate and Legislature and good ju-
dicial system that formed an integral 
government. Our forests were intact 
and our rivers unpolluted. There was 
no bottle water because we drank from 
rivers and wells without fear. Also cor-
ruption was unheard and our leaders 
were inspiring and full of hope. The 
book of Genesis 2:15-17 guided this 
portion.

This was followed by the staggering 
of the nation – In this components the 
prayers focused on repentance for the 
evil committed that caused our good 
nation to stagger. Selfishness took the 
centre stage as our leaders began to 
mutilate the constitution to fit them. 
The governing institutions were de-
stroyed. Senate was no more and polit-
ical murders were not alien. Smuggling 
became the way of rewarding political 
cronies and supporters. Public coffers 
were opened to reward political syco-
phants as the national outlook was sac-

rificed by tribal conclaves. Public scoff-
ers were running empty, elections were 
not integral as ethnic violence became 
the order of the day each electioneer-

ing year. Our rivers became polluted 
by environmentally unfriendly laws 
and economic decisions. Slowly by 
slow we began to loose out Eden. The 

book of Hosea 12 guided this potion.
The third component focused on 

restoration of our nation. In this part 
the prayer focused on efforts made to 
reclaim our nation as well as what we 
need to do to realize full restoration. 
With time Kenyans realized that the 
nation was headed to the wrong direc-
tion and the institutions had lost in-
tegrity. This resulted in the clamor for 
the new constitution that returned us 
to our Eden. These interventions have 
put our country in the path of recovery. 
2Chronicles 7:14 guided this portion.

The last portion consisted of the 
hope and the promise. The prayer fo-
cused on perfecting the achievements 
made. Perfecting our constitution, 
bettering our institutions, improving 

on our environment and reviving our 
economy. The prayers focused on the 
dependency on the enabling power of 
the Holy Spirit to uproot social evils 
such corruption, negative ethnicity, 
and injustice – so as to build a strong 
nation again. The guiding scripture 
in this portion was Luke 4:18-19 that 
proclaims, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me”! 

The prayer meeting ended with proc-
lamation that with the help of God’s 
Spirit we will conquer the dragons that 
hold our nation behind.

The meeting ended with a call to 
main peace and promote it; before and 
after election. The prayer meeting was 
organized by the wider Kahawa West 
ecumenical team.

 Members of the clergy together with lay leaders who helped to organize the 
meeting greeting the congregants. Photo/Christian Times

 Kahawa West congregants during the interdomination prayer meeting. 
Photo/Christian Times
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By Jeremiah Chamakany

It was in the year 2008 when I escaped 
death through the Mercy of God. I was 
with my then best friend ‘Tanganyika’, 

was his nickname. As usual, both of us were 
dead drunk after spending the whole day 
patronizing all the chang’aa selling dens 
of Kipsogon in Mogotio, which is within 
Baringo County. My friend Tanganyika and 
I were unmarried, and we shared a single 
room house in the slums of Athinai. It was 
our tradition to stagger home together; we 
were like twins because none of us could 
walk home alone. 

There is a big river flowing from the 
Mau forest all the way to Lake Baringo in 
the Northern Rift. This River Molo had 
burst its banks because it had rained very 
heavily in the regions around Molo, Njoro 
and even a place called Emarioshoni. To get 
to our Athinai slum, we had to cross this 
River at some point called Daraja Mungu. 
It was dark and we could not see the bridge 
clearly. I was the one at the front and I put 
my best foot forward, trying to cross the 
river. I don’t know what happened from 
there but I have this testimony, an able hand 
of none other but God Himself, lifted me 
from the raging waters that I decided that 
time is no more to look back, but  to receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

My name is John Kimondi Kipchumba 
arap Kogo, born in Sipilo, Baringo North 
in the year 1961.A third born in a family 
of five children. When I was still a toddler, 
my parents moved away from their Baringo 
ancestral of home in search of a better 
life. They ended up settling in Mogotio, in 
the sisal farms then owned by one Greek 
Aristocrat. My father worked for his master 
as a night guard at Kampi ya Moto Railway 

station, taking care of the processed sisal 
bales awaiting transportation through the 
train, all the way to the ports of Mombasa.

I went to school and I was very good 
in entertainment. In my Fifth grade, I 
remember having been included in a team 
of pupils from Athinai primary school, who 
travelled all the way to the statehouse in 
Nakuru to entertain the Late Mzee Jomo 
Kenyatta in the year 1977.

In the year 1978, I quit schooling and 
begun working in the Sisal estate. I earned a 
cool salary of Ksh 3.75 per month. I was in 
a team of some very energetic men, tasked 
with harvesting sisal leaves for processing. 
My mother was unhappy that I quit school 
but she was just that powerless. I wanted to 
earn some money and be like other men. It 
was while working in the Sisal estate that 
I managed to meet a good friend called 
Tanganyika, just a nickname and he taught 
me how to have fun by getting ourselves 
drunk. I was not that bad because even with 
my drinking habit, I bought my self good 
clothes and some few household items. 
Girls noticed my hard work and viewed 
me as a man with a vision to start and care 
for a family. I befriended one of them, and 
put her in the family way. She came home 
and started living with my parents until 
our daughter was born that year 1986. Just 
like my parents, her parents were some new 
arrivals from Elgeiyo Marakwet, looking 
for a better life in the white settler farms. 

Then the worst happened, I lost my 
beloved mother in the year 1987. Her death 
affected me so much that I started drinking 
heavily.  At this stage, I became a well 
known drunkard and this did not impress 
my then to be mother in law. They decided 
to take back my young family and up to 

date, I don’t know where they are, and if 
they are even thinking about me.  

With my mother gone, it was now my 
time to face the world and decide my 
destiny. This is in the year 1990s. I used 
my salary to drink all manner of alcohol, 
entertain friends and mostly women. 

 There is this famous slum called 
Katarong’ot in Mogotio which in Turkana 
language means ’’a rocky place’’. I drunk 
myself silly and left at around midnight. I 
even forgot my shopping. There was a full 
moonlight but I lost my way home. I walked 
until the first cock crow. Until now when I 
am recounting this story to the Christian 
Times, I don’t know for sure which village 
I visited or even have an idea about who 
assisted me that night. I don’t know where 
I was and where I was going. It’s like I was 
a sleep walking because of drunkenness. I 
was too thirsty and exhausted. When you 
drink a brew called chang’aa, you feel very 
thirsty. I can say I had covered about sixty 
kilometers in my walk.

At some small distance, I saw a home 
stead and I stopped at its gate. I called out 
in Tugen language requesting for some 
water to drink, and to report that I was 
lost and don’t even know where I was. The 
owner of the home was too scared to come 
outside, and only spoke to me through the 
window. Finally, he gathered the courage to 
come out and his wife gave me some water 
to drink. My throat was so dry and I could 
hardly produce any saliva. After listening to 
my story, the family showed me the right 
road back home and wished me well. Those 
were some very ungodly hours for anyone 
to make a knock at some ones door, even 
if that person happens to be your relative.

In short, Satan really tormented me that 
night because I walked until I could hardly 
see any human civilization around myself. 
I was still trying to find my way back home 
as day break was approaching. At another 

home, one woman had risen up very early 
to prepare breakfast for her school going 
children. She was milking her cows and 
was very surprised to see me standing in 
her compound asking for some water to 

drink. She listened to my story and was 
very sympathetic.

I was already sober and had begun 
feeling cold. I was making to walk out of 
her compound after gulping down maybe 
one and half liters of water. The woman 
of the home asked me to wait while she 
prepares some tea. She said according 
to Tugen culture which is a sub Kalenjin 
speaking group, it is not good to let an early 
morning visitor to walk away in an empty 
stomach. She said maybe one day, I could 
end up becoming a respected father in law 
of the family. Her words really pierced my 
heart because; they implied that I am a 
very important person. Her healing words 
and words of hope surely made me to be a 
changed man that I am today. I still reflect 
on the words she said to me some decades 
back. She saw in me a potential father in law 
and not a hopeless drunkard. I think that 
woman was a Christian, a real daughter of 
Abraham. I did not expect to be treated well 
or be respected because I was so wretched.

Back at my place of work in the sisal farm, 
a voice started pestering me, telling me to 
have a closer look at my life because I was 
walking the path of self destruction. Some 
Full gospel church group was hosting an 
open air crusade at Athinai and I stopped to 
listen. There were a lot of people listening to 
the preaching and I was in company of my 
bosom friend Tanganyika. I felt very drawn 
to what he was saying. The preaching was 
really uplifting. I felt hunger in my heart, 
the hunger to hear some words of hope in 
a world where everything to me was now 
without a meaning.

When an alter call was made, I stepped 
forward with another group of people. The 
preacher laid his hands on us and we all fell 
to the dusty ground. It was quite a mess and 
I can’t explain the power that pushed me to 
the ground. I knew there is a God but my 
friend Tanganyika was very ashamed to see 
me lying on the ground. We parted ways 
immediately after the meeting. I felt lighter 
as if I had gotten rid of some very heavy 
load. Surprisingly, and this I must tell every 
non believer, the urge to drink alcohol just 
melted away, and the world before me was 
completely new. But here now comes the 
biggest problem, I was still living in Sodom 
and the nearby Gomorrah, and the desire 
to partake their evil became stronger in me 
each day. Many friends offered to buy me a 
drink saying it doesn’t matter because ‘’God 
could not see me’’. I forced myself to believe 
them and many of my drinking mates 
offered to buy me a drink. Even strangers 
bought for me a drink that day and I drunk 
until I walked on my knees and my eyes 
watered. Tanganyika was back in my life 
again and is the one who assisted me to 
reach home. What a shame to Jesus Christ?

Experience

Bro. John Kimondi Kipchumba arap Kogo. photo/Christians Times

I used my salary 
to drink all 

manner of alcohol, 
entertain friends 

and mostly 
women. 

Jesus Christ and the Molo River Crossing, 
My Death and Resurrection
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North Korea’s Crisis: Fears grow that World 
War Three  Could be imminent

It was in the year 2008 and I was always 
with my then best friend ‘Tanganyika. We 
were both dead drunk after spending the 
whole day patronizing all the chang’aa 
selling dens of Kipsogon in Mogotio which 
is within Baringo County. It had rained 
heavily and Molo River was filled to the 
brim. There is a natural bridge called 
Daraja Mungu in this river, and we were 
all determined to cross over to our Athinai 
slum. I was leading the way and it was  like 
I was very brave. I quite well remember that 
the swollen river was producing such a big 
noise like it was no longer a river, but a big 
waterfall. Then I moved one of my legs like 
I wanted to locate where the bridge was but 
then all the hell broke loose..

………..like someone had pulled my 
leg and was immediately swept away by 
the angry Molo River. It knocked my face 
against the rocks of the river bed! I could 
feel that my teeth were loosely hanging 
from my gums…and then the taste of my 
own blood. Jesus Christ came down and 
ordered the waters of Molo River ‘’to calm 
and to immediately vomit me’’ Don’t tell me 
this was just a chance, it was Jesus Christ 
and His saving power! I found myself tossed 
to the River banks where for a moment, I 
regained my senses. My friend Tanganyika 
witnessed that the river ‘’had swallowed 
me’’, and I heard him crying and shouting 
my name in a great pain. He was lamenting 
in the most heart breaking manner I could 

ever imagine. He was convinced that I was 
dead because historically speaking; Molo 
River is a greedy river. It has claimed so 
many lives and to date, some of the victims 
have never been recovered, not even their 
clothing’s. Literally speaking that day I was 
already dead, but Jesus Christ called me 
back into Resurrection Haleluyah!I lost 
four teeth and a lot of water entered into 
my ears that it took me several months to 
regain my full hearing.

Now I don’t need a church leader to 
convince me that there is a God in Heaven. 
It is now my duty to tell you that I saw Him 
through a real life experience. In the year 
2012, I joined the fellowship of Jesus Christ 
in the Deliverance Church Mogotio. I serve 

today as an Usher under the leadership of 
God’s servants Reverend Emily Kiplagat 
and her husband Mark Kiplagat. I have 
accompanied them in their missionary 
work to West Pokot in the year 2013, 
Migori in the year 2014,Taita Taveta in the 
year 2015,Kitui 2016, and now planning to 
joining them again in taking the Gospel to 
Turkana this year 2017.I praise Jesus Christ 
because He has brought me to this far, and I 
know without doubt that I will be with Him 
in His coming Kingdom. Meanwhile, I am 
praying for a wife to help me accomplish 
the plans that God had for me before the 
foundations of this world were laid. AMEN

jeremiahchamakany@gmail.com

By Christian Times reporter

US government is preparing to take 
military action against North 
Korea government following the 

defiance of Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
to stop developing and testing Nuclear 
and ballistic missiles. North Korea has 
been manufacturing and testing nuclear 
weapons against the United Nation 
Policies. 

According to America’s National 

Security Adviser Lieutenant General 
HR McMaster, “America should be 

“prepared” to take military action against 
North Korea.” He further called on other 
world powers to prevent the rebellious 
regime from developing 
a nuclear arsenal, 
saying the state was 
acting in “open defiance 
of the international 
community”.

Despite the calls to 
refrain from developing 
nuclear weapon, King 
Kim Jong-un has 
remained defiant by 
continuing testing long 
range ballistic missiles. 
North Korea leader 
has vowed to continue 
developing and testing 
nuclear weapons, despite 
the UN sanctions as well 
as military threat from 
the US.

Following defiance of 
North Korea King, the 

US has already deployed a 
fleet of warship along Korean 
Peninsula ready for military 
action. Among the warship 
deployed is the aircraft 
warship carrier (USS Carl 
Vinson) which entered the 
Korean Peninsula late last 
month ready for military 
combat.

North Korea responded by 
testing more ballistic missiles 
as well as displaying its 
military might; warning the 
US of a possible reiteration 
should there be an attack 
on North Korea’s soil. Kim 
Jong-un threatened to 

reduce a US submarine 
to an “underwater ghost” 
as tensions between 

Pyongyang and Washington reach 
breaking point. 

North Korea’s Youth League has vowed 
to use five million children “equipped 
with nuclear bombs” to “mercilessly wipe 
out” the US and South Korea. 

The conflict between Kim Jong-un and 
Donald Trump could unfold in several 
ways, but it is the 25 million citizens of 
the hermit state whose fate could trigger 
a global catastrophe.

A thermonuclear war would be a 
humanitarian and ecological disaster for 
the entire region, with radiation causing 
a nuclear holocaust that tears into South 
Korea, China, Russia and Japan.

According to Open Doors, North 
Korea has been the most dangerous place 
to be a Christian. For the last 15 years, 
the country has been ranked number one 
in the world on Christian persecution. 
In this country, the very act of owning a 
Bible is punishable by death. The source 
of Christian persecution is communist 
oppression and dictatorial paranoia.

U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson sailing towards the Korean coast. Photo/ Reuters. 

 North Korean ballistic missiles fired from a submarine during an earlier rocket test late last month. 
Photo/ Associated Press. 

...North Korea has been 
the most dangerous 

place to be a Christian. 
... the very act of owning 
a Bible is punishable by 

death.
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By Nicholeen Peck

He’s not breathing really well, and 
they tell us he’ll likely die in a day 
or two…” a mother was explaining 

to a group of adults about her father-in-law, 
and her young son’s grandpa. Her son was 
sitting in an adjacent room with his good 
friend, but he wasn’t playing as his mother 
likely thought he was. He was looking at 
the back of his mother’s head and listening 
intently. I could see him visualizing the 
situation as he tuned out everyone else in the 
room. He was thinking about his grandpa, 
suffering and death — and possibly even 
thinking about what it will feel like when 
his grandpa is gone.

Many children would rather listen to 
interesting adult conversation than play 
with other children. Their minds are 
processing at amazingly fast rates. “By 4, a 
child’s brain is more than twice as active as 
an adult’s. The brain continues to consume 
glucose at this feverish pitch through age 10 
and then slows down until age 16, when it 
levels off at adult values.” (Steve Nadia, The 
Oregonian, Technology Review, 12-15-93)

Parents don’t always acknowledge 
the amazing processing capacity of 
their children. However, movie makers, 
advertisers and gaming sites know what 
children can process and they continually 
use that knowledge to introduce topics to 
children that shouldn’t be processed by 
young brains. They also rely on the fact that 
parents will be naive enough to assume that, 
due to their young age, their children aren’t 
thinking about the often graphic topics 
being promoted. One of the best ways to 
manipulate children’s thinking process is 
to get them obsessed with a certain topic or 
character.

The conversations we have with our 
children, the things we allow them to 
spend their time looking at, and the books 
we read to them will format their brains. 
This leads them toward information, 
inspiration or stimulation.

In the list below it is noticeable that 
many of the topics children think deeply 
about relate to moral subjects. The most 
important learning to a child is moral 
learning. That learning clearly defines good 
guys, bad guys, heroes and villains.

What Children Think About
1.     What is right and what is wrong. 

Children tell on each other and have 
petty arguments because justice is really 
important to them. They’re constantly 
corrected by adults and quickly learn what’s 
right or wrong. Adults help children define 
morality. Even if no morals are defined 
by parents, children will still try to learn 
what’s right or wrong because they’re 
hard wired to find the right path, the right 
pronunciation, the right understanding, the 
right relationships, etc.

2.     What makes people happy. Unless 
children have been taught to only care 
about themselves they often try to nurture 
bonds with others. They plan surprises for 
their parents and siblings. I don’t know how 
many times one of my four children have 
said, “Mom, close your eyes and take my 
hand. I have a surprise to show you.”

3.     What their future will be like. I 
know children are often known for living in 
the moment and not looking ahead. In fact, 
many times I’ve spoken with my children 
about the need to look ahead and making 
wise choices. Even so, children often think 
about their futures as a bigger picture. They 
practice being mothers and fathers in their 

play, dream about their wedding days, and 
imagine what kind of job they might have. 
They don’t always see what needs to happen 
to make their future dreams a reality, but 
they do want to one day become happy, 
successful adults.

4.     If they’re a good person. Children 
are constantly trying to sort out the bad 
guys from the good guys. They gather facts 
to determine if they’re one of the good 
guys. They compare their talents to others. 
They see how quickly they learn and they 
keep a mental list of the compliments 
and acknowledgments they’ve received. 
Knowing they’re an important, good person 
is essential for their happiness and sense of 
fulfillment. This fact hopefully encourages 
us all to pay close attention to our children’s 
accomplishments. It’s important to help 
them find other ways to assess their value 
besides comparisons.

5.     What is the truth? Children want 
to know the truth. They’re always trying 
to figure out what’s really true and what’s 
made up. Sadly, many children are used to 
being emotionally and physically lied to 
and manipulated. A wise parent recognizes 
their child’s need for the truth and spends 
time regularly talking about life and what’s 
going on around them. Children should 
see their parents as the ultimate source of 
truth. Parents should regularly talk to their 
children about all subjects and arm them 
with the facts so they can better identify 
truth.

6.     What heaven is like. Since children 
are so imaginative they often find their 
brains wandering into spiritual realms 
more easily then adult brains. Every one of 
my children and foster children has come 

to me and asked things like these, “Do you 
think there is grass in heaven?” or “Do you 
think God sings with the choir, conducts 
the choir or watches the choir?” Thinking 
about heaven seems to give my children 
peace and comfort. It’s as if they’re trying to 
plan for their eternal futures.

7.     How it feels to be a baby. It’s very 

normal for children to go through phases 
of childhood when they revert back to 
sucking their thumb, talking like a baby, 
drinking from baby cups or playing with 
baby toys. They know they’re growing up, 
but yet seem to want to remember where 
they’ve been. This helps them mark their 
progress and still experience what younger 
people feel like. Additionally, children love 
to tell adults what the baby in the room 
is thinking and doing… and why. They 
oftentimes even try to act as the baby 
translator. It seems to bring children great 
happiness to see they’re growing.

8.     What being big feels like. Just like 
children love remembering what small feels 
like, they also like to look ahead to what 
being big will feel like. They try on their 
parent’s shoes. They even try to do adult 
work, even though they fall short. They 
keep trying to do big things until they’re 
successful. Again, they seem to know 
they’re growing and want to be good at 
growing up.

9.     What’s the best way to take care of 
children? Parents prove to be an interesting 
study for their children. Children watch 
their parents and try to determine if their 
parents are parenting them correctly. They 
compare the neighbor’s rules and tone to 
their parent’s rules and tone and promote 
the kind of parenting they feel the safest 
with. If parents thought more about the 
type of future parent they’re raising (instead 
of each small moment of crisis that occurs 
and the inconvenience of child rearing), 
then they would create a tighter bond with 
their child and a better parent for their 
future grandchildren too.

10.  Staying safe from danger. The other 
day my 13-year-old son randomly said, 
“Mom, if I sat in this position against a wall, 
I wouldn’t get shot as easily if someone was 
trying to shoot from the outside.” I don’t 
know why my son was thinking about 
getting shot, but I know he was and it wasn’t 
the first time. He has often told me how he 
would protect me if we had a home invasion 
how . My children have discussed to stay 
safe from bees, mice, cliffs, busy streets, 
germs, and even volcanoes. One child even 
suggested that it might be smart to hide in 
our bathtub if a volcano came to our town.

Children think about a lot of important 
things. As parents, we need to realize they’re 
always processing a lot of information. 
Talk to your children often. Remember, 
they’re listening anyway. Be their first 
source of information and you’ll forever 
be able to guide and direct them as needed 
throughout their life.

The Author is an Expert family teacher, 
teaching Self Government

Family

10 Thoughts Children Have 
That Might Surprise Parents

  The conversations we 
have with our children, 

the things we allow 
them to spend their 
time looking at, and 

the books we read to 
them will format their 

brains. 
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By: Pastor Nicodemus Waka

These can be hard times for many 
of us and responses can be var-
ied (Arguments, busybody, 

complaints, disturbances, Emotional, 
Fights, gossip etc) it has been said that, 
life is like a football-team demands that 
each of us (player) accepts his/her po-
sition and with gratitude labours faith-
fully towards a specific goal.

How true that with God’s favour in 
its place none of us is too old or too 
young to serve. I often think each of us 
is blessed by God with an assignment to 
fulfill in this life (parents, partners, pas-
tors, peasants, pillars, police or pullers) 
Charles Haddon Spurgen says that;- 
“God gives children, not as a penalty 
nor as a burden, but as a favour.”

They are a token for good if men know 
how to receive them, and educate them. 
They are “doubtful blessings.” Only be-
cause we are doubtful persons. Where 
society is rightly ordered, children are 
regarded, not as an encumbrance, but 
as an inheritance and they are received, 
not with regret but as a reward.” Hu-
mility and gratitude characterize our 
attitude when we know that  whatever 
blessing or position we have is based 
on God’s favour! This thought keeps us 
away from comparison, competition, 
confusion, conflict and commotion.

John the Baptist must have had this 
thought in mind; “How encouraging to 
know that God is no respect or of per-
sons for His favour includes all of us; 

“The children, old people, mid-
dle aged and Everybody.”

I remember reading of John 
Charles Ryle that at the age of 
65 when most men would be 
contemplating retirement, Ryle 
was called to be the first Bish-
op of Liverpool, taking up the 
challenge; he served His Lord 
and Master with uniting zeal 
for the next 20 years.

It was while serving as K.A.G 
I.C.I Director that I learned 
that God’s Favour is at work be-
yond our age, background, co-
lour, differences and dullness!

I am sincerely grateful for 
the favour God has accorded 
me before my Leaders since I 
graduated from Bible College 
in 1979 to serve in various po-

sitions in our fellowship. I heard it said 
that;- “ THE CURIOUS OF GOD’S 
FAVOUR ARE SERIOUS IN HIS LA-
BOUR” The Apostle Paul was led of 
God’s Spirit to say the words of 1st Cor-
inthians 15:58.

“Therefore, my beloved Brothers be 
steadfast, immovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that in the Lord, your labour is not in 
vain.” How I wish whoever is involved 
in God’s work would be influenced by 
this knowledge;- “A  PERSON CAN-
NOT RECEIVE EVEN ONE THING 
UNLESS IT IS GIVEN HIM FROM 

HEAVEN.” (John 3:27) I believe there 
would be no prayerlessness, prejudice, 
pride, proselytes and prunelessness, if 
there was a sense of genuine humility 

in our midst. Anyone who knows God’s 
favour knows that the labour they are 
involved in is not in vain; No wonder 
these are those workers who are both 
contented and excited in what they do.

To such the issue is never age, bad 
circumstances, conditions, distances or 
encouragements but first and foremost 
God’s favour!

In an article: TOO OLD! By Anon-
ymous; I read what  some of the men 
who as a result of God’s favour did in 
the later years of their life.
➢ Noah was about 500 years old when 

he built the Ark
➢ Moses was 80 when he led God’s peo-

ple out of Egypt.
➢ Michelangelo painted the ceiling of 

the Sistine chapel lying on his back 
on a scaffold when almost 90.

➢ At 88, John Wesley preached virtually 
every Day.

➢ Benjamin Franklin went to France in 
the service of His County when 78 
and wrote his Autobiography when 
over 80!
It is Joe Stowell who reminds us that: 

“God has a special way of using routine 
faithfulness in the “small things” to ac-
complish great things!” how true for 
it is not size but God’s favour at work! 
I am reminded of Edward Kimball, a 
Sunday School Teacher in Boston who 
decided to visit a young man in his class 
to be sure he was a Christian. That day 
he led that man, Dwight L. Moody, to 
the Lord. (What a challenge to our Sun-
day school teachers!)

The motive to give God all the Glo-
ry and honour in what we do is kept 
alive by God’s Divine favour. Continual 
awareness that no labour in/ for God 
is not in vain is based on God’s uncon-
ditional favour. The Daily language of 
God’s favour is: “He must increase. I 
must decrease. (John 3:30) because of 
God’s favour we willingly respect every 
person’s role and responsibility. Each 
labour we are involved in is backed by 
God’s favour is an encouraging bless-
ing to whoever serves and those being 
served. We often sang a chorus that re-
minds us of God’s favour. 

Happiness is to know the Saviour 
Living a life within His favour, having 

a change in my behaviour
Happiness is the Lord.

God’s favour has no favorites for God 
is no respecter of persons.

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT IT IS 
God’s favour that makes our educa-
tion, experiences, roles, responsibili-
ties, burdens, positions and fellowships 
meaningful and beneficial to us and to 
others. I suggest that whenever you are 
asked about your labour, the right re-
sponse be:- “God’s favour!”

I remember a certain preacher whose 
friends  wondered and questioned his 
sudden rise in Ministry and his mem-
orable / wise response was “What do 
you do with God’s favour? It is said that 
whoever labours in God’s favour can 
easily get blessed beyond human imag-
ination as per Ephesians 3:20. Just as it 
is with many of us that the work we are 
involved in is overwhelming thus the 
place of God’s favour in our labour. 

The apostle Paul had this aware-
ness when he says “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me. 
(Philippians 4:13).

It is said that: “God’s labour for each of 
us is accompanied by favour to accom-
plish it” Praise be to the Lord, my rock, 
who trains my hands for war, my fin-
gers for battle”, (Psalms 144:1) If it were 
not His favour then our labour would 
be in vain. Any gain for the benefit of 
others has often emerged from what 
outwardly looks painful. One good ex-
ample is of the Wright brothers who it 
is said spent a great deal of time study-
ing birds in flight before designing their 
planes. I believe we can all applaud the 
inventiveness of the Wright brothers in 
response to God’s Divine favour.

Early this year as I read Genesis 1:20 
“LET THE BIRDS FLY ABOVE THE 
EARTH ACROSS THE FACE OF THE 
FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVENS,” 
I thought to myself; “God who made 
creatures capable of flight in the first 
place, deserves the ultimate Glory for 
the birds and for all of those who la-
bour in His FAVOUR!

   
Pst. Nicodemus Waka
KAG Githurai “44”
Tel: 0725-875 677
Email: nickwakagithurai44@yahoo.com
NAIROBI, Kenya 

Favour

Rev. Nicodemus Waka

Welcome God’s Favour for 
Good Labour

It is said that 
whoever labours 

in God’s favour can 
easily get blessed 

beyond human 
imagination as per 

Ephesians 3:20. 
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Today’s Worship Leading Tips cont...

By Isaac Oyuga.

Irecall mentioning in last month’s tip 
that sin was a product of distorted 
or corrupted worship. That propo-

sition I still hold! In fact today I want 
to demystify one long held belief that 
Adam and Eve first sinned when they 
ate the forbidden fruit. But first, do you 
have any idea how many people ad-
mire how you lead worship? Now try 
and imagine how they share a Sunday’s 
worship experience with others. Just 
picture say Brother John sharing with 
Sister Mary who missed last Sunday’s 
church service. Mark you that Sunday 
you really outdid yourself. Your perfor-
mance peaked. 

So dear worship leader, do you ever 
get more mention than God in people’s 
descriptions of their worship experi-
ence, either because of your excellence 
or the lack of it? Do your gifts make 
you more central to their Sunday wor-
ship experience than God Himself? 
Your answers nonetheless, this is why 
today I focus on a few practical ways of 
directing the attention of worshippers 
to God and away from self. And to do 
this, I would like you to keep in mind 
our previous definition of worship as, 
seeing God for who He is. You will in 
a short while see how it is your respon-
sibility during worship leading to plug 
the congregants into the fulfillment of 
God-centered worship because the op-
posite of worship is sin.

Isaiah 14:12-14 is a recount of the 
birth of sin. In these scriptures, a crea-
ture (Satan) rose slightly above other 
heavenly creatures and bestowed with 
the gift of music thought within him-
self that he had what it takes to take on 
his Creator and dethrone Him. Take 
notice of verse 13 which highlights that 
Lucifer may not have even uttered these 
words aloud, “For thou hast said in 
thine heart”. It may come as a surprise 
but yeah right, Lucifer might have just 

said it in his heart and voila sin was 
born. So the next time you lead 
people in singing the song “Nata-
mani kufanana nawe” (I wanna be 
more like You) you better have the 
right intentions. 

God did something really in-
credible when Lucifer conceived 
within himself that he could be 
like him. God made man in His 
own image and likeness. Man was 
thus graciously bestowed with the 
resemblance of the Holy Trinity 
which I strongly believe is why 
the envy-filled enemy, who really 
wanted to be like God, was so de-
termined to ruin the relationship 

God had with His own image. More-
over, it must have really frustrated Lu-
cifer to know that man was created and 
gifted with a higher and more precious 
gift than all things; the image of God. 

Why therefore is knowing all these 
relevant to a worship leader? The an-
swer is quite obvious. Our predisposi-
tion as the image and likeness of God 
puts us at even higher risk of wanting 
to be like God and taking up the glory 
compared to Lucifer. In fact, this is ex-
actly what happened in the Garden of 
Eden. The cunning Serpent approached 
‘the image and likeness of God’ with his 
own previous basis of falling. Gene-
sis 3:1-6 reveals that he passed on his 
failure to man and since man was more 
predisposed to desire glory, fell for the 
trick. 

Satan passed on doubt to Adam and 
Eve about who God is. They doubted 
the truth in what God had said and by 
this failed to see Him for who He is i.e. 
the God whose Word is Truth. Instead 
,their doubt caused them to see a liar in 
God and as such, their belief in Satan’s 
words seemingly glorified Satan higher 
(more truthful) than God: which was 
not and has never been true at all. In 
my understanding thus, the first time 
they sinned was when they perceived 
God for what God was not rather than 
when they took a bite of the forbidden 
fruit.

This therefore brings us to today’s 
main lesson in leading worship: During 
leading worship, deliberately lead the 
people to ascribe the glory to God 
alone.

Recall that we established previously 
in last month’s article that worship and 
praise are not synonymous with music. 
That is why it is very important that 
the time you spend in leading people 
to worship God is not entirely spent on 
you and your worship team singing. Far 

be it from you to think of the praise and 
worship as your weekly gig or concert. 
The worship session is not where you 
showcase your musical talents. It is not 
where you outdo yourself in perfor-
mance before a church audience. Praise 
and worship is a time to solely focus on 
and see God for who He is. And this can 
only be done in the light of His Word. 

In the eyes of the advocates of sponta-
neity in worship though, they discour-
age planning because they argue that it 
limits the move of the Spirit. I strongly 
contradict this. I know many worship 
leaders who believe with me that spon-
taneity is best when under-girded with 
preparation. I am usually surprised 
every time I hear believers saying they 
saw the hand of the LORD just because 
the usual order of services was altered 
by the Spirit. Surely, Our God is a God 
of order and although He does whatev-
er He pleases, I tend to think that most 
of the time He mercifully intervenes to 
alter the plan simply because His de-
sired will for the day’s plan is often sac-
rificed in the altars of routine. 

Picture this; if the believers only see 
the hand of the LORD in your services 
when the order of the day is altered, 
then what exactly do you do the rest 
of the Sundays when the order is not 
altered by the Spirit? I prefer to plan, 
allocate responsibilities and as well 
encourage the team to always try and 
keep the time allocated. Even then, we 
thank God that praise and worship has 
been allocated an hour in our church. 
And although we usually feel it is nev-
er enough, we still try to be disciplined 
with time. 

That said, I wish to conclude while 
I remember Leon Timbo who sung 
about leaning not on our own under-
standing. I specifically love the line that 
says “I give it all to You Lord, trusting 
that you’ll make something beautiful 
out of me”. 

Lead worship surrendering it all to 
God and see how He will make some-
thing beautiful out of your deliberate 
and consistent application of these 
monthly tips. As a matter of fact, God 
centred worship is like a magnet that 
will draw many to your church because 
in itself it is beautiful, refreshing and 
fulfilling, your vocal or musical prow-
ess notwithstanding. Remember there-
fore dear worship, that you must make 
a deliberate and consistent effort to en-
sure that God’s people do not see you as 
a mighty man of God but rather a man 
of a Mighty God. In essence that is who 
we all are. Selah!

“ Freedom of religion is a sacred gift, 
but it is also a right under threat all 
around us, and the world is under 
serious, serious threat in so many 

different ways. And I’ve never seen 
it so much and so openly as since I 
took the position of president…but 

we’re going to straighten it out. OK? 
That’s what I do. I fix things. We’re 

going to straighten it out.”
US President Donald Trump

“Leadership is a privilege to 
better the lives of others. It is 
not an opportunity to satisfy 

personal greed. 
Retired President Mwai Kibaki

You don’t respond to a mosquito 
bite with a hammer
Patrick L.O. Lumumba
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By David Njiri

One time a young man ap-
proached me with good news 
of having found a suitable part-

ner. I paused a question to him, “Where 
does she go to church?” He answered, 
“Actually, I don’t know, but when 
she was in rural area she was fellow-
shipping with the Redeemed Gospel 
Church. However, since she shifted to 
the city she has not found a fellowship 
to identify with.” I asked another ques-
tion, “How long has she been in the 
city?” He answered, “Over six months” 
I paused another question, “Are you 
sure she is born again?” He answered, 
“I don’t know – tell me.” Then I asked 
him, “How can I know she is born again 
yet I’ve never met her? It is something 
you should know and be sure of.” 

   Before discussing how long a court-
ship period should last, it is important 
to ask ourselves; what is courtship? 
Courtship is a relationship between 
a man and a woman in which they 
seek to determine if it is God’s will for 
them to marry each other. Under the 
protection, guidance, and blessing of 
parents or mentors, the couple concen-
trates on developing a deep friendship 
that could lead to marriage, as they dis-
cern their readiness for marriage and 
God’s timing for their marriage. (See 
Proverbs 3:5–7.)

Courtship is a choice to avoid temp-
tation and experience the blessings of 
purity. It is a choice to not emotional-
ly give away your heart, piece by piece, 
to many others through casual dating 
relationships and instead to give your 
whole heart to your life partner. Han-
sen defines courtship duration as the 
period between the first date and the 
decision to marry, excluding the peri-
od of formal engagement prior to the 
wedding day. 

Courtship is different from dating in 
the sense that people of the opposite 
sex may have a date, but not necessar-
ily with the goal of marriage in mind. 
While there are non-Christians who 
date with the intention of having a se-
ries of intimate physical relationships, 
for the Christian this is not acceptable 
and should never be the reason for dat-
ing. 

While in dating, men and wom-
en who choose to date often have no 
commitment to consider marrying 
the other person, courtship is un-
dertaken only when both parties are 
prepared to make a commitment for 
marriage. In courtship, the partici-
pants seek the accountability of their 
parents or other mentors. As they es-

tablish guidelines for their relationship, 
they can more easily recognize that God 
also holds them responsible to honour 
one another. Receiving God’s grace 
and the support of others strengthens 
them to maintain their commitment 
to purity. On the other hand in a dat-
ing relationship, there is little if any 
accountability for the couple and little 
or no interaction with family members. 
The dating couple is merely attracted 
to one another in some way and often 
pursues an exclusive relationship that 
is independent of others’ influence or 
counsel. Since the boundaries of the re-
lationship are self-determined, the cou-
ple may easily succumb to temptation 
and fail to consider their responsibility 
to honour each other in purity and gen-
uine love.

First and foremost, Courtship is a 
time when a Christian finds out if his 
or her potential marriage partner is 
also a believer in Christ. The Bible 
warns us that believers and unbelievers 
should not marry each other, because 
those living in the light (of Christ) and 
those living in the darkness cannot live 
in harmony (2 Corinthians 6:14-15). 
During this time there should be no 
sexual union, as this is something that 
should wait until marriage (1 Corinthi-
ans 6:18-20).

Having someone to love and starting 
a relationship with is a wonderful thing, 
but how long should this relationship 
last before you say ‘I do’? Serious mar-
riage candidates should have a timeline 
within which they should wed. The pe-
riod should not be too short; neither 
should it be too long. Of course, both 

extremes may result in negative conse-
quences in the relationship.

While too short period in courtship 
denies the partners’ time to know each 
other, too long duration may cause the 
partners to look for greener pastures 
elsewhere. Therefore, it is paramount 
for the partners in courtship to agree 
on reasonable period of courting, and 
should there be a delay or hurry it 
should be understood by the two of 
them. Marriage counselors agree that 
marriage should not be entered hur-
riedly and thus, adequate preparation 
should be made beforehand. 

In Hansen (2006) research study on 
the correlation between courtship du-

ration and marital outcomes involving 
952 individuals found the following; 
there was a weak, but statistically sig-
nificant correlation between the length 
of courtship and marital stability with 
couples that dated for less than six 
months prior to the decision to marry 

having the highest rate of divorce. An 
even weaker, but still significant cor-
relation existed between courtship du-
ration and marital satisfaction.

In another recent research studies by 
Alder (2009) on the specific correlation 
between courtship duration and marital 
satisfaction. Alder divided the court-
ship period into “pre- and post-engage-
ment periods”. Although no statistically 
significant correlation was found be-
tween courtship duration and marital 
satisfaction, Alder did find that couples 
who were engaged for longer periods of 
time reported lower measures of mari-
tal adjustment. This finding implies that 
the longer couples are engaged before 
marrying, the less difficulty they expe-
rience in early marriage. 

Though there are other factors that 
cause divorce in marriage such as im-
pulsive personalities, the length a cou-
ple spends in courtship will determine 
the outcome of the marriage. A person 
with impulsive personality might be 
more prone to rush into marriage, and 
be equally prone to make a quick exit 
from the marriage when dissatisfaction 
occurs.  

Most marriage counselors suggest 
that courtship duration should last a 
minimum of six months and maximum 
of two years. However, there are other 
factors that may cause the courting pe-
riod go beyond two years depending on 
the couples involved. But courtship that 
last for less than six months is consid-
ered pre-mature. Duration of less than 
six months is too short to have known 
the person you want to share the rest of 
your life with.  

Courtship

A – Z of Courtship before     you say I do (“D”) – Duration

 Most marriage 
counselors suggest 

that courtship 
duration should 
last a minimum 

of six months and 
maximum of two 

years.



14       The Christian Times  May, 2017 The Christian Times May, 2017         15

Millennials are leaving church at 
record numbers and they are 
described as America’s least 

religious generation. But while they may 
be highly skeptical of religion, they are 
still thirsty to find meaning in life. 

Studies show it isn’t Jesus they’re re-
jecting, they’re rejecting churches that 
aren’t making themselves relevant to 
millennial culture. Researcher and pres-
ident of LifeWay Christian Resources 
Thom Rainer says three things matter 

the most to 
millennials: 
content, au-
t h e n t i c i t y 
and quality. 
They Want 
Rich Con-
tent

W h i l e 
many church-
es think they 
need flashing 
lights and a 

w o r s h i p 
concert to 

attract the younger generation, Rainer 
says that is simply not true. Millennials 
want a worship service that is contem-
plative and theologically rich. 

“They desire to sing those songs that 
reflect deep biblical and theological 
truths,” Rainer says. “Millennials speak 
less and less about worship style. Their 
focus is on theologically rich music.”

Millennials also want their churches 
to clearly communicate these theologi-

cal truths through strategic signage and 
other means. 

“More philosophically, millennials 
want to be able to answer the questions 
‘Where am I?’ and ‘What’s expected of 
me?’ by looking for cues in their sur-
roundings,” says Barna Group President 
David Kinnaman.
They Don’t Want to Be Lied To

Another thing that will bring millen-
nials into church is basic authenticity. 

“Our generation has been advertised 
at our whole life, and even now on so-
cial media,” says Taylor Snodgress of 
Church of the 20somethings. “If the 
church isn’t giving you the whole story, 
if it’s sugar-coated and they’re trying to 
put on an act on stage, people in their 
20s will see through this. This causes us 
to leave. We’re good at seeing when peo-
ple are lying to us.”

Millennials can sense when the wor-
ship leaders and congregants are just go-
ing through the motions and they will 
quickly leave. 
They Want a Good Quality Worship 

Service
Millennials want to attend a church 

service that shows the leaders put time 
and effort into making it run smoothly. 
They aren’t looking for a show, they’re 
looking for dedication and excellence. 

“That quality is a reflection of the authen-
ticity,” Rainer says. He says this is some-
thing any church can learn how to do. 

All of these tips can help bring millen-
nials to church, but essentially, they just 
want to have a relationship with a Jesus 
they understand. 

Older generations have not seen Je-
sus incorrectly; they have just seen Him 
through a lens of their culture. 

“Millennials are not rejecting Jesus, 
they are rejecting a coloration, a cultur-
al adaptation, of Jesus that does not fit 
them,” says Billy Graham Library’s Dr. 
Tom Philips. “The answer is Jesus. Mil-
lennials must see through culture, com-
munity, church and family, to the per-
son who will never ignore them—Jesus.” 

Courtesy: CBN News

Each relationship is unique based on 
the people involved, their background 
upbringing, culture, and environment 
they are in. Because of these factors, 
courtship may take longer than two 
years. Because each individual fami-
ly and set of circumstances is unique, 
each courtship will be unique. While 
those who choose courtship will hold 
to general guidelines for the relation-
ship, their specific choices about when, 
where, and how to court may differ 
according to their needs and circum-
stances.

If, during the courtship, one or both 
parties realize that marriage is not 
God’s will and they end the relation-
ship, the courtship has not failed. On 
the contrary, the courtship was success-
ful because God gave the direction that 
was sought through it.

Although the termination of a 
courtship most likely will be painful, 
damage and hurt—which can lead to 
bitterness—can be avoided. Both par-
ties, as well as their families and all the 
people who love them should continue 
to trust in the Lord and accept the grace 
He gives to deal with any disappoint-
ment of unfulfilled expectations.

Some factors that may determine du-
ration of courtship includes;

a). Cultural differences – Cultural 
differences may be caused by the cou-
ples involved coming from different 
tribes, race, or community. A couple 
from different cultures need time to 
learn each other’s culture and agree on 
what is workable for them and what is 
not. They need time to adjust to see life 
from one another’s perspective. They 
also need time to learn on how to over-
come cultural barriers that could ruin 
their relationship, and learn to speak 
one language. Cultural differences may 
also come as a result of in-laws opposi-
tion –where one or both families may 
be opposed to their marriage. As cou-
ples explore avenues to bring the two 
families on board, courtship period 
may take longer.

b). Personal differences – Person-
al differences can be as a result of dis-
agreement over certain issues of im-
portance to the two parties. Amos 3:3 
says that two cannot walk together un-
less they agree. Disagreement could be; 
whether the wife will continue work-
ing after marriage or not, whether the 
properties the wife had acquired before 
marriage will be part of the new fami-
ly, where to stay after wedding, where 
to go to church after wedding, how to 
handle finances, either join or separate 

account etc. These issues and others 
not included here are very crucial to 
agree on before saying ‘I do’, and as a 
result duration of courtship may take 
longer. It is disastrous to assume what 
you didn’t agree on in courtship will 
sort out itself in marriage. Some cou-
ples commit this mistake and hurriedly 
get into marriage only to find out issues 
they didn’t agree on in courtship sepa-
rating them in marriage. It is better to 
take longer in courtship and iron out 
issues, rather than hurriedly get into 
marriage only to get separated because 
of disagreement.  

c).Past experiences – A person who 
had a previous failed relationship may 
take longer to fully commit him or her-
self to the new relationship depending 
on the sustained hurt. It is therefore 
advisable for couples in courtship share 
honestly their previous life in order to 
give the other person an idea of the 
person he or she is relating with. A 
person who has experienced hurt in 
the previous failed relationship is usu-
ally cautious in making decision and 
sometimes he or she may take longer to 
agree. It is advisable for anyone court-
ing an individual who suffered from a 
broken relationship to be patient with 
him or her because he/she may be over-

sensitive on various issues.  
d). Personal goals – Personal goals 

involves commitments an individu-
al may have at moment that demands 
attention. One or both parties may be 
having some personal goals they want 
to attend to before they wed. For in-
stance, finishing the studies that one is 
already enrolled at the time of starting 
the relationship. Career assignment 
may also cause the courtship duration 
take longer where one is assigned to 
work faraway from his place of resi-
dence, or even outside the country for 
certain duration. These personal goals 
need to be communicated beforehand 
so that there be understandable reason 
as to why courtship should take longer.

Should courtship take longer and 
there is no understandable reason be-
tween the two partners, then the rela-
tionship may suffer the challenge of 
separating. Also partners in courtship 
should be careful about distance rela-
tionship where one may take a year or 
two before meeting. To avoid disap-
pointment, couples in courtship should 
agree on workable timeline within 
which the wedding should take place. 

Next month issue – ‘E’ of courtship 
(Expectations)…   

A – Z of Courtship before     you say I do (“D”) – Duration

The Real Reason Millennials Avoid Church Has 
Nothing to Do With Jesus 

 Millennialsdon’t need fancy worship or coffee or sermons to go to church. 
(Public Domain)
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By Rev. Gregg T. Johnson

Without a strong foundation, 
a building will fall. It doesn‘t 
matter how beautiful its ap-

pearance or spectacular its design, if the 
structure doesn‘t stand upon a secure 
base, it will collapse under the pressure 
of its own height. The Tower of Pisa, lo-
cated just outside of Rome, Italy is an 
internationally renowned example of 
this truth. First constructed in 1,117 AD 
it began leaning when it was only 35 ft 
high. Today it stands 179 ft tall and con-
tinues to threaten collapse. The reason? 
–A faulty foundation. It was built upon 
insecure, unequally settled ground that 
is unable to support its own towering 
weight. By contrast, consider the Sears 
Tower in Chicago Illinois. Having 110 
stories, it rises ¼ mile in the air—1,454 
ft. high. It is constructed of 76,000 tons 
of steel and enough concrete to build 
an 8 lane highway 5 miles long. This 
mammoth structure is 8 times the size 
of the Leaning Tower of Pisa and stands 
secure; it refuses to lean even an inch. 
The reason? It has a firm foundation. Be-
neath the Sears Tower is 114 solid rock 
footings that sink deep into the underly-
ing bedrock—just one of those footings 
is sunk as deep as the Statue of Liberty 
is high. It is this foundation that holds 
this superstructure firmly in place. No 
wind, no storm, no tremor have ever 
succeeded in toppling it or the 1,600 
people who work safely within its walls. 
A leader‘s character is like the founda-
tion of a building. If it is not strong, deep 
and firmly fixed in place, the man‘s life 
and all he has built will eventually fall. 
It does not matter how anointed he is, 
how attractive his ministry or powerful 
his gifts, without character, all threatens 
to collapse. It has been said, “Charisma 
can take a man to the top, but only char-
acter will keep him there.” It is character 
that keeps a man honest, ethical and 
pure. It is character that binds us to our 
godly responsibilities. It is character that 
holds us up when the heavy temptations 
of leadership threaten to pull us down. 
Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones said, —The 
worst thing that can happen to a man 
is for him to succeed before he is ready.” 
Leadership will destroy the man whose 
character has not been prepared for it. 
With higher levels come higher devils. 

Advancement, enlargement and pro-
motion in the Kingdom of God bring 
fiercer temptations, harsher attacks 
and greater opportunities for destruc-
tion. This means that before God takes 
us higher (by elevating our position or 
increasing our anointing), He needs to 
deepen our foundation. Too many have 
been promoted before their character 
was enlarged to support that promotion. 
As a result, they became top heavy like 
the Tower of Pisa and eventually fell. 
Columnist Cindy Adams wrote, “Suc-
cess has made failures of many men.” It 
is sad but true. Too many —successful  
leaders have collapsed under the weight 
of their promotion. Intermittent eth-
ical com-promises that once seemed 
like insignificant cracks in the founda-
tion of a small building, became gap-
ing breaches of immorality in the place 
of enlargement. Impure motives, like a 
sleeping giant, were awakened by the 
egotistic opportunities afforded in suc-
cess. The spirituality that first initiated 
their increase was eroded by secret sins, 
and sadly, the heights to which they 

ascended came crashing down. Their 
foundation—their character was unable 
to support the pressures of their height-
ened success. Only when we allow God 
to deepen our character, will we be able 
to support greater levels of spiritual pro-
motion and higher heights of tangible 
anointing. What is —Character? The 
word comes from an ancient Greek verb 
meaning —to engrave‘ and its related 
noun meaning —mark or —distinctive 
quality. Essentially, character is what we 
are. It is that inner core of our soul that 

determines our actions, reactions and 
inactions. Plutarch, the Roman biogra-
pher said, “Character is simply habit long 
continued.” Baron Thomas wrote, “The 
measure of a man’s character is what he 
would do if he knew he never would be 
found out.” Rushworth Kidder stated, 
“The test of character…lies in how you 
behave when public approval and overt 
reward are stripped away. When you 
can get away with anything—because 
nothing’s at stake except your own con-
science—what do you do?” Character is 
a firm sense of right and wrong—a val-
ue system arising from a conviction of 
ethical absolutes. But even more, it is 
the commitment to do what is right and 
ethical regardless of personal cost, risk 
or discomfort. As leaders serve faithful-
ly, they will certainly experience promo-
tion. However, leaders must be careful 
not to allow themselves to be promoted 
beyond what their character can support. 

Rather than praying for more anointing 
and greater enlargement, we should be 
seeking God to enlarge our character. 
In fact, leaders, in the haste to succeed, 
should ask God to delay their promo-
tion until their foundation has been 
planted deep enough and broad enough 
to support the success they will soon 
experience. Our prayer should go some-
thing like this: “Father, in Jesus Name, I 
thank you for the call on my life and the 
enlargement I have gained thus far. How-
ever, I acknowledge there are weaknesses 
in my character that can undermine Your 
anointing in my life. “Therefore, do not 
allow me to be promoted beyond what 
my character can support. Deepen my 
integrity, consume me with purity, teach 
me humility. Prevent me from further 
enlargement until my character has been 
enlarged to support the promotion you 
want me to have.” 

Leadership

The DNA of Leadership: Character 
The moral quality of the soul that gives rise to one’s sense of right and 

wrong demonstrated in his or her actions, reactions and inactions.

“The measure 
of a man’s 

character is 
what he would 

do if he knew he 
never would be 

found out.”
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Ten Good Reasons why you should 
Wait until Marriage before having Sex.
People desperately need to be 

loved by someone who is import-
ant to them. This is especially 

true of young people. Just knowing that 
a person of the opposite sex finds you 
attractive, generates a warm, wonderful 
feeling.

When a guy and a girl are attracted 
to each other and begin spending time 
together, the excitement builds. They 
discover how pleasurable it is to touch 
and caress each other. This stirs their 
passions. Before long they are drawn 
toward sexual intercourse, and they 
begin to think, “If we really love each 
other, what’s wrong with having sex?”

There are many reasons why you 
should not engage in sex before mar-
riage. They add up to one thing: What 
you gain by sex before marriage is not 
worth what you lose by it.

What do you gain? A brief thrill. 
Perhaps some momentary pleasure. 
But what you lose by having sex before 
marriage can affect your entire life. Let 
us look at just a few of the reasons you 
should wait until marriage.

6. is risky- Engaging in sex before 
marriage can expose you to sexually 
transmitted diseases. The “easy” girl, 
who is by no means a prostitute, can 
be the source of any one of several such 
diseases. Likewise, fellows can be “car-
riers.” Sexually transmitted diseases can 
cause serious infections, blindness, and 
even death. They can be transmitted to 
your children with the same devastat-
ing effects. There is no known cure for 
some of these diseases.

A girl who had sexual relations with 
only one boyfriend thought she was 
safe. She was terribly shocked when 
her doctor told her she was infected. A 
“disease tracer” revealed that the guy 
had had sex with only one other girl. 
But this girl had had sex with five other 
men, who in turn had been with nine-
teen women, some of them prostitutes. 
The girl who thought her relationship 
had been limited to one person had had 
contact, through him, with at least 92 
persons. 

7. can shatter a girl’s life - Young peo-
ple who experiment with sex outside of 
marriage should ask themselves: “What 
will we do if this results in pregnancy?” 
They might better ask, “What will we 
do when this results in pregnancy?”

One who visited a home for unwed 
mothers said, “You can never forget 
that look of despair on the faces of the 
girls who do not know what their fu-

ture holds—girls who don’t know if 
they will ever know real love or have a 
happy home.”

It is not just the “easy girls” that get 
pregnant, but “good girls” as well. 
Abortion is NOT an easy solution to 
the problem of an unwanted pregnan-
cy. Killing your unborn baby can leave 
you with terrible feelings of guilt which 
can haunt you the rest of your life. The 
following letter tells a familiar story:

“When I found out I was pregnant, 
I was 18 years old and two months 
away from college. My boyfriend was a 
back-slidden Christian like me, and we 
chose abortion because we didn’t want 
to face our family and friends. We took 
the easy way out.

“After my abortion I faced mental 
heartaches, shed many tears, and re-
gretted the whole decision. To this day 
I still get on my knees and cry— asking 
the Lord for His loving kindness be-
cause I was so wrong!

“I struggle a lot wondering if God will 
give me a second chance. He is such a 
loving God and I believe with all my 

heart that He is God, and yet I always 
carry a conscience full of guilt.”

8. Can result in some BIG problems 
- Sometimes a guy will say, “If you get 

pregnant, we can get married.”
Marriage is serious business. It means 

taking on a job you may not be prepared 
for. Marriage is not all moonlight, ro-
mance, and roses; it’s daylight, diapers, 
and dishes! Consider this letter:

“I am 17 and already my life is messed 
up. Ted and I went steady for six months 
and we began to do things we had no 
right to do. I became pregnant.

“We both quit school and got mar-
ried. I hate my life and what I have 
done to Ted. The baby cries all the time 
and gets on Ted’s nerves. He drinks too 
much and I can’t blame him.

“We live in a dump and there is no 
money for sitters or movies or decent 
clothes. Ted never says anything, but I 
know he must hate me. I’m afraid he 
hates the baby, too.

“There are times when I think this 
is all a bad dream and I’ll wake up at 
home in my own bed, and get dressed 
and go to school with the kids I liked 
so much. But I know too well that those 
days are over for me and I am stuck.

“I’m not writing for advice. I’m just 
writing in the hope you will print this 
letter for the benefit of other teens who 
think they know it all—like I did.”

9. Can fool you into marrying the 
wrong person - If you become involved 
with someone sexually before marriage, 
you may think that you have found real 
love when all you have is the thrill and 
excitement of sexual attraction. You go 
ahead and get married and then you 
discover that you married the wrong 
person. You find out too late that it was 
not real love but only sex that was the 
attraction.

10. Can wreck your marriage - Some 
people think that if they just get mar-
ried, everything will be fine. But this is 
not so. A happy and successful marriage 
is not easy to come by under the best of 
circumstances, but when you start out 
wrong, it is very difficult to achieve.

Sex before marriage greatly reduces 
your chances of a successful marriage. 
One reason is that those who play 
around with sex before marriage tend 
to do the same thing after marriage. 
They are never satisfied, always looking 
for a new thrill.

Sometimes couples engage in sex 
before marriage, then get married and 
seemingly get along well. But they have 
sown seeds of doubt and distrust which 
will bear bitter fruit later on.

A couple who had been married 20 
years was counseling with Dr. Henry 
Brandy, trying to keep their marriage 
from falling apart.

The husband said, “My wife doesn’t 
trust me.” The wife shot back, “You 
don’t trust me either.”

Why had they never trusted each oth-
er? Because they had sex before they 
were married. It resulted in 20 years 
of suspicion and distrust and finally 
wrecked their marriage.

 What you gain 
by sex before 

marriage is not 
worth what you 

lose by it.
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By David Njiri 

Prayer is one of the major themes 
of the Bible. In fact, prayerful-
ness is one of the characteristic 

of godly men and women in the Bible. 
Throughout the Bible, whenever God’s 
people failed to pray nothing nota-
ble happened. But when they prayed; 
something unique happed. Either, they 
were liberated from a powerful enemy; 
miracles happened and great revivals 
resulted.

Hannah prayers changed the spiritu-
al destiny of Israel – with the birth of 
Samuel, Elijah prayers restored rain to 
Israel and healed the land to produce a 
harvest, Johoshaphat prayers brought 
the deliverance of the Israelites, Daniel 
Prayers resulted in restoring the Israel-
ites to Jerusalem, while Esther prayers 
brought redemption of the Jews from 
their enemies. Also, the early church 
devoted themselves to a life of prayer. 
They were in prayers when the Holy 
Spirit came upon them. Peter and John 
were going to temple for prayers when 
the crippled man was healed at the 
door of the temple. These examples and 
more than these show the necessity of 
prayers.

It is said that Jesus spends more 
time in prayers – more than he did in 
preaching, teaching and performing 
miracles. Most of the night he spends 
on the mountain side praying.

Initially, the disciples were not both-
ered by Christ’s custom of leaving them 
and going to a solitary place to pray. 
This went on until one time they real-
ized Christ’s life was inseparable from a 
life of prayer, and therefore they said to 

him, “Teach us also to pray…”
Jesus had been with his disciples for 

over three years. They experienced 
tremendous victories, saw miracles 
happen, divine providence, etc. After 
celebrating the Passover; where they 
shared meal and experienced wonder-
ful fellowship, Jesus brought them to 
the mountain of Olives to pray.

They wondered why Christ bothers 
them to bring them to the mountain 
side to pray, yet to them all things were 
okay. Even after Christ urged them to 
pray as he went to a solitary place to 
pray – the disciples didn’t see the need. 

From this scripture portion we draw 
the following lessons;

1. Close relationship with God 
keeps us alert when the enemy is 
striking (v.39) - We have no ability to 
know how the enemy is preparing to 
strike, when he is timing to do so, and 
how. But if we have a close relationship 
with God, he will alert us to keep watch 
and pray. It is possible to get occupied 
with common activities of day to day 
errands; assuming that all is well, while 
forgetting the spiritual happening in 
the spiritual realm.

 Jesus held a great feast with his dis-
ciples, but was spiritual conscious of 
the enemy’s plans. After the meal, he 
took them from the feasting place to a 
praying place alerting them,” “Pray that 
you will not fall into temptation (v.39). 
The disciples had already eaten enough, 
but that would not grant them strength 
to overcome the temptation. Jesus had 
cautioned them the impending calami-
ty would only be overcome by the pow-
er of prayers.

 Only those who are spiritually awake 
will hear when the Holy Spirit sounds a 
warning and act upon it. 

Before things happen here on earth 
either good or bad, they have to be 
accomplished in the spiritual realm. 
Prayer is a weapon we use to destroy 
the enemies plans in the spiritual realm; 
before he releases them here on earth. 

Being spiritual involves handling the 
matter while still in the spiritual realm. 
Jesus discerned the environmental 
changes in the spiritual realm and alert-
ed his disciples to go on their knees be-
cause the enemy was striking.

 One description of a praying believ-
er is a watchman. In Biblical time, they 
were posted on the city walls to keep 
watch over the city and alert the city 
dwellers when an attack was impending 
to take precaution. (See Ezek 3:16).

2. Prayer empowers a believer to 
fulfill the will of God (v.40-42) - A be-
liever is called to live for Christ and do 
all that will please him, because he died 
for us. However, it is not easy to live for 
Christ because the flesh wants us to ful-
fill its desires. Most of the time there is 
always a temptation to want to please 
self more than Christ. We are always 
in constant battle, either to please God 
or self. We may as well say like Apostle 
Paul that the good I want to do, I don’t 
do. This is because the body is weak.

 Jesus was fully man when he was 
here on earth; having come to fulfill 
God’s mission. The mission he was as-
signed to fulfill involved suffering and 

could not be done in any other way 
apart from that. Human as he was, he 
felt completely weak to fulfill the as-
signment, yet the time had come. He 
withdrew about a stone throw from the 
disciples, knelt down and prayed, “Fa-
ther, if you are willing take this cup from 
me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 

The author describes this kind of 
intercession as praying in anguish – 
where Christ surrendered fully to the 

enabling power that comes through 
prayers.

 Though Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, he depended on prayers to fulfill 
God’s mission here on earth. He knew 
that flesh and blood could not help him 
accomplish God’s given task. 

If Jesus depended upon prayers to the 
extent the angel of God showed up to 
strengthened him, shall we be able to 
live for God if we neglect prayers?  

While the body feeds on food and 
water for survival, the spiritual person 
feeds on prayers and the word of God. 
If he is well fed, he grows strong, but if 
he is staffed he grow weak. 

Apostle Paul describes the sinful 
nature as hostile to God and his Law 
(Rom 8). It takes the power of prayers 
to empower an individual to suppress 
the flesh so that you walk in the will of 
God. 

 3. Prayerless life leads to falling into 
temptation (v.45-46) - A believer who 
doesn’t pray will not be able to over-
come temptation. Victorious Christian 
living involves overcoming tempta-
tions. God allow us go through various 
temptation to make us strong, and only 
through temptation can a Christian be 
able to assess his growth.

God has not guaranteed us a life with-
out temptation – what he has promised 
is victory if we depend on him to over-
come. Even Jesus the Son of God went 
through temptation in the wilderness, 
overcame the devil and returned full of 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

 Jesus warned the disciples of the 
coming temptation and persuaded 
them to pray. However, the disciples 
fell asleep as soon Jesus departed from 
them. When he came back to them he 
asked, “Why are you sleeping?... Get up 
and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation.”  

Jesus knew that prayerless life leads 
into falling to temptation – the reason 
he charged them to wake up and pray. 
Though it was at night and time to 
sleep, when God has given an alert you 
must abandon your schedule to get to 
prayers.  

The gospel of Matthew indicates Jesus 
came to them three times finding them 
asleep and was astonished because they 
could not keep watch with him even for 
an hour.

No matter how strong you feel to be, 
if you neglect prayer life you’re bound 
to fall into temptations.

Peter was a brave disciple, but felt 
weak to identify with Christ in his suf-
fering and as a result denied him three 
times.

Prayers

 Though Jesus 
Christ is the 

Son of God, he 
depended on 

prayers to fulfill 
God’s mission 
here on earth.

The Necessity of Prayers (Luke 22:39-46)
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The Wisdom Of Abigail: A Model For Good 
People Skills #2: Speaking To Be Understood

By Rev. Gregg T. Johnson

Effective communication is the abil-
ity to express oneself in a way to be 
clearly and accurately understood. 

It essentially involves two dynamics—lis-
tening to understand and speaking to be 
understood. If you fail to do either, you 
have failed to communicate.

Abigail was an excellent communica-
tor. Through the skill of her words, she 
was able to deescalate a volatile situation 
and bring herself—and her family—into 
the good will of the soon-to-be king. 
Fortunately, her example is available to 
us today as well as other important ref-

erences in the Word of God. Perhaps the 
greatest resource is the Book of Prov-
erbs. Written by King Solomon, it pro-
vides rich truths regarding interperson-
al relationships and people skills, some 
of which are described below.

Great communicators have an acute 
sensitivity. The first thing Abigail did 
when she met David was show empa-
thy for his position. She dismounted her 
donkey, bowed to the ground in respect 
and said, “Please, let not my lord regard 
this scoundrel Nabal. For as his name is, 
so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is 
with him!” (1 Samuel 25:25). She was 

sensitive to the fact 
that David had been 
offended by her fool-
ish husband, Nabal. 
By her actions and 
words, she validated 
David’s offense while 
anticipating that he 
needed to be shown 
respect. In so doing, 
she found in him a re-
ceptive ear.

Before any word is 
even spoken, effec-
tive communicators 
have a type of “sixth 
sense”—an ability to 
put themselves “in the 

other person’s shoes” and see the issue 
from that person’s perspective. Rather 
than merely thrusting their own opin-
ion forward, they have a keen awareness 
of how the information being shared, or 
how the circumstances at hand, are im-
pacting their counterpart. Even more, 
they are able to pivot off that response 
with a more favorable approach, often 
adjusting their tone and temperament 
as needed. They will talk about their 
own ideas, but they do so in a way that 
also speaks to the needs, emotions and 
aspirations of the other person.

This sensitivity enables them to “read 
between the lines.” They have the un-
canny ability to understand what is 
not being said—or heard. These astute 
communicators know that conversa-
tion is more than just words— it’s also 
emotion. And they put forth the effort 
to sense and read that emotion. They 
know how to keep their hearts open and 
their mouths shut long enough to read, 
hear, and learn about their audience be-
fore they set out to speak, convince, and 
persuade them.

By contrast, the ineffective communi-
cator is like “a bull in china shop.” This 
person has no regard for how the oth-
er is being impacted by his words—he 
doesn’t care. The only thing that matters 
to him is getting his own point across. 
This low impact communicator is al-
ways bringing the conversation back to 
what he wants, how he is feeling, what he 
thinks is important, and why he should 
be heard. Sadly, this same person is usu-
ally left feeling frustrated, lonely, reject-
ed, and insecure. Why? Because no one 
can tolerate him. He is seen as selfish, 
insensitive, and uncaring—and nobody 
wants that person on their team, despite 
their talent, education or good looks. 
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Violet Mosse-Brown, affectionately known as ‘Aunt V,’ has now been declared the oldest 
living person in the world.  (courtesy)

Oldest Living Woman Reveals the Biblical 
Secret Behind Her Longevity

By Charlene Aarons

Violet Mosse-Brown, affectionately 
known as “Aunt V,” has now been de-
clared the oldest living person in the 

world.

Born on March 10, 1900, the 117-year-old 
Jamaican says her Christian faith is the secret 
to her longevity.

“Thank God for what he has given to me. 
This what God has given me, so I have to take 

it, long life,” Brown said.
“I’ve done nearly everything at the church. I 

spent all my time in the church.”
According to the Violet Mosse Foundation, 

Brown was raised in the Christian faith. She 
was baptized over 100 years ago at the age of 
13 in the Trittonville Baptist Church in the 
Duanvale district of Trelawny.

The Jamaican parish of Duanvale is also the 
birthplace of Olympic gold medal sprinter 
Usain Bolt.

Whenever she is asked about what has 
contributed to her longevity Brown proudly 
says, “My faith in serving God, and believing 
strongly in the teaching of the Bible.”

She is especially fond of the part of the 
Scripture in the Bible that says, “Honor your 
father and your mother, that your days may 
be long in the land which the Lord your God 
is giving you” (Ex. 20:12).

The centenarian was recently honored by a 
group of Baptist churches in Jamaica for her 
service in children’s and music ministry.

“The guest of honor was lauded and cited 
as a person of exemplary character and an ar-
dent, dedicated and faithful servant of God, 
who served her church for more than 80 years 
in varying capacities,” according to The Ja-
maica Baptist Reporter.

“She was also hailed as a mentor, historian, 
disciplinarian, business woman, outstanding 
church and community leader.”

Brown also credits working hard and eating 
healthy for her long life.

“I don’t eat pork and I don’t eat chicken. But 
I eat any other things: greens, mutton, beef, 
fish, that’s what I eat,” she said.

At 117, she is still able to sit up by herself 
and walk short distances and is also able to re-
spond to questions about her life and family.

Meanwhile, Brown’s eldest son is 97 years 
old, which could possibly make him the old-
est living person in the world with a parent 
who is also alive. 

Courtesy: Christian Broadcasting Network

On Maundy Thursday, Pope Francis 
washed the feet of 12 prisoners

By Josephine McKenna

ROME (RNS) Pope Francis washed 
the feet of 12 prisoners in a 
prison outside the Italian capital 

known for housing Mafia turncoats 
as part of a Maundy Thursday Lenten 
ritual that is also in keeping with the 
pope’s theme of mercy.

As in years past, the 80-year-old 
pontiff poured water on the prisoners’ 
feet and kissed them to recall Jesus’ 
washing the feet of his apostles at the 
Last Supper, which Christians believe 
took place Thursday (April 13) two 

millennia ago.
The 12 inmates who took part 

included a Muslim who is expected 
to be baptized as a Catholic in June, 
three women and two inmates serving 
life terms. The event was closed to the 
media and the Vatican described it as a 
“strictly private” occasion.

“Everyone has the right to make a 
mistake,” the pope said in an interview 
published in the Italian daily La 
Repubblica ahead of his visit. “We 
have all made mistakes in one way or 
another.”

Francis said his decision to celebrate 
Maundy Thursday, also known as Holy 
Thursday, with prisoners was  “a duty 
which comes from my heart,” and 
he challenged others to give up their 
prejudices about those in jail.

“It’s hypocrisy if you don’t think it’s 
possible to change your life,” he told 
the daily. “There’s not enough faith in 
rehabilitation, in reintegration into 
society.”

There are 70 inmates at the prison 
and almost all are Mafia members 
who have collaborated with police and 
prosecutors in exchange for shorter 
prison terms. A total of 58 prisoners 
were expected to meet the pope on 
his arrival, and the pontiff was also 
expected to visit a man and a woman 

in solitary confinement, according to 
Vatican Radio.

Since he was elected in 2013, Francis 
has often spoken out against the Mafia 
and warned mobsters they would “go to 
hell” if they did not repent.

On several occasions he has also 
met the families of Mafia victims, and 
on a visit to Naples in 2015 he urged 
criminals to “convert to love and 
justice.”

His visit to Paliano prison continues 
a practice he began soon after his 
inauguration in 2013 when he went to 
the Casal Del Marmo youth detention 
center and washed the feet of inmates, 
including Muslims and women.

Paliano prison offers inmates training 
in activities such as pastry and pizza 
making, carpentry and agricultural 
production to help them “overcome 
prejudice and pave the way for their 
rehabilitation,” said prison director 
Nadia Cersosimo.

On Thursday, the prisoners gave the 
pope pastries, vegetables grown in the 
prison garden and a woolen cape made 
by women inmates.

The foot washing is the first of several 
Easter engagements for Francis, which 
culminated in his UrbietOrbi (Latin for 
“To the city and the world”) blessing in 
St. Peter’s Square on Easter Sunday.

(Josephine McKenna covers the 
Vatican for RNS)

Pope Francis washes the feet of some inmates at the Paliano prison, south of Rome, on 
April 13, 2017. Photo courtesy of Osservatore Romano via Reuters

Vegetables grown by prisoners inside 
the walls of Paliano prison, which 
houses many Mafia turncoats who have 
collaborated with police and prosecutors, 
were presented to Pope Francis on April 13, 
2017. RNS photo by Josephine McKenna
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Brazil: Evangelical 
Churches Growing in 
Poorest Communities

UK PM Theresa May Champions 
Role of Christianity in British 

Society

Veronica Neffinger

Evangelical churches are thriving 
in Brazil, particularly in the 
country’s poorest communities. 

Brazil is a traditionally Catholic country, 
but evangelical churches are providing 
what many poor Brazilians need.

According to Christian Today, many 
poor Brazilians are drawn to evangelical 
churches because the churches are the 
one thing in their communities that are 
caring for them and providing for their 
physical needs, as well as their spiritual 
ones.

“The government doesn’t help us so 
God is the only option for the poor,” 
said Pastor Antonio who grew up in a 
poor neighborhood in Brazil.

Antonio got into drugs growing up 
and felt he had nowhere to turn till he 
found the church.

“There are a lot of problems here 
in the favela,” said Pastor Antonio, 
referring to the Portuguese term for a 
slum. “Poverty, a lack of work, crime, 
mental health issues - the church helps 
with these things.”

Churches are a stable presence in 
these poor communities, providing 
education, security, and economic 
development, as well as spiritual help.

About 20 percent of people who live 
in Brazil’s major cities live in favelas, so 
there is a great need for these churches 
to help.

Veronica Neffinger

The UK’s Prime Minister, Theresa 
May, stressed in her Easter 
address the importance of the 

role Christianity plays in British society.
In the three minute and ten second 

address, May called for the renewed 
commitment to religious freedom, 
while at the same time encouraging 
Britons not to shy away from embracing 
the country’s Christian traditions. 

“We should be confident about the 
role that Christianity has to play in the 
lives of people in our country,” said 
May, according to Relevant Magazine, 
while also valuing “the strong tradition 
that we have in this country of religious 
tolerance and freedom of speech.”

May, who is a conservative politician, 

was appointed as Prime Minister in July 
2016 after then Prime Minister David 
Cameron stepped down in the wake of 
the Brexit vote.

She went on to say in her Easter 
address: “So this Easter, whatever our 
faith, let us come together as a nation, 
confident in our values and united in our 
commitment to fulfill the obligations 
that we have to one another. Let us work 
together to build that brighter future 
we want for our country. And let us 
together build a stronger, fairer Britain 
that truly does work for everyone.”

May also made news by calling for an 
early General election on June 8, 2017, 
which will reportedly garner her more 
support for a hardline Brexit plan.

UK Prime Minister, Theresa May. Photo/Wikimedia Commons
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President Trump Addresses Persecution 
and Religious Freedom in Easter Message

Scott Slayton

President Donald Trump focused 
on the celebrations of Easter and 
Passover in his weekly address. 

He first acknowledged the celebration 
of Passover, saying, “The story of the 
Exodus is a story of freedom.  It is the 
story of an incredible people who were 

liberated from oppression and raised up 
the face of humankind.” 

He moved on to talk about the strength 
the Jewish people have shown through-
out history in the face of violence and 
persecution. In the process, he celebrat-
ed the importance of the nation of Is-
rael. “Down through the centuries, the 

Jewish People have lived through one 
persecution after another–and yet, they 
persevered and thrived and uplifted the 
world beyond measure.  And now, the 
State of Israel stands as a monument to 
their faith and endurance.”

The President used the celebration of 
Easter to talk about the importance of 
religious freedom and reminded his fel-
low Americans of the blessing the nation 
has enjoyed. “This Easter Sunday, Chris-
tians celebrate the resurrection of Christ 
and the promise of eternal salvation.  It 
is a holy day of reverence and worship; 
it is a sacred time that fills the spirit of 
our Nation with the faith of our people.” 
Then he continued, “As families gather 
in houses of worship across the Nation, 
we are grateful for the tremendous bless-
ings of this land, our home. We have a 
beautiful country, an abundant country-
side, and an amazing people with a truly 
bright and wonderful future.”

Many around the world do not enjoy 
the religious freedom Americans of-
ten take for granted, and the President 

condemned terrorist attacks aimed at 
Christians in Egypt. He offered words of 
comfort to their families and expressed 
his hope for a world in which all enjoy 
freedom. “We mourn for those who 
lost loved ones.  And we pray for the 
strength and wisdom to achieve a bet-
ter tomorrow—one where good people 
of all faiths, Christians and Muslims 
and Jewish and Hindu, can follow their 
hearts and worship according to their 
conscience.”

He closed the message with a word to 
Americans who are struggling, many of 
whom formed the backbone of his sup-
port in the 2016 election. “I also want 
to give a special message to those strug-
gling Americans who have felt for too 
long the bitter taste of hardship.  I want 
you to know: this White House is fight-
ing for you.  We are fighting for every 
American who has been left behind.  We 
are fighting for the right of all citizens 
to enjoy safety and peace—and to work 
and live with the dignity that all Chil-
dren of God are entitled to know.”

US President Donald Trump. Photo/ Wikipedia

Christian Pastor Detained in China 
for Singing ‘Jesus Loves You’

Researchers Launch Hunt for 
Jesus’ Descendants 

A Taiwanese pastor was detained in 
China for the crime of singing “Je-
sus Loves You.” Christians in China 

have continued to face increased persecu-
tion for various displays of Christian faith.

According to The Christian Post, the 
current incident occurred in Zhengzhou, 
Henan. Officials in this province have re-
portedly included singing “Jesus Loves You” 
in their list of “illegal religious activities.”

Pastor XuRongzhangwas reportedly de-
tained after he led a group of Christians 
in singing the popular Christian song. Al-
though Xuwas released later the same day he 
was detained, his identification documents 
and travel permit was not returned to him 
till two days later.

Xu was never given an explanation why 

singing “Jesus Loves You” was deemed illegal.
Xu’s situation has been becoming increas-

ingly common for Christians in China. 
Many have been arrested or worse. Back in 
February, five Christians were sentenced to 
three to seven years in prison on the charge 
that they purchased and sold “forbidden 
Christian devotional books.”

Several Christian persecution ministries 
have warned that Christians in China are 
facing increased threats from the govern-
ment. China’s President Xi Jinping has re-
portedly been cracking down on Christians 
and Christians churches for the past few 
years. Many prominent human rights law-
yers and pastors have been imprisoned and 
some have even been killed. 

Photo courtesy: Thinkstockphotos.com

Veronica Neffinger 

Researchers are undertaking a project 
to analyze old relics that may have 
belonged to Jesus or his earthly fam-

ily members in order to determine who his 
descendants might be today.

Some of the items included in the research 
are the supposed bones of Jesus’ cousin, 
John the Baptist, which were discovered in 
Bulgaria in 2010, the Shroud of Turin which 
is thought to be Christ’s burial shroud, and 
the James Ossuary, a box that is thought to 
house the bones of Jesus’ brother, James.

The Christian Post reports that the re-
search was showcased on Easter Sunday on 
the History Channel.

“They [researchers] believe that if they 
can find a strand of Jesus’ DNA it could help 

identify who among us today are descen-
dants of Jesus and provide us with new in-
sight into the man many consider to be the 
most important person in history, Jesus,” the 
History Channel special explained.

It has been difficult in the past to study Je-
sus’ DNA since items such as the Shroud of 
Turin have DNA from many people. Now, 
however, science and particularly, genetic 
testing has developed to a point in which 
researchers can differentiate modern DNA 
contamination from ancient DNA.

Researchers are analyzing whether there 
might be a match between DNA on the 
Shroud of Turin, the bones of John the Bap-
tist, and the bones of Jesus’ brother James. If 
so, they could perhaps go on to locate mod-
ern-day blood-relatives of Christ.
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1. “This is the Lord’s sign to you 
that the Lord will do what he has 
promised: Shall the shadow go 
forward ten steps or shall it go 
back ten steps?” (2 Kings 20:9) 

2. “Even on my servants, both men 
and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days and they will 
prophesy.” (Acts 2:18)

3. “And the Lord will strike Israel, so 
that it will be like a reed swaying 
in the water.  He will uproot Israel 
from this good land that He gave 
to their forefathers and scatter 
them beyond the River, because 
they provoked the Lord to anger 
by making Asherah poles.” (1 
Kings 14:15)

4. “Since they have humbled 
themselves, I will not destroy 
them but will soon give them 
deliverance.” (2 Chronicles 12:7)

5. “The Lord has taken away your 
sin.  You are not going to die.” (2 
Samuel 12:13)

6. “Do not take me away, O my 
God, in the midst of my days; 
your years go on through all 
generations.”( Psalm 102:24)

7.	 “It	is	the	man	of	God	who	defied	
the word of the Lord.” (1 Kings 
13:26)

8. “I will call them ‘My people’ who 
are not my people; and I will call 
her ‘my loved one’ who is not my 
loved one.” (Romans 9:25)

9.  “O Lord. God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Israel, let it be known today 
that you are God in Israel and 
that I am your servant and have 
done all these things at your 
command.” (1 Kings 18:36)

10. “I will go with you.  But because 
of the way you are going about 
this, the honour will not be yours, 
for the Lord will hand Sisera over 
to a woman.” (Judges 4:9)

11. “The Holy Spirit says, in this 
way the Jews of Jerusalem will 
bind the owner of this belt and will 
hand him over to the gentiles.” 
(Acts 21:11)

12. “I have sinned.  I did not 
realize you were standing in the 
road to oppose me.  Now if you 
are displeased, I will go back.” 
(Numbers 22:34)

13. “So now the Lord has put a 

lying spirit in the mouths of all 
these prophets of yours.  The 
Lord has decreed disaster for 
you.” (1 Kings 22:23)

14. “He was led like a sheep to the 
slaughter and as a lamb before 
the shearer is silent, so he did 
not open his mouth.” (Acts 8:32) 

15. “Therefore I will gather you 
to your fathers, and you will be 
buried in peace.  Your eyes will 
not see all the disaster I am going 
to bring on this place.” (2 Kings 
22:20)

16. “After this I will return and 
rebuild David’s fallen tent.  Its 
ruins I will rebuild and I will 
restore it, that the remnant of 
men may seek the Lord, and all 
the gentiles who bear my name.” 
(Acts 15:16-17)

17. “As surely as the Lord Almighty 
lives, whom I serve, if I did not 
have respect for the presence 
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 
I would not look at you or even 
notice you.  But now bring me the 
harpist.” (2 Kings 3:14-15)

18. “Go and tell David, ‘This is what 
the Lord says: I am giving you 

three options.  Choose one of 
them for me to carry out against 
you.’ ” (2 Samuel 24:11)

19. “Look, the place where we 
meet with you is too small for us.  
Let us go to the Jordan, where 
each of us can get a pole; and 
let us build a place there for us to 
live.” (2 Kings 6:1-2)

20. “This is what the Lord says: 
You have set free a man I 
had determined should die.  
Therefore, it is your life for his 
life, your people for his people.” 
(1 Kings 20:42)   

Leisure

KNOW YOUR bIblE – WHAT PROPHET/TESS SAID THESE

 LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS
1. Levite 2. Israel 3. Ephraim 4. Bethlehem 5. Judah 
6. Jerusalem 7. Jebus 8. Jebusites 9. Israelites 10. Gibeah 
11. Ramah 12. Benjamin 13. Benjamites 14. Lord 15. Egypt 
16. Dan 17. Beersheba 18. Gilead 19. Mizpah 20. God 
21. Bethel 22. Ark 23. Covenant  24. Phinehas  25. Eliezar 
26. Aaron 27. Baal-Tamar 28. Rimmon 29. Gidom

ACROSS 
1. The lower part of the 

large intestine.
4. Light in weight or easy to 

carry.
6. Not out.
7. A word used as a helping 

verb with another verb.
8. A word used as subject or 

object of a verb.
9. Lacking experience.
10. General Council in 

abbreviation.
11. Short for “He would”.
12. A covering worn on top of 

the head.
14. Automation automobile in 

short.

16. A place transfer of money 
is done out of bank.

18. Referred to as _ _ _ _ 
_ in the flesh by Apostle 
Paul.

20. Preserve or pack.
21. Transgress against God.
22. An expression of praise.
23. A dry fruit consisting of a 

seed.
25. A term used to determine 

the acidity and alkalinity 
of something.

26. Another word of what 
happened to Jesus 
face on the “Mount of 
Transfiguration.”

DOWN
1. A small circle of gold/silver worn on a 

finger.
2. The son of Cain.
3. To change an animal skin into leather.
4. A young woman at a co-education 

school.
5. Used by Israelites for temporal shelter.
7. Joseph had a _ _ _ _ _ and told his 

brothers.
9. A mountain pass.
13. A prophet who was a shepherd of Tekoa.  
15. A ring – shaped coral reef enclosing a 

lagoon.
16. Null and void.
17. An amount of money owed to God 

according to Malachi 3.
16. The sound of a bell.
20. A light knock.
24. In the direction of.
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BIBLE GRILL
U P E V I G A B O R N E B
L L D C R D E F U E G C H
L A N I A R F E R I I N J
I N E W W M K R L D L A K
K T M M O S P E A K O D E
N O P U Q D M T R S V T E
U S R V W B R T L W E X P
Y N E O R Z O A Q G L Z E
X V R A J O U C E A K O E
P H C Q R G V S E T W C W
T E X P H C Y H Z H A T E
A C U E G I H T N E L I S
K M L J H F D B P R A E T

LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS

1. Amos  2. Tamar 

3. Elijah  4. Ahithophel 

5. Phoebe  6. Ananias 

7. Elisha  8. Lydia 

9. Naaman  10. Anna 

11. Diotrephes  12. Epaphroditas 

13. Malchus  14. Augustus 

15. Timothy     Caesar

LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS

ACROSS: 
1. Jacob 4. Act 6. Pear 8. Age 9. Polo 
11. Mar 12. Argue 15. ABN 16. Gripe 
18. Prank 20. Adder 22. At 23. Eleven 
24. Pre 
    
DOWN: 1. Jaguar 2. Opaque 3. Be 
4. Aroma 5. Thorn 7. AP 10. Laban 
13. Riddle 14. GP 16. Grace 17. Pray 
19. Kite 21. Rue 22. AR  

According to the book of Ecclesiastes chapter 3, there are 
activities mentioned there. In the Word Grill above, search 
28 of these which are hidden diagonally, horizontally, ver-
tically, backwards, upwards and downwards.  The answers 
will be published in the next month’s issue.

1 2  3   4  5

6   7   

8    9     

10  11    

12 13  14   

15  16   17 

18   19  20   

 21   22   

 23  24 25  

 26     



The Christian Times May, 2017         24

Prophecy: ‘The Madman from 
the North is Defeated’ 

By Bob Eschliman

The Elijah List published last month 
a set of prophecies from Charles 
Shamp, Kim Clement and Denny 

Cramer that speak directly to the current 
situation with North Korea.

Shamp’s, in particular, was very 
powerful. He wrote:

I have seen a great awakening coming 
to Korea; one that will shake the land 
from the south to the far north. I heard 
the Lord say, “Can a nation be awakened 
and united in a day?”

I said, “Only You truly know, Father.”
Then the Lord said, “I am shaking the 

Korean government to break corruption 
that has been there for generations. Yes, 
this is My doing! For I see the land as one; 
this division will no longer stand in My 
sight. In My eyes there has never been a 
divide, only one land, one people and one 
nation in My hands.

“I will wipe away the military zone 
and will remove the one who divides and 
destroys from his throne. I will remove 
him by an unseen force, one that many 
will not believe. I will shake the land in the 
north to release a great awakening which 
has been prophesied by My prophets’ lips 
for many generations. This awakening 
will come with great force, like lightning 
when it strikes and shakes the ground.

“There will be a rumbling in the north 
and the crumbling of buildings will be a 
sign of this crumbling kingdom. I will use 
an unusual force to break down the walls 
of division. Yes, the walls will fall along 
with the north kingdom.

“I will bring freedom to those who have 
been imprisoned, and they will finally 
see My Son shining bright. The light of 
My kingdom will radiate and displace 
all darkness that has been resting like a 
canopy for generations.

“The canopy of fear will be shaken 
out and replaced by My Spirit of peace 
and prosperity. I will use a power that is 

unseen, unthinkable and unbelievable by 
the minds of men to disarm the ‘madman’ 
of the north. It will shock many. The 
masses will see the thunder strike the 
ground and his kingdom come down.

“There have been strange things, these 
days, that have come into this madman’s 
dreams. His mind is only filled with 
destruction, deceit and darkness; he 
knows his time is short. He has forged a 
demonic plan, but he will fail to execute 
it to the fullest extent. For his twisted 
thinking has him creating a dark future 
for many, but I have set before him two 
stumbling blocks: justice and judgment. 
The mind of this man will fail, and 
his capacity to retain information and 
understanding will be his final downfall. 
A great mistake is to come and he will fall 
from his place of demonic rule.”

For the 
Lord says, 
“I have 
s t r i p p e d 
him from 
his seat of 
author ity 
a m o n g 
men and 
will lay 
waste his 
kingdom. 
He has 
said in his 
heart that 
he is a god. 
Has he not 
seen what I 
have done 
to those 
who lift 
themselves 
up to be 
gods? He 
will fall like 
l ightning 
from the 

sky never to rise or be seen again.
“This fall will be so great that the land 

will shake. This shaking will cause the 
scales to crumble off of men’s eyes and 
they will see him weak and broken—as 
just a man. I will cause revival to sweep 
through the land, even through the capital 
of Pyongyang. I have released watcher 
angels to spy out the land for My hand is 
upon you Korea.”

The Lord spoke again, “Can a nation be 
brought to its knees in a day?”

I said, “You know My Father.”
“I will bring this nation to its knees 

in repentance before Me and wipe away 
every trace of darkness that has been. My 
glory will come like a rushing mighty 
wind and fill the land with My divine 
grace to stand in My presence. The people 
will hear My command and march as one 

through the land.
“The people will arise and shine in the 

glory that I will give. I will use the people 
of this land who have been held captive 
for so long to break others free from the 
bondage of captivity. There will be a great 

missions movement that will come from 
this place, and I will send the people 
across the land to other nations and they 
will release deliverance.

“Yes, I have anointed you, Korea, to 
carry My gospel to the nations of the earth 
with supernatural miracles. The seeds of 
intercession from a previous generation 
will become righteous trees with leaves 
for the healing of the nations in this one.

“I speak to you, Korea: As one you will 
rise and you will run into every nation 
and carry My Son. This is your mandate 
and mission that will come. I speak to 
you, Korea: This day you will no longer be 
divided, but one with My Son!”

I’ve seen an arrow being shot from 
North Korea. The word of the Lord 
came unto me saying, “’As a madman 
who casts firebrands, arrows, and death’ 
(Prov. 26:18) ‘For the wicked bend their 
bow; they make ready their arrow on the 
string, that they may treacherously shoot 
the upright in heart” (Ps. 11:2), but ‘There 
He broke the fiery arrows of the bow, 
the shield, the sword, and the weapons 
of war’ (Ps. 76:3).I decree and declare to 
the people of the east: ‘You shall not be 
afraid of the terror by night, nor of the 
arrow that flies by day’ (Ps. 91:5) as you 
are, ‘Taking the shield of faith, with which 
you will be able to extinguish all the fiery 
arrows of the evil one’ (Eph. 6:16), ‘...But 
God will suddenly shoot them with an 
arrow; they will be wounded” (Ps. 64:7). ‘I 
will heap misfortunes on them; I will use 
My arrows on them’ (Deut. 32:23).’”

It’s time to pray for North Korea!

North Korean dictator Kim Jong-un’s days are numbered, according to a prophecy from 
Charles Shamp that was published last month. (Reuters photo)

 He has said in his heart that 
he is a god. Has he not seen 

what I have done to those 
who lift themselves up to 
be gods? He will fall like 

lightning from the sky never 
to rise or be seen again.
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